
Meet Our Lead Conference Speakers
Tom AmRhein starts off the conference with an intro 
to the California berry industry at the opening recep-
tion. Tom is Vice President and Research & Technical 
Director of Naturipe Berry Growers, a grower-owned 
marketing cooperative that is also one of the owners of 
Naturipe Farms. He is also currently chair of the Cali-
fornia Strawberry Commission. 
Miles Reiter speaks in the general session on Fri-
day morning. Chairman of Driscoll’s since 1998, he 
was its CEO 2000-2015, helping it become the largest 
berry supplier in the United States. The grandson of 
Ed Reiter, co-founder of Driscoll’s, Miles has been part 
of Driscoll’s his entire life and started as a strawberry 
farmer in the early 1970s in the Pajaro Valley. He has 
also served in leadership roles in the California Straw-
berry Commission, the Western Growers Association, 
and the Produce Marketing Association.
Diego Martinez speaks in the general session on Fri-
day morning. He is the current president of President 
of the National Association of Berries Exporters in 
Mexico (ANEBERRIES), an association of 22 exporter 
companies of blueberry, strawberry, raspberry and 
blackberry, which works to set the highest quality 
standards and regulations for all the industry. Since 
2012, he has been the CEO of Hortifrut Mexico, part of 
Chile-based Hortifrut, one of the largest berry export-
ers worldwide. Born in England, he has lived most of 
his life in Mexico. 
Roland Fumasi speaks in the general session on 
Saturday morning. He is Vice President and Senior 
Analyst – Produce for Rabobank, a financial institution 
with a focus on agricultural lending and research in the 
Netherlands, California, and around the world. With a 
background in agribusiness research and international 
market development and agriculture finance, he has 
been following the caneberry industry for a number of 
years. He was raised on a dairy and farming operation 
in the Sacramento Valley. 
Allison Beadle speaks in the general session on Satur-
day morning. She heads up the marketing and commu-
nications team for the National Processed Raspberry 
Council and is founder and CEO of Wild Hive Marketing 
& Consulting, based in Austin, TX. She started her ca-
reer as a registered dietician before moving into mar-
keting and nutrition communication for various brands 
and commodity organizations. t 
See a list of all confirmed conference presenters on page 
14 of this newsletter.
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NARBA Seeks Nominations 
NARBA welcomes your nominations for its 2018 
Distinguished Service Award, to be awarded 
at our annual meeting (February 23 in Ventura). 
Presented since 2010, this award honors those 
who have made an difference – it’s an impressive 
list: 
2017: Fred Koenigshof, K&K Farm, Coloma, MI, 
grower 
2016: Charlie O’Dell, Blacksburg, VA, retired Ex-
tension specialist and grower (Crows Nest Farm)
2015: Dean and Judy Henry, Berry Patch Farm, 
Nevada, Iowa, growers
2014: Nate and Tim Nourse, Nourse Farms, South 
Deerfield, MA, growers/nursery
2013: Mark Bolda, University of California Exten-
sion, Santa Cruz, extension
2012: John R. Clark, Dept. of Horticulture, Univer-
sity of Arkansas, blackberry breeding
2011: Marvin Pritts, Dept. of Horticulture, Cornell 
University, research/extension
2010: Ervin Lineberger, Kildeer Farm, Kings 
Mountain, NC, grower
Board nominations: Two seats on the Executive 
Council (NARBA’s board of directors) come up for 
election this year: Region 6 (AR, IA, IL, KS, MO, 
MN, ND, NE, OK) and an At-Large position. They 
are currently held by Chris Eckert, Eckert Or-
chards, Belleville, IL, and Scott Norman, Naturipe 
Farms, Salinas, CA. Volunteer nominees welcome.
Contact the NARBA office or any EC member (see 
back page of newsletter) with your nominations.

Renew Your Membership Today!
NARBA’s membership is on a calendar-year basis, 
and unless you joined (or renewed) in the last 
few months, it’s time to renew! And there are 
LOTS of ways to renew:
• With the form sent with your newsletter
• With your conference registration 
• Online at www.raspberryblackberry.

com/2547-2/
• By calling the NARBA office at 919-542-4037.
Your prompt renewal saves NARBA much time, 
effort, and expense. Thank you!

REGISTER NOW for our annual 
conference!  See details and a 
registration form on pages 13-15.    
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February 20, 2018: Ontario Berry 
Growers Meeting in Niagara Falls, On-
tario; the Ontario Fruit & Vegetable Con-
ference follows on February 21-22. For 
more information visit www.ontariober-
ries.com.
February 21-24, 2018: North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference, 
Ventura, California. A not-to-be-missed 
meeting, in a great location! See pages 

7 Briefly Speaking...
There is a time for everything, a time to start and a time to retire. My time for retiring 
is here, so at this annual meeting in Ventura, I will retire as president of NARBA and 
chairman of the Executive Council. Also I am retiring from farming on December 31, 
2017. I have been on this farm for 46 years and it is time for someone else to take over. 
My family has moved in other directions, even though they were very involved and 
instrumental in growing the family business, so my dilemma was “What happens to a 
100-acre fruit farm that won’t be staying in the family?” 

In our area when a farm sells, it is usually divided into smaller parcels, removing 
any fruit plantings that may have been established, no matter how productive, so that 
houses can be built. When I talked with farm realtors and Ag bankers over the past few 
years, when I asked if they ever got inquiries about anyone wanting to purchase a fruit 
Farm, they usually responded with a chuckle. So when a young Amish family came to 
me and expressed an interest in purchasing and maintaining the farm as a Fruit Farm, 
I was very interested, because 99% of all the trees, plants, bushes, and vines on this 
farm were planted by my family. To see the farm go on means more to me than the high 
dollar for the land for someone to build houses. We will complete the sale in December 
and I wish them the best.

I started at the Moreland Fruit Farm as a tractor driver, passing the time from 
graduating from Ohio State University in May, to entering the Army in October. This 
was during the Viet Nam conflict era in the late 1960s. When I came back from the 
Army, I started as the Farm Manager, knowing nothing about fruits or vegetables, and 
then became full owner in 1985. After 46 years and many meetings, classes, and life 
experiences, I now know that I still don’t know a lot about raspberries and blackberries 
and everything else that I have grown. But, being a part of NARBA has helped fill that 
knowledge gap, as I have met so many great growers and educators who have willingly 
shared their experiences and expertise. It seems that raspberry and blackberry grow-
ers are very willing to share their knowledge and experiences. 

Your organization, NARBA, is very active in representing our industry and promot-
ing berries and the health benefits of those berries. We have an active Executive Coun-
cil made up of knowledgeable growers, marketers, and educators. I have been privi-
leged to be a part of that group for several years and for the past two years to serve as 
chairman. Change is good in many areas of life and our organization is no exception. 
As one of us leaves the board there is another just as capable or better to fill the void. 
We are always looking for people who are willing to serve. Let us know who you think 
would be willing, or volunteer yourself. This year at our annual meeting in California 
we will elect a new chairman and he or she will move us ahead with great gusto.

The question often comes up, “if you had things to do over what would you 
change”? I would try not to make so many mistakes, but mistakes are the best training 
experiences. And if that is true, I should be well trained. 

Thank you for all you do.
    Fred Finney 
    NARBA President, Moreland Fruit Farm, Wooster, OH 

E V E N T S
December 12-14, 2018: New England 
Vegetable & Fruit Conference, Man-
chester, NH. Caneberry sessions on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, Dec. 14. Join 
NARBA’s Executive Secretary and others 
growing or working with brambles for a 
Dutch Treat dinner and discussion that 
evening. Email NARBA for details.  For 
conference information and registration, 
visit https://newenglandvfc.org.
December 13: Oregon Raspberry & 
Blackberry Annual Growers Meet-
ing 8:30 am, Wellspring Conference Cen-
ter, Woodburn, OR. Contact Philip Gutt at 
pnwa@comcast.net for more information.
January 11-12, 2018: Caneberry Ses-
sions at the Southeast Regional Fruit 
and Vegetable Conference, Savannah, 
GA. The caneberry program is organized 
by NARBA. For more information, visit 
www.seregionalconference.com.

13-15 of this newsletter for more infor-
mation and a registration form, You are 
encouraged to make hotel reservations 
and register soon, especially if you plan to 
do the conference tour. 
Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com for 
our most complete and up-to-date list of 
events. Contact the NARBA office to have 
events of interest to our members or the 
public listed both here and on our website. 

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), 
formerly the North American Bramble 
Growers Association (NABGA), and is 
a benefit of membership in the asso-
ciation. For membership information, 
a sample copy, reprint permision, and 
advertising rates, contact 

NARBA
197 Spring Creek Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
info@raspberryblackberry.com
www.raspberryblackberry.com

The Bramble © NARBA 2017
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Continued on page 7

Reports from Our Affiliate-
Organization Members

Orleans County. One of the selections is 
currently in the commercialization stage 
and will be named in 2018. Several others 
have had positive reports and hopefully 
will be released in the future.  

Founded in 1988, the New York State 
Berry Growers Association (NYSBGA) is 
a nonprofit educational association for 
berry growers, from large wholesale fam-
ily farms to independent farm stands and 
small pick-your-own operations, across 
New York state. The NYSBGA promotes 
the growing and marketing of berries 
through the exchange of valuable infor-
mation, including scientific research on 
topics such as SWD biology and manage-
ment, cutting-edge growing techniques, 
digital and print marketing advice, and 
educational workshops and events. We 
also represent growers in issues of labor, 
research, and technology, both academi-
cally and legislatively, and award research 
grants to study and address issues im-
portant to New York State berry growers. 
Our goal is to help growers feel informed, 
engaged, and included, and better able to 
make important decisions for their farms. 
Visit us at nysbga.org.

NARBA Executive Council Addresses National Issues
This fall, the NARBA Executive Council adopted a formal resolution in support of the 
proposed National  Blackberry Research and Promotion Program (R&P), which would 
raise funds for research and promotion through assessments of both domestic and im-
ported blackberries. While NARBA has supported these efforts from the beginning, the 
EC wanted to express this support in a specific and formal way.  (Note that the ORBC  
has also voted its support; see article to right.)

The EC also sent a letter to the trade representatives for the U.S., Canada, and 
Mexico concerning the ongoing NAFTA negotiations. The letter recognized the very 
important role that trade among our three countries has played in building the North 
American berry industry and making berries more available to consumers, while also 
noting that some segments of our industry and membership are facing significant chal-
lenges from this same trade. Like other ag organizations, NARBA will continue watch-
ing this issue closely. 

For more information on either of these actions or to share your own thoughts on 
these topics, contact an EC member or the NARBA office.

New York State Berry Growers 
Association (NYSBGA)
In partnership with Cornell University, 
Dr. Courtney Weber has been providing 
advanced breeding selections for testing 
on member farms. This program, funded 
by the New York State Farm Viability 
Institute and the New York State Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Markets, is led by 
Dr. Greg Loeb and focuses on the devel-
opment of new varieties for NY growers, 
especially for protected agriculture and 
for season extension. Growers plant a 
minimum number of new varieties, and 
then provide information on the produc-
tion system and field site, as well as per-
formance data in comparison to known 
standards. 

In 2016, the first strawberry to go 
through the program, ‘Archer,’ was com-
mercially released to strong demand. The 
second strawberry is now in the com-
mercialization stage. The first raspber-
ries were also placed on grower farms 
for trials, with additional trials planted in 
2017. Currently, there are 11 raspberry 
selections (both primocane and floricane 
fruiting) under trial at four grower sites 
across New York, from Long Island to 

Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry 
Commission (ORBC)
The Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry 
Commission (ORBC) made a trip to Wash-
ington, DC in late October to meet with 
their members of Congress. Two primary 
topics were discussed. 1) Immigration 
reform. This issue has been an ongoing 
discussion item for the ORBC for well 
over a decade. The frustrations con-
tinue to mount for hiring seasonal labor 
without immigration reform and the H2A 
program that has been virtually unwork-
able in Oregon. HR4092 showed prom-
ise with an updated program, H2C. The 
commission wanted to discuss removing 
the unrealistic labor cap and allowing 
workers to apply for the program while 
in the U.S. 2) Trade. There are concerns 
about Oregon’s berry industry being 
able to compete with foreign imports as 
well as having too many restrictions for 
exports to other countries. NAFTA has not 
been very beneficial for specialty crops in 
general. Oregon growers want better ac-
cess to new markets that global competi-
tors have duty-free access to. The effects 
of withdrawal from TPP with no bilateral 
agreements is also a major concern.

Blackberry R&P: After several years 
of discussion and consideration, the ORBC 
now supports moving forward with a Na-
tional Blackberry Research & Promotion 
Program. With the volume of blackberry 
imports coming in from Mexico and else-
where, the commission would like to see 
those countries participating in funding 
research and promotion to educate con-
sumers on their health benefits and in-
crease demand. It is now recognized that 
blackberry sales in the U.S. have fallen 
behind the growth rate of other berries 
that have national programs.

New Logos and Brand Guidelines: 
Based on branding and positioning work 
done in 2016, the ORBC worked with de-
signer ZoePDX to create a new consumer-
facing look for Oregon Berries, as well as 
commission seals to use within industry 
communications. Different versions of the 

“Affiliate Organization” is one category 
of membership in NARBA and is for 
regional, state, and local berry organi-
zations and commissions.  NARBA also 
works with other berry organizations, 
like Mexico’s Aneberries. If you are 
involved in an organization that might 
be interested in a relationship with 
NARBA, please  contact the NARBA of-
fice. Watch for these reports as a semi-
regular feature of The Bramble.
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Winter 
Caneberry Chores
This list was developed by 
Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small 

Fruit Specialist at NC State University and 
reviewed by Dr. Marvin Pritts at Cornell. 
Chores and timing may be somewhat dif-
ferent in your area or for your cropping 
system. For recommendations for the 
Pacific Northwest, we encourage you to 
subscribe to the email “Small Fruit Update” 
www.nwberryfoundation.org/SFUsignup.
html 
Plant growth and development

 � Plant is “dormant” and accumulating 
chilling hours.

 � Some differentiation may be occurring 
in the flower buds.

 � Monitor chilling accumulation in your 
area, fall and winter accumulation of 
chilling can result in budbreak of low 
chilling cultivars during “January” 
thaws

Pruning and trellising
 � Pruning should occur in late winter or 
early spring. Ice storms can do tre-
mendous damage to plants and trellis 

systems. If you produce blackberries in 
areas where ice storms are common, 
pruning can take place early winter to 
help avoid severe damage. Wait until 
early spring to prune floricane rasp-
berries so winter injured wood can be 
removed.

 � Make trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated but before pruning and 
training.

Primocane fruiting raspberries
� Prune (mow) primocane fruiting types 
to the ground 
Floricane-fruiting raspberries

 � Prune out the spent floricanes 
 � Tie canes to wires so they are spread 
out

 � Cut any lateral branches back to 6”
 � Thin canes to 6–8 / hill (3’ spacing) or 
3-4 canes per linear ft. of row

Erect blackberry types
 � Prune out the spent floricanes 
 � Tie canes to wires in a fan shape
 � Cut lateral branches back to 8-12”
 � Thin canes to 6-8 canes/hill (4’ spac-
ing)

Trailing blackberry types
 � Prune out spent floricanes

 � Tie or weave canes to wire so that they  
 do not overlap

 � Prune side laterals to 12-18”
 � Thin canes to 6-8/ hill (6-8’ spacing)

Weed control 
 � Many summer weed problems can best 
be managed in the fall and winter using 
preemergent herbicides. Determine 
what weeds have been or could be a 
problem in your area. Check with local 
extension agent for cultural or chemi-
cal means to control these weeds. 

 � Establishing new blackberry or black 
raspberry plants into rows of black 
plastic or landscape cloth can reduce 
weed problems significantly. For red 
raspberries, straw mulch works best 
since new canes will emerge within the 
row, and must be able to push through 
the mulch.

Insect and disease scouting
 � Scout fields for insect and disease dam-
age and remove those canes. 

 � If possible, remove any wild brambles 
by the roots that are within 600 ft of 
your planting during the winter, or 
treat them with glyphosphate in au-
tumn.

1-888-575-40
90

www.Produc
ePromotions

.com

FEATHER FLAGS / 3’X8’ BANNERS / POLYMARKETEERS  
ROAD SIGNS / NYLON FLAGS / PENNANT STRINGS  

AND FIND MORE ONLINE!

WWW.PRODUCEPROMOTIONS.COM

ECONOMICAL
EFFECTIVE

PROMOTIONAL 
PRODUCTS

WWW.PRODUCEPROMOTIONS.COM

“FLY AWAY BIRDIES” The Line That Hums
With the slightest breeze “FLY AWAY BIRDIES”  

Humming Line generates vibrations that produce low 
to high-pitched sound waves, called harmonic resonance, 

scaring away birds that destroy your crops.

•   Sound generating humming line irritates birds to keep them away
•  Extremely durable and virtually indestructible!
•  100% effectiveness in test fields
•  500 yd. roll, enough for 1 acre
•  Reusable within 12-month period

www.flyawaybirdies.com 
for more detailed information and installation instructions

816 -341-5714  •  Fred@FlyAwayBirdies.com

3rd Generation

PREMIUM “TIE & GO”

$15995
ROLL + S&H

Engineered for 1 year

 ARE BIRDS

EATING 
The Humming Line is your answer!

YOUR
 BERRIES?

Order early to  ensure timely delivery!
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Strawberries • Currants • Raspberries • Gooseberries
Blueberries • Blackberries • Grapes • Elderberries
Honeyberries • Asparagus • Rhubarb • and More

2811 Michigan Rd, Plymouth, IN 46563

IndianaBerry.com 800-295-2226

 � Apply liquid lime sulfur to dormant 
canes, just prior to bud break, for dis-
ease control.

Planting
 � Growers in warmer areas can plant 
in December. In northern areas, set 
dormant plants in spring when the soil 
thaws.

 � Take soil tests to determine fertility 
needs one year before planting. Amend 
the soil in the fall prior to spring planting. 

 � Prepare list of cultivars for next year’s 
new plantings. NARBA’s nursery list 
was in the Autumn newsletter; find it 
also at www.raspberryblackberry.com/
for-growers/. For a  comprehensive 
small fruit nursery list, see https://
blogs.cornell.edu/berrynurseries/. 

Water management
 � Make repairs to irrigation system 
(check pumps, lines, etc).

 � Plants generally do not need supple-
mental water in winter unless they are 
being grown in a tunnel.

High tunnel management
 � Make sure tunnels are ventilated to en-

The Best Berry Plants Since 1932

•   Excellent  Customer  Ser�ice
•   Wide  Variet�  Selection 
•   Technical  Suppor�
•   Complete Lab Facilit� for 
     Tissue Cult�re & Vir�s Indexing

41 River Road   South Deerfield  MA  01373   
 413.665.2658

noursefarms.com         info@noursefarms.com

St�awber�� 
Brambles

Asparag�s 
Blueber��  
Cur�ant

Gooseber��
Elderber�� 
Rhubarb

The  Leading  
Small  Fruit  Nursery  Today!

sure that temperatures do not get too 
high on sunny days

 � Consider removing tunnel plastic (in 
some regions) to allow for winter rains 
to flush nutrients that may have accu-
mulated and to add moisture.

Marketing and miscellaneous
 � Order containers for next season.
 � Make contacts for selling fruit next 
season.

 � Plan on attending state/regional grow-
er meetings this winter – and register 
now for the NARBA conference! 

Video Course on Commer-
cial Blackberry Production
The University of Arkansas has created a 
self-guided video course on the basics of 
commercial blackberry production. These 
recordings were made as a part of the 
Arkansas Blackberry School, a four-part 
class held in Clarksville Arkansas in 2017.   
For each season there are four to five 
videos covering the major management 
activities and crop developments that 
happen at that time.  

Access all the videos as an organized 
list at https://uaex.edu/farm-ranch/
crops-commercial-horticulture/horti-
culture/commercial-fruit-production/
blackberry-school.aspx  or simply Google 
“Arkansas blackberry school - Youtube”.

Get the word out! 
Please help promote our conference 
– and our organization – at your local 
meetings and to growers you know. 
NARBA has printed conference post-
cards and membership brochures we’d 
be glad to send you – or to anyone else 
at your request, Links to fliers for the 
conference, registration forms, and 
more can be found at our website. 
Thank you!
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LET’S GROW TOGETHER

Founded in 1922 and third-generation owned, Wish Farms is a national 
berry grower and shipper. If you are looking for an alternative to 
market all, or part of your blackberry crop, let us help you.

Contact our Grower Relations Team:
813-752-5111
jsaca@wishfarms.com
WishFarms.com

SEEKING QUALITY GROWERS
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logo and full brand guildelines were cre-
ated so that a consistent look and feel is 
possible, no matter the usage occasion. 

A new www.oregon-berries.com: 
Following from the new positioning and 
branding, new messaging and look/feel 
have been rolled out to our website to 
create a more up-to-date online home 
for Oregon berries. The main message is 
that our raspberries and blackberries are 
Oregon’s best berries to let you live your 
best life. The site has been simplified and 
reorganized to better incorporate all the 
supporting elements of the Oregon berry 
story into separate, easily navigable, and 
visually beautiful areas. 

A loss in our berry community
Charlie O’Dell, recipient of NARBA’s 
Distinguished Service award and 
keynote speaker at our conference 
in March, 2016 in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, passed away on September 
4, 2017. A long-time berry extension 
specialist for Virginia Tech, Charlie 
also operated a small berry farm in 
Blacksburg, Virginia, for many years 
on his retirement. He was a NARBA 
member for 18 years and a frequent 
contributor to our newsletter and to 
American Fruit Grower magazine. He 
will be missed! This notice was also 
published in an E-Newsletter sent to 
members in late September.

Join the Conversation
The National Berry Crop Initiative (NBCI) 
is an organization that brings together 
the major berry organizations and com-
missions, industry, researchers, and oth-
ers interested in furthering the US berry 
industry. Organized in 2006, it provides a 
forum to exchange ideas, network across 
the entire berry industry, and share 
important and timely information. NBCI 
speaks out for the berry industry on na-
tional policy issues, seeks to assure that 
representatives of the berry industry are 
placed on federal advisory committees, 
and monitors policy issues that affect the 
berry industry. A major focus is berry 
health benefits. NBCI coordinates fund-
ing for key health policy-related research 
on berries and oversees the steering 
committee for the biennial Berry Health 
Benefits Symposium. We are excited to 
be looking for new members to join the 
conversation at the intersection of the 
berry and health industries. If you, your 
organization, or your business is part of 
either of these industries or is concerned 
with how they develop together, consider 
joining NBCI. Our membership page can 
be found at http://nationalberrycrops.
org/membership/ with more detailed in-
formation and our membership applica-
tion form. t 

NARBA is an organizational member of 
NBCI and board member Pierson Geyer is 
our representative. NARBA encourages you 
and your company to become involved! The 
membership fee is $50 for individuals and 
smaller businesses (more for large ones). 

Membership Now Available 
to Private Individuals and 

Industry Members
nationalberrycrops.org

Access. 
Information. 
Influence.

funded more than $230,000 in breeding 
and production research in 2017. 

The WRRC cooperates with several 
organizations to organize a Small Fruit 
conference (this year, Nov. 29-Dec. 1, in 
Lynden, WA) and other educational work-
shops. We also support the Northwest 
Berry Foundation to provide growers 
with weekly production recommenda-
tions via the Small Fruit Update and pub-
lisha quarterly electronic newsletter sent 
to all growers, processors, governmental 
agencies and others with an interest in 
the industry. 

Currently, the WRRC is following 
fair trade issues closely, and has raised 
concerns though a number of channels, 
with the possibility of preparing a trade 
case based on injury to U.S. markets by 
imports.  

See the WRRC website at www.red-
raspberry.org. t  

Washington Red Raspberry Com-
mission (WRRC)
The WRRC was formed in 1976 “for the 
purposes of maintaining existing markets 
or creating new or larger local, domestic, 
and foreign markets; increasing produc-
tion efficiency; ensuring a fair regulatory 
environment; and increasing per capita 
consumption of red raspberries grown 
in Washington state.” We raise funds 
through assessments on Washington red 
raspberry producers currently totaling 
approximately $350,000/year. 

WRRC led the efforts to establish the 
National Processed Raspberry Council, 
which assesses both domestic and im-
ported red raspberries. [This federal R&P 
progra is similar to the one proposed for 
blackberries.] NPRC allowed us to develop 
an ability to fund more health-based re-
search projects and promotional activities 
to inform consumers of the berry health 
message. We have been encouraged by 
the support the Canadians and Chileans 
and others have voiced for the National 
Processed Raspberry Council’s approach 
to cooperative effort among all raspberry 
growers. Transitioning our promotional 
activities to the NPRC has allowed for 
substantial new investments in produc-
tion research since 2015, and WRRC 

Reports from Our Affiliate-
Organization Members
continued from page 3
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SOLUTIONS FOR HEALTHY PLANTS  
AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS

GREENHOUSE CLEANER

NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENT

BIOPESTICIDE

EXPERT TIPS

Our Crop Technologies team thrives on providing growers with unique alternatives to overcome  
horticultural challenges, to help ensure healthy growing plants and environments.

Contact us at croptech@kemin.com

www.kemin.com/croptech

*Valena is a Kemin Crop Technologies product under  
development only. Its mention in this advertisement is solely 

to educate on the future product, and none of this current content  
is intended as a solicitation of an offer, to hold or sell any product.
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continued on page 11

Fire Blight: An Emerging 
Problem for Blackberry 
Growers in the Mid-South
By Burt Bluhm and Julia Stover, University 
of Arkansas, Dept. of Plant Pathology
This is an abbreviated and edited version 
of the full report, which may be found at 
www.raspberryblackberry.com/research-
foundation (2016 reports). Reports for 
projects funded in 2017 will be shared 
over the coming year.
Background and Initial Rationale 
Fire blight, caused by the bacterial 
pathogen Erwinia amylovora, infects all 
members of the family Rosaceae and is 
considered to be the single most devas-
tating bacterial disease of apple. Erwinia 
amylovora was first isolated from blighted 
blackberry plants in Illinois in 1976, from 
both mummified fruit and blighted canes. 
These symptoms had been sporadically 
reported previously in both blackberry 
and raspberry, but the causal agent had 
never been identified. Since this first re-
port, the disease has been found through-
out the blackberry growing regions of the 
United States, but is generally not consid-
ered to be a pathogen of major concern. 
However, with the advent of primocane 
fruiting plants, a significant increase in 
disease incidence has been witnessed in 
Arkansas and fruit loss of up to 65% has 
been reported in Illinois. 

Fire blight is a disease that is very en-
vironmentally dependent, and warm, wet 
weather at flowering is most conducive 
to serious disease development. Arkansas 
growing conditions are ideal for disease 
development, and the shift in production 
season with primocane fruiting moves 
flowering time to a time of year with 
temperatures cool enough for bacterial 
growth. This puts us at the forefront of a 
potentially devastating epidemic, as resis-
tant varieties are unknown and very few 
chemical controls are labeled for use on 
blackberry and raspberry.

After Arkansas blackberry growers 
began reporting a new disease in early 
2015, it was reported as increased inci-
dence of fireblight based on classical pre-
sentation of symptoms (Fig. 1), beginning 
with shepherd’s crooking, blossom blight, 
and ending with general cane collapse 

from the shoot tips downwards. As this 
disease is relatively rare in blackberry, 
samples were collected from infected 
blackberry plants at several growing 
sites in Northwest Arkansas for further 
study. Bacteria were isolated from these 
samples for identification. Of the bacte-
rial samples collected from symptomatic 
blackberry tissue, 100% were identified 
as species other than Erwinia amylovora 
via DNA testing. One related species, 
Pantoea agglomerans, appeared more 
frequently than any other. Our objectives 
shifted slightly to take into account these 
initial findings.
Procedures and Initial Results 
Bacteria was isolated from a number of 
primocane-fruiting blackberry cultivars 
growing at the Agriculture Research and 
Extension Center in Fayetteville, AR and 
the Fruit Experiment Station in Clarksville, 
AR. Of bacterial isolates collected from 
symptomatic blackberry plants, none 
were identified as Erwinia amylovora 
and 90% were identified as Pantoea spp., 
mostly Pantoea agglomerans.

Greenhouse plants were wound-inoc-
ulated with E. amylovora and P. agglomer-
ans to verify the comparative virulence of 
this newly identified pathogen. All results 
support the hypothesis that P. agglom-
erans is a causal agent of the blackberry 
disease that had initially been reported.

Isolates were also collected from a 

number of symptomatic apple trees in 
University of Arkansas apple breeding 
program. These trees exhibited significant 
fireblight incidence the past two flower-
ing seasons and are an excellent source 
of Malus spp.- infecting isolates. Several 
Erwinia amylovora isolates were collected 
from this block, along with a few Pantoea 
spp. isolates. Although Pantoea spp. is 
not reported to be a pathogen of apple, it 
was not surprising to isolate this organ-
ism from this block as it is a ubiquitous 
epiphyte (a plant that grows on another 
plant but is not parasitic). However, the 
presence of these isolates led to concern 

 R E S E A R C H   R E P O R T

Figure 1. Left: Shepherd’s crooking (left) and blossom blight (right) in blackberry infected 
with Pantoea agglomerans.

Help the NABG Research 
Foundation Work for You
This research was funded by NARBA’s 
North American Bramble Growers 
Research Foundation, The foundation 
relies on donations for the funds it 
uses to make its research grants, and 
its grants in 2018 depend on donations 
now. Please consider making a year-
end donation to the foundation, as an 
individual or as a business, and encour-
age the suppliers you do business with 
to also give it their support. All dona-
tions are tax-deductible. Contact the 
NARBA office for more information or 
visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/
research-foundation
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giumarra.com  •  naturespartner.com

Join our close-knit family
of the best growers in the world

Your Partner for Excellent Service

Giumarra offers world class logistics, transportation, 
and marketing services to a select group of very 
special growers from around the globe.

To find out more about how to join the Giumarra 
family, please contact Tom Richardson at 
323.415.8330 or trichardson@giumarra.com or Alan 
Abé at 610.268.0286 or aabe@giumarra.com.

I N D U S T R Y  &  P O L I C Y
  N E W S
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about whether Pantoea spp. on neigh-
boring plants could serve as a source 
of inoculum for blackberry plants and 
whether, under ideal conditions, these 
epiphytic bacteria could become patho-
genic on apple.

We evaluated the pathogenic potential 
of these isolates by inoculating green-
house plants. As in our initial study, there 
was no significant difference between the 
severity of lesions on plantlets inoculated 
with Pantoea versus those inoculated 
with Erwinia. The source of the Pantoea 
isolate also had no effect. Apple isolates 
were equally pathogenic on blackberry. 
Investigating the possibility of 
systemic infection 
One of the points of confusion about the 
infection cycle is what the initial source 
of inoculum is each season, as a com-
mon management practice for blackberry 
production involves cutting canes down 
to the crown at the end of the season, 
removing existing cankers. In apple and 
pear, E. amylovora is known to overwin-
ter in cankers on the trunk and limbs of 
the tree. Given the similarities between 
P. agglomerans and E. amylovora, we in-
vestigated whether it is possible that in 
blackberry the infection is systemic to the 
point that the crown and root tissue left 
in the soil is serving as a reservoir. Crown 
tissue was collected from cut-back canes 
in a heavily infested stand at the Arkan-
sas Agriculture Research and Extension 
Center in Fayetteville. This crown tissue 
was surface sterilized and rubbed onto LB 
plates to test for presence of the pathogen 
in the crown. The pathogen was present 
in all samples collected from all three of 
the blackberry cultivars tested.

Having found evidence to support 
the movement of bacteria into the crown 
tissue, we now aim to demonstrate that 
these bacteria will recolonize new tissue 
in the spring. 
Ongoing Research
Examining the potential role of mite 
feeding/mechanical damage in disease 
development. A correlation between 
fireblight-like symptoms and broad mite 
feeding has been noted in multiple loca-
tions by a number of growers and sci-

entists (Clark, Garcia, Johnson, personal 
communications). We aim to verify and 
explain this correlation with a number of 
controlled studies.
Vector Potential. With a correlation be-
tween pest feeding and disease severity, 
the first question is whether the pest is 
acting as a vector. In order to rule out this 
possibility, we are collaborating with an 
entomology lab working extensively with 
broadmites.

A group of PrimeArk 45 plants have 
been maintained in an experimental plot 
at the University of Arkansas Southwest 
Research and Extension Center in Hope, 
AR. These plants are heavily infested 
with broad mites, and over the course of 
the last season a number of these plants 
developed fireblight-like symptoms. We 
verified that these plants are infested 
with Pantoea agglomerans. Our collabo-
rators in entomology are in the process 
of extracting DNA from the broadmites 
present on the symptomatic plants to 
test for the presence of P. agglomerans 
in the mite’s gut and mouthparts. These 
data will provide insight into whether the 
broadmites likely vector the pathogen, or 
play a more indirect role in exacerbating 
the disease. (Contact the authors in early 
spring for results.)
Exacerbation of Systemic Infection. 
Fifteen nursery-produced ‘PrimeArk 45’ 
plantlets of a susceptible blackberry cul-

Fire Blight: An Emerging 
Problem for Blackberry 
Growers continued from page 9 

These two series of photos each picture PrimeArk 45 blackberry plantlets following in-
oculation with sterile H20 (left), Pantoea agglomerans (center), and Erwinia amylovora 
(right). Pictures are 10 days post inoculation. Younger tissues (group at left) produced 
lesions when inoculated while older tissues (group at right) produced cankers. (Inocula-
tion sites indicated with arrows.)

tivar have been produced in a greenhouse 
to prevent secondary inoculation. Ten 
plants have been wound-inoculated with 
a Pantoea agglomerans suspension. Five 
have been inoculated with sterile water. 
The plants have been maintained in the 
greenhouse to allow systemic infection to 
develop. Five systemically infected plants 
and five control plants will be exposed to 
mite feeding experiments at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas Southwest Research and 
Extension Center in Hope, AR. Disease 
development will be monitored for up to 
two months. 
Discussion
With these initial findings we have pro-
vided significant evidence that fireblight 
symptoms on Arkansas blackberry is not 
primarily caused by Erwinia amylovora 
and is likely caused in part by the ubiq-
uitous Pantoea agglomerans. Pantoea 
isolates originating from other host spe-
cies are equally pathogenic on blackberry, 
indicating that the potential reservoir of 
inoculum could be very large. There is 
evidence that this pathogen moves into 
the crown tissue, meaning that cutting 
back of canes in the winter does not en-
sure eradication of the pathogen. 

Our ongoing studies hope to clarify 
some of these concerns, but there are still 
many questions. Future work will focus 
primarily on methods of control. t
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BENEFITS:
• �Ensure�More�Profit
• Economical
• Spooks Birds
• �Simple�Installation
• Wind Powered
• �Environmentally�

Safe
• Non-Lethal

KEEP BIRDS FROM:

www.flyawaybirdies.com

816-341-5714
e-mail:�Fred@FlyAwayBirdies.com
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Schedule and Program
Please see the detailed schedule on the fol-
lowing page. A few additional notes:
Wednesday, February 21: Opening 
reception. Registrants may bring non-
registered family members accompanying 
them to Ventura.
Thursday, February 22: Full-day tour. 
Registration is limited and on a first come 
basis. Travel is by chartered bus. Stops 
include:
• A Driscoll’s ranch plus one other farm, 

still to be finalized. Expect to see rasp-
berries/blackberries/strawberries, 
both tunnels and open ground.

• Hansen Agricultural Research and Ex-
tension Center. Caneberry variety trial, 
UC strawberry breeding program selec-
tions, and subtropical fruit collection, 
with a tasting hosted by UC Master 
Gardeners and a BBQ lunch.

• Underwood Family Farms, a PYO and 
retail berry farm.

• Associates Insectary, which raises in-
sect natural enemies. 

Friday, February 23 and Saturday Feb-
ruary 24: Educational sessions & Trade 
show. The “Talking Lunch” on Saturday 
will offer multiple small group discus-
sions and presentations. We invite you to 
propose a topic! Contact NARBA.

accommodationS
Ventura Beach Marriott: Host hotel for 
conference. Special conference rate is 
$149/night. Additional nights on either 
side of the conference may be added at 
the same conference rate. Please note that 
rooms for Wednesday night are limited and 
will fill quickly. Cut-off date for reserva-
tions is February 1, 2018. Call 805-643-
6000 and mention “Raspberry & Black-
berry Conference” or make reservations 
from the link at the conference web site. 

This full-service hotel is about a block 
from the ocean and only a few minutes 

average high temperature is 66°F. 
One very special local attraction is the 

Channel Islands National Park. Day trips 
to the islands and half-day whale-watch-
ing trips are available most days. Make 
reservations via Island Packers (the only 
licensed transport to the Islands) online 
or by calling 805-642-1393. 

Strawberries are even bigger in this 
part of California than caneberries, and 
harvest should be underway during the 
time of the conference. You can also expe-
rience California agriculture at Ventura’s 
farmers markets: Downtown on Satur-
days and Midtown on Wednesdays. 

Come early or stay on to explore 
further afield: Take a trip north to the 
Santa Maria berry production area… and 
see lots of grapes and avocados as well. 
Keep going towards Watsonville/Salinas, 
and you’ll find lettuce, winter greens, and 
even more berries. Drop down to Los 
Angeles (about 1.5 hours), to see some of 
its many attractions: film industry tours, 
the renowned Getty Museum, the Griffith 
Observatory (featured in the movie La La 
Land), and much more.

more detailS 
English-Spanish translation will be 
available throughout the conference.
Poster submissions are welcome – 
including informal posters prepared by 
growers. See the conference home page.
Book discounts at the conference: See 
back page of this newsletter

NORTH AMERICAN RASPBERRY 
& BLACKBERRY CONFERENCE

Ventura, California • February 21-24, 2018
Ventura Beach Marriott

from lively Ventura Harbor and down-
town Ventura. The hotel has a restaurant, 
heated outdoor pool, and fitness center. 
Conference attendees receive free wire-
less in guest rooms and discounted park-
ing ($7/day). 
Comfort Inn Ventura Beach: Across the 
street from the Marriott. Conference rate 
is $108 for Wednesday and Thursday 
nights and $119 for Friday and Saturday 
nights. This rate includes complimentary 
hot breakfast at nearby Denny’s Restau-
rant, wireless high-speed internet, and 
free parking. To make reservations, call 
805-653-5000 and mention “Raspberry 
& Blackberry Conference”. Cut-off date for 
conference-rate reservations is January 22. 

travel
• Santa Barbara Municipal Airport (SBA) 

37.8 miles
• Burbank Bob Hope Airport (BUR) 60.3 

miles 
• Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) 

69.7 miles 
Interested in sharing a shuttle, taxi, 

or rental car? Email NARBA your travel 
information (airport, arrival/departure 
times, and cell phone). We will put travel-
ers in touch with each other.

By car: The Marriott (conference 
site) is at 2055 Harbor Blvd., Ventura, CA 
93001. This is just off Hwy 101 (exit 68, 
Seaward Avenue). The Comfort Inn across 
the street is 2094 E Harbor Blvd.

By train: There is an Amtrak station 
in Ventura, 7 minutes away by car.

the local area
Ventura is a premier vacation destination 
with lots of shops, restaurants, and his-
tory… plus that big, blue ocean. Free trol-
leys pass between downtown and Ventura 
Harbor via the Marriott, and there is 
a walking path from near the hotel to 
downtown. In late February the average 
low temperature is a balmy 45°F and the 

Register 
Now!

The Channel Islands
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conference 
Presenters
(Confirmed as of mid-November; 
list may be incomplete)
Allison Beadle, National Pro-
cessed Raspberry Council 
Andre Biscaro, Irrigation and 
Water Resources Advisor, UC 
Cooperative Extension, 
Mark Bolda, UC Strawberry 
and Caneberry Farm Advisor, 
Watsonville
Jenny Broome, Driscoll’s
Donna Lynn Brown, Director of 
Food Safety and Social Respon-
sibility, Naturipe Farms
Jim Cane, USDA-ARS Pollinat-
ing Insect Lab, Logan UT
Patricia Dingus, Yara Interna-
tional, CA
Chris Eckert, Eckert Farms, 
Belleville, MO
Gina Fernandez, Dept. of 
Horticultural Science, NC State 
University
Chad Finn, USDA-ARS, 
Corvallis, OR
Roland Fumasi, Rabobank
Eduardo Garcia, California 
Coast Crop Consultants
Mark Gaskell, UC Farm Advisor, 
San Luis Obispo  
Anna Howell, UC Cooperative 
Extension, Ventura
Katelyn Jones, Crop Production 
Services
Diego Martinez, Aneberries
Beth Mitcham, UC-Davis Post-
harvest Technology Center
Tim Nourse, Nourse Farms, S. 
Deerfield, MA
Steve Petrie, Yara Interna-
tional, WA
Miles Reiter, Driscoll’s
Bryan Saylor, Haygrove, Inc.
Bernadine Strik, Dept. of Horti-
culture, Oregon State University
Fumiomi Takeda, USDA-ARS, 
Kearneysville, WV
Ken Van Dyke, KV Farms, 
Cornelius, OR
Courtney Weber, School of In-
tegrative Plant Science, Cornell

Cooperating institution                 grand sponsor          Host sponsor

Find a list of all Sponsors and Exhibitors at the Conference webpage

Wednesday, February 21
 2:00-7:00pm       Registration  
 7:00pm            OPENING RECEPTION     
Thursday, February 22
8:00-5:30  FULL-DAY CONFERENCE TOUR by chartered bus. Buses load at 7:45 am
8:00-11:00pm  Hospitality room open
Friday, February 23
7:30-9:00am Registration.  Continental breakfast in exhibit area.   EXHIBITS open 7:30-5:00
9:00-10:45 GENERAL SESSION     • Keynote address - Miles Reiter, Driscoll’s 

• The Mexican Caneberry Industry - Diego Martinez, Aneberries/Hortifrut
11:00-12:15        BREAKOUTS
Pest & Disease
SWD management and new research
Mite pests of caneberries: ID, biology 
& management   

Blackberries
Primocane blackberry management for 
long-season production in California  
A new way to train/prune primocane-
fruiting blackberries for summer to fall 
fruit production
Frost tolerance of blackberry buds 
from bud swelling to bloom stage 

Plant Nutrition
Tissue testing to optimize fertilizer 
programs 
Calcium nutrition of raspberries

12:15-2:00 LUNCH    NARBA annual meeting and awards    Lunch is included in all Fri/Sat and Fri registrations   
2:00-5:00 BREAKOUTS
Pest & Disease
In the field: A panel of Pest Control 
Advisors on the issues they see 
Breeding, Cultivars
Searching for genes that control 
white drupelet disorder in blackberry 
Blackberry and raspberry cultivars 
from the Northwest that you can 
grow 
New cultivars, new developments, 
and current breeding efforts: Panel of 
berry breeders and nurseries 

Berry Quality/ Food Safety
Berries Worth Buying: Maintaining 
berry quality 
The Produce Rule and what it means 
for the caneberry grower: Updates and 
all YOUR questions 
Additional topic TBD

Tunnels 
Temperature management challenges in 
traditional California berry production areas  
How to accomplish successful temperature 
management in tunnels 
Optimizing water and nutrient management 
in tunnels  
Spraying/pesticide application in high 
tunnels 
Changes in overall plant/fruit development 
and insect/disease pressure in a retractable 
roof production system compared to 
tunnels 

5:00-6:00 POSTER SESSION AND RECEPTION  • Young Growers Gathering
6:00 Dinner on your own  
8:00-11:00pm Hospitality room open
Saturday, February 24
7:30-8:30 Registration.  Continental breakfast in exhibit area   EXHIBITS open 7:30am -2:00pm
8:30-10:00
   

GENERAL SESSION   • Consumer trends and successful berry promotions - Allison Beadle, National 
Processed Raspberry Council    • Forces Affecting the North American Caneberry Industry - Roland 
Fumasi, Rabobank  

10:15-12:15 BREAKOUTS
Pollination/Pest & Disease
Pollination for raspberries: How many 
bees and bee visits do you need?
Alternatives to fumigation in 
caneberries  
Organic/biological pest and disease 
management options  

New tools, technology, info
What’s new? Research, new 
developments, and new technology 
from our exhibitors and others  
 

Harvesting
Night Harvesting of Blackberries: the 
logistics of harvesting and impact on fruit 
quality
Machine harvesting of caneberries in 
Oregon  
Grower Panel on Labor and H2A  

12:15-2:00 TALKING LUNCH  Pick up a box lunch and attend any of a variety of small group discussions and 
presentations; topics TBA    Lunch is included in all Fri/Sat and Sat registrations    
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Name (primary registrant)* _________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm/Company/Institution*  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional farm/company members on this registration*___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please CIRCLE the names of all registrants requesting English-to Spanish translation at the conference.   

Mailing address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City* _____________________________________________  State/Province* _______ Zip/Postal code__________Country___________

Phone ______________________________________  E-mail _________________________________________________________
* This information will be used on nametags. Please indicate if name or company/location should differ for any registrant or our database.

NORTH AMERICAN RASPBERRY & BLACKBERRY CONFERENCE
Ventura, California • February 21-24, 2018

REGISTRATION FORM
For online registration, visit www.raspberryblackberry.com/conference-registration/

Register before Feb 13, 2018 to avoid late fees

PAYMENT   Check (make out to “NARBA” – U.S. Funds only)  Check #________     

  Credit/debit card  (Visa/Mastercard/American Express/Discover)   

Card # _______________________________________________________________ 

Expiration date ___________    

Name on card __________________________________________________________ 

REGISTRATION NOTES  
NARBA DuES: You may join NARBA with 
your registration to receive the member 
rates. Membership is per family, farm, or 
company (at one address). 25% of grower 
dues goes directly to the NABG Research 
Foundation. 
Opening Reception on Feb. 21 is open to 
all attendees who can come and does not 
need to be registered for. You may bring 
non-registering spouses or other family 
members to this reception. Please let us 
know in advance that they will attend. 
Tour registration is limited and on a first 
come basis.
Students may register at “Member Addi-
tional Registrant” rates. Children 5-15 have 
reduced fees, not shown. Contact NARBA.    
Donations support research. Donors will be 
recognized at the conference.  
Refunds: Full refund minus a $25 process-
ing fee for refunds requested by Feb. 10.  
After Feb. 10, partial refunds may be avail-
able on request. 

ADDITIONAL QuERIES
Have dietary/accessibility needs? Want to 
suggest a Saturday lunchtime discussion 
session? Other comments or questions? 
Please tell us!

___________________________________

___________________________________

_________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Members Others # persons $ amount

PRIMARY REGISTRANT (you will have only one Primary registrant)
TOUR  Feb 22 $75 $85
FRIDAY Feb 23 & SATURDAY FEB 24 $150 $180
FRIDAY Feb 23  $90 $100
SATURDAY Feb 24   $60 $80

ADDITIONAL REGISTRANTS (fees are per person)  
TOUR  Feb 22 $75 $85
FRIDAY Feb 23 & SATURDAY FEB 24 $125 $150
FRIDAY Feb 23  $80 $90
SATURDAY Feb 24   $50 $60

NARBA MEMBERSHIP DUES (see Notes at right)

 Grower   New member $50    Renewing $85   OR
 Industry  $150 (suppliers, processors, marketers,etc)   OR
 Research, extension, student $40   

Grower acreage charge  _______ acres planted in caneberries x $5. 
Maximum charge is $100

DONATION to North American Bramble Growers Research Foundation

LATE REGISTRATION for registrations received after Feb. 13
$15/person fee

TOTAL DuE

SEND REGISTRATIONS TO:  
NARBA, 197 Spring Creek Rd., Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA     
Fax: 866-511-6660  Email: info@raspberryblackberry.com  
Questions? info@raspberryblackberry.com, 919-542-4037



NARBA 2017 Officers and 
Executive Council 
President - Fred Finney, Moreland Fruit 
Farm,1558 W Moreland Rd., Wooster, OH 
44691, 330-264-8735, fred@moreland-
fruitfarm.com
Vice President - Pierson Geyer, Agrib-
erry Farm, 6289 River Rd, Hanover, VA 
23069, 804-514-5955, pierson.geyer@
gmail.com
Treasurer - Chris Eckert, Eckert Or-
chards Inc., 951 South Greenmount Road, 
Belleville, IL 62220, 618-779-8646, chris.
eckert@eckerts.com
Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
197 Spring Creek Rd. Pittsboro, NC 
27312, 919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, 
info@raspberryblackberry.com
Regional Representatives:
Region 1 (represents all of Canada, Eu-
rope) David Mutz, Berryhaven Farm, 320 
Mt. Lehman Rd., Abbotsford, BC V4X 2L4, 
Canada, 604-308-6871, mutz_d@shaw.ca
Region 2 (represents CT, NH, NY, MA, ME, 
RI & VT) Courtney Weber, NYSAES, 630 
W North St., Geneva, NY 14456, 315-787-
2395, caw34@cornell.edu
Region 3 (represents DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA, 
VA, WV) Pierson Geyer, Agriberry Farm, 
6289 River Rd, Hanover, VA 23069, 804-
514-5955, pierson.geyer@gmail.com

Region 4 (represents IN, KY, MI, OH, WI) 
Jim Jedele, Berry Hill Farm, 12835 N. Ter-
ritorial Rd., Dexter, MI 48130, 734-475-
1516, jljedele@yahoo.com
Region 5 (represents AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, 
NC, SC, TN). Marvin Williams, Williams 
Farm, 2127 Sapp Lake Rd., Enigma, GA 
31749, 229-392-5253, mtministries@
yahoo.com.
Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IL, KS, MO, 
MN, ND, NE, OK) Chris Eckert, Eckert Or-
chards Inc., 951 South Greenmount Road, 
Belleville, IL 62220, 618-779-8646, chris.
eckert@eckerts.com
Region 7 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, HA, 
MT, NM, OR, TX, UT, WA, WY, Mexico, & Cen-
tral/South America) Julie Schedeen, Sche-
deen’s Farm, P.O. Box 172, Boring OR 97009, 
503-658-4730, schedeens@msn.com
At Large: 
Richard Barnes, Tanglewood Berry Farm/
Trellis Growing Systems, 2427 S. Hadley 
Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46804, 260-241-3128, 
rcbarnes@trellisgrowingsystems.com.

Scott Norman, Naturipe Farms, 1611 
Bunker Hill Way, Ste 250, Salinas, CA 
93906, 831-229-4126, snorman@  
naturipefarms.com.
North American Bramble Growers  
Research Foundation
The NARBA Executive Council also serve 
as the Trustees of the Foundation.

Research Committee Co-Chairs: 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research  Drive, 
Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-3562, Jeff_
Chandler@ncsu.edu 
Patrick Byers, University of Missouri 
Extension, 2400 S Scenic Ave, Springfield, 
MO, 65807, 417-881-8909, byerspl@
missouri.edu  

North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA)
197 Spring Creek Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA

Working together to promote 
the production and marketing 
of raspberries and blackberries.

wiNteR, 2016-2017
t

Best wishes  
for the holiday 
season!

 Book discounts  
At NARBA’s conference in Ventura, Uni-
versity of California Agriculture and Natu-
ral Resources will offer for sale many of 
UC’s practical, peer-reviewed manuals for 
berry growers – with a discount for pre-
orders. Use this link http://ucanr.edu/
survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=22236 
to pre-order publications by February 
2 and you’ll receive 30% off your order. 
Publications included in this offer include 
the Freshmarket Caneberry Production 
Manual, the Organic Strawberry Produc-
tion Manual, and Strawberry Deficiency 
Symptoms. The folks at UC ANR will have 
your order ready for pick up at the confer-
ence, so you’ll save on shipping too!
NARBA also offers members the Raspber-
ry & Blackberry Production Guide for the 
Northeast, Midwest, and Eastern Canada at 
a significant discount. And we have ONE 
copy left of the Pest & Disease Compen-
dium. Christmas gifts, anyone?


