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NARBA Membership
It’s time to renew your NARBA 
membership for 2013 – please take a 
moment to renew today! Page 8, also 
the back of the conference registration 
form, is a membership form. Please 
use this form whether or not you are 
coming to the conference. 

If you are simply renewing a 
NARBA membership, and not attend-
ing the conference, send the form to 
the NARBA office. 

If you are mailing in a conference 
registration too, just send everything 
to the NASGA address in one enve-
lope and payment rather than send 
your renewal to the NARBA office 
separately– we’ll get it all sorted out. 
(You’ll see that the form also offers a 
way to join or renew membership in 
the North American Strawberry Grow-
ers Association, our partner in this 
conference.)

If you know growers who are not 
members, this is a good time to en-
courage them to join, so they can be 
sure to get a full year of benefits.

Register Now for the 
North American Berry 
Conference in Portland!
The conference has been front page news 
in The Bramble for while in this newslet-
ter, and now it’s really getting close. An 
exciting program of speakers and topics 
is scheduled, and the tour will surely be a 
highlight as well. 

The conference program, details 
about travel and accommodations, and 
a registration form are included in this 
newsletter. The registration form is 
printed so you can easily pull that page 
out of the newsletter to send it in. A link 
to online registration is on our website 
(see the box at the top of the home page 
of www.raspberryblackberry.com). 

Deadlines: Be sure to make your 
hotel reservations promptly – January 6 
is the cut-off date through which the very 
low conference rate is guaranteed. For 
the conference itself, rates go up after 

January 20. Space on the tour is limited, 
so register soon!

Membership: Conference fees are 
significantly lower for members. You can 
register at member rates based on your 
2012 membership, but things will go 
smoother if you go ahead and renew be-
fore the conference rather than on site. 

Program Update

Setting the program for any conference 
tends to be a long process. On page 9, 
you’ll find a detailed program, including 
most presenters. Take a moment to read 
all that fine print and you’ll it’s going to 
be a great program. Here are a few addi-
tions of note since last newsletter:

Ayers Creek Farm, operated by Antho-
ny Boutard and his wife, Carol, has been 
added to the tour. The Boutards are certi-
fied organic growers of berries and other 
crops. Those who read NARBA E-Forum 

posts already know how articulate and 
observant a grower Anthony is.!

Columbia Empire Farms, an inte-
grated grower/processor, has dropped off 
the tour, but we’re looking to find another 
processing operation to visit, as process-
ing is such an important part of the Or-
egon berry industry.

Harvey Hall, raspberry breeder from 
New Zealand, has been added to the pro-
gram and will give his special perspective 
on the global raspberry industry.  

Elaine Ingham, a highly regarded soil 
scientist associated with the Rodale Insti-
tute, will talk about Ecology of the Soil 
Food Web.

Several more NARBA member grow-
ers will now be telling about their farms, 
including Randy Honcoop (Linden, WA) 
and Henry & David Mutz (Abbotsford, 
BC), joining Carolyn Vouligny of Les 
Productions Hrticuoles Demers, sched-
uled earlier. t 

If you have any questions, or issues 
with registration, feel free to contact the 
NARBA office. See you there!

A Pacific Northwest style of cane tying. 

Oregon researchers Bernadine Strik and 
Chad Finn, who are both speakers at 
the conference, look over berry samples. 
Tour participants will have the opportu-
nity to evaluate frozen berries of different 
selections..
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Briefly Speaking...
Fellow Members,

 As I’m writing this at the end of November, I’m in West Virginia, at a Stakeholder 
Advisory Meeting for a national SCRI-funded project that will tackle the problem of 
the dreaded Brown Marmorated Stink Bug. While this started out as a regional pest in 
the Mid-Atlantic, it has already spread. Throughout the country, east and west, dozens 
of researchers are now working diligently and in sync to arm growers with tools and 
knowledge to get this pest under control.

Spotted Wing Drosophila is another dreaded pest that started regionally and now 
has major national impact. What was once a regional problem is now a national prob-
lem. Growers are losing both fruit and sales, and a single negative report in the media 
could shut down the industry. The largest grant supporting SWD research has focused 
on the West Coast production region, where the problem first began. I’m hoping, that 
with the problems we now face with SWD up and down the entire east coast, that the 
same level of funding, effort, and coordination could be focused on the Eastern expe-
rience of this pest and an east-west national effort. An Eastern SCRI grant needs to be 
given quickly so that we too can work on the unique challenges that this pest presents 
in our different climate and landscape. If such as grant is awarded, these Eastern and 
Western groups can collaborate, cooperate, and be sure not to duplicate any research, 
and hopefully more quickly learn how we can put an end to yet another destructive 
pest of the entire berry industry. 

This combined effort theme makes me think of the Portland berry conference. 
Joining us in Portland this year is North American Strawberry Growers Association 
and the Oregon Blueberry Conference. The large Northwest Ag Show will be open for 
all and the North American Direct Farm Marketers Assoc. will start after our sessions 
end. With all this going on that is outward, there are also groups and meetings that 
will be going on behind the scenes. Board meetings, committee meetings and research 
groups that are so important to the associations and industry as a whole. Perfect 
examples of this are the RosBreed group, working on genomics of Rosaceae (which 
includes bramble, strawberries, apples and more), and the Clean Plant Network, work-
ing to assist nurseries to provide high-quality, disease-free plants to growers. Both of 
these – as well as the National Berry Crops Initiative, the consortium of berry organi-
zations that NARBA is a member of – are meeting around the time of our conference.  

 Regardless of whether you’re a grower, researcher or industry associate, it cer-
tainly seems true that, “All roads lead to Portland.”

 I can’t wait for the excitement and energy that a good conference can bring, as we 
all come together once again with all the friends and associates we’ve made because 
of our common denominator.

 See you in the great Pacific Northwest.

      Your President, Nathan Milburn

Call for Nominations
Elections for seats on the Executive Council, NARBA’s board of directors, will 
be held at NARBA’s annual meeting on January 29, 2013. The seats for Regional 
Representatives for Region 1, Region 3, Region 5, Region 7 and one at-large 
seat are open for election. See the make-up of each region and their current repre-
sentatives on the back page of this newsletter. Executive Council members serve 
two-year terms. They hold a face-to-face meeting at the annual conference and 
conduct other meetings and discussions via conference call and email. To make 
a nomination please contact any member of the current Executive Council or the 
NARBA office. Volunteers for Regional Representatives are welcome! 

Recipe Brochures from NARBA
Order some today. Prices:

100: $12 plus $5 shipping
300: $32 plus $10 shipping
500: $52 plus $10 shipping
1000: $90 plus $15 shipping

You can mix the two 
brochures in your total 
quantity, but please order 
by 100s (e.g., no 150/150 
orders). Larger orders can 
be imprinted with your 
farm logo and con-
tact info. Contact 
the NARBA office 
or download an or-
der form at: 
www.raspberryblack-
berry.com/webdocs/
BrochureOrderForm-
Members.pdf
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Aphid Resistance in 
Black Raspberries
NARBA member Chad Finn, a USDA 
Agricultural Research Service horticul-
turist at the Horticultural Crops Research 
Unit in Corvallis, Oregon, and colleague 
Michael Dossett of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada are the first to find 
and report black raspberry resistance to 
the large raspberry aphid. They screened 
seedlings from 132 wild black raspberry 
populations for aphid resistance. Strong 
resistance was found in three of these 
populations – one each from Ontario, 
Maine, and Michigan. Aphid resistance 
in the Ontario and Maine populations 
seems to be controlled by multiple genes, 
while resistance in the Michigan popula-
tion is governed by one dominant gene.

Identifying these genes will make it 
easier for breeders to incorporate aphid 
resistance into commercial black rasp-
berry cultivars. Aphid control is impor-
tant because fruit production is severely 

Solving the Identity 
Problem of Black  
Raspberry Varieties
By Michael Dossett, Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada - Pacific Agri-Food 
Research Centre

About two years ago, I did some work 
with Chad Finn and the National Clonal 
Germplasm Repository (NCGR) in 
Corvallis, Oregon, to perform genetic 
fingerprinting of black raspberries from 
the NCGR collection, from Chad’s breed-
ing program, from nurseries, from black 
raspberry growers, and from plants that 
Kim Lewers (USDA-ARS Beltsville) and 
Courtney Weber (Cornell) had as well. 
Part of this was sparked when we noticed 
that some of the plants we received from 
one of the nurseries ripened much later 
than some of the others, and part of it 
was from some preliminary work I did on 
the NCGR collection. 

In a nutshell, what we found was a 
big jumbled mess. There were more than 
ten different clones being sold or grown 
as Munger, although only one of these 
was predominant. Clones we received 
from the eastern U.S. as Munger didn’t 

match any we had in Oregon or Wash-
ington, although what we were calling 
Munger in Oregon appears to be the 
same as what people in the eastern U.S. 
are calling Bristol. In addition there many 
other mismatches. 

This issue not only has implications 
for researchers trying to compare results 
across regions, it also creates a lot of 
confusion as we try to breed better variet-
ies. We have already run into this issue in 
Chad’s breeding program where we used 
plants as parents in crosses that were sup-
posed to be one thing and turned out to 
be something different. 

Part of the dif-
ficulty is that the 
problem is very 
widespread and un-
less there is some 
coordination from 
the larger players 
involved in distrib-
uting and growing 
the plants, there 
will continue to be 
an ongoing issue 
where we’re calling 
the same thing by 
different names and 

in some cases calling things by one name 
when they actually represent several dif-
ferent things. 

I look forward to an opportunity to 
discuss the problem and possible solu-
tions. t

Michael Dossett will lead a ses-
sion discussing this topic at our 
conference in Portland on Janu-
ary 30. All nursery producers and 
sellers are especially invited to 
attend, with the goal of working 
together towards a solution.

impacted by black raspberry necrosis 
virus, which is transmitted by the large 
raspberry aphid. This and other aphids 
are important virus vectors in North 
American black raspberries.

Although breeding for aphid resis-
tance has been recognized as an impor-
tant tool for protecting red raspberries 
from viral infection, this is the first report 
of aphid resistance in black raspberry. t

More Black Raspberry 
Research 
As reported in the Winter 2011-2012 is-
sue of The Bramble, a multi-institution 
project for black raspberries was funded 
as a SCRI grant in 2011, involving re-
searchers in Oregon, North Carolina, 
Ohio, New York, and Canada, and grower 
cooperators in Oregon, North Carolina, 
and New York and is now underway. Ob-
jectives of this project include:

• Develop molecular breeding tools 
for black raspberry cultivar improvement

• Evaluate the transferability of ge-
nomic tools from black raspberry to red 
raspberry, and possibly blackberry

• Better understand consumer prefer-
ences, regional consumer differences, and 
factors promoting black raspberry market 
expansion by using sensory panels, focus 
groups, and other social science assess-
ment techniques.

We expect great work to be forthcom-
ing from this group!

Symptoms of black raspberry necrosis 
virus. Photo USDA-ARS.
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Winter Bramble Meetings
Besides the North American Berry Conference in Portland, Oregon, there are quite 
a few regional meetings this winter. Here are some we know about:

January 10-11 – Savannah, Georgia 
A day and a half of blackberry/raspberry educational sessions, are being coordi-
nated by NARBA at the Southeast Regional Fruit & Vegetable Conference. The 
program was published in the Autumn issue of The Bramble, and an updated and 
complete program may also be found in the “Events” section of www.raspber-
ryblackberry.com. This conference also includes a large trade show (Friday and 
Saturday) and tracks of sessions on blueberries, peaches, vegetables, organics, di-
rect marketing, and more. For more information and online registration, visit www.
seregionalconference.com. 

January 24-26 – Abbotsford, British Columbia
Horticulture Growers Short Course, sponsored by the Lower Mainland Horti-
culture Improvement Association in association with the Pacific Ag Show at the 
Tradex Exhibition Centre (Abbotsford Airport) in Abbotsford, BC. Caneberry ses-
sions are concentrated on January 24, but there are berry sessions each day. Topics 
include SWD, New Products and Spray Timings for Raspberry Crown Borer; New 
Varieties, Integrated Nematode Management in Raspberries; Weed Management; 
New Raspberry Viruses; How Much Water Do My Raspberries Really Need? and 
Why Are Our Raspberry Fields Underperforming? For more information and to 
register, visit www.agricultureshow.net/horticulture-growers-short-course.

February 19 – Shelby, North Carolina
Sixth Annual NC Commercial Blackberry and Raspberry Growers Associa-
tion Meeting, 10 am - 3 pm, Cleveland County Extension Office, 130 S. Post Rd. 
Suite 1, Shelby, NC 28152. Program includes: Labor Issues and E-Verify for NC 
Growers; What YOU Need to Know about Labor Laws and Regulations; Caneberry 
Fertility; Caneberry Pruning Techniques; Insect Update; Older Caneberry Plant-
ings: what to do now. Registration is $10. RSVP to Daniel Shires at 704-482-4365 
or dlshires@ncsu.edu.

Jones Family Farms

Micropropagated
Certified/Virus-Indexed

Blackberry Plants
The berry best plants you can get!

Greenhouse Grown Only!!!
 Jones Family Farms        Barbara 252-399-9844
 7094 Honeysuckle lane       Home 252-235-3248
 Bailey, NC  27807   Fax 252-235-0155

Email: sales@jonesfarmsnc.com
Web Site: www.jonesfarmsnc.com

E V E N T S

January 10-11, 2013 – Southeast Re-
gional Fruit & Vegetable Conference, 
in Savannah, GA, See box below.

January 24-26, 2013 – Horticulture 
Growers Short Course, Abbotsford, BC. 
See box below. 

January 27-30, 2013 – North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
in Portland, OR. Program and registration 
form in this newsletter.

January 29 -31, 2013 – Mid-Atlantic 
Fruit and Vegetable Convention, Her-
shey Lodge and Convention Center, Her-
shey, PA. See www.mafvc.org/.

February 1-6, 2013 – North American 
Farmers Direct Marketing Conference 
In Portland, OR, directly following our 
North American Berry Conference at the 
same location. Visit www.nafdma.com/
PNW2013/.

February 19, 2013 – Sixth Annual NC 
Commercial Blackberry and Rasp-
berry Growers Association Meeting, 
Shelby, NC. See box below.  

February 27, 2013 – 8th Annual ORBC 
Production Workshop for Commercial 
Raspberry and Blackberry Grow-
ers, 8:30am - 3:30pm at the Wellspring 
Conference Center, 1475 Mt. Hood Ave., 
Woodburn, OR. For more information, 
call 503-289-7287 or email tom@peer-
bolt.com.

April 24-26 2013 – Global Berry Con-
gress, Santiago, Chile. For more informa-
tion, visit www.berrycongress.com/

June 18-20, 2013 – Berry Health Ben-
efits Symposium, in Concord, NC. Join 
leading researchers and industry leaders 
to learn about the newest research in this 
field. First time the event has been held 
on the East Coast! For more information, 
visit www.berryhealth.org.

June, 2015 – 11th International Rubus 

Aneberries: About 450 people attended 
the second international congress of 
Aneberries, the National Association of 
Berries Exporters, in Guadalajara Oct. 
3-5 – up around 50% from last year.

According to The Packer (Oct. 9, 
2013), increased consumption and new 
markets are top priorities for the expand-
ing Mexican blackberry industry, accord-
ing to growers and shippers. The Packer 
noted that many said they worry Mexico 
is near the point of overproduction on 
blackberries in spring and winter months, 
and that marketers are looking to new 
markets, beyond the U.S. and Canada, as 
well as to as new channels of distribution, 
such as food service. Reliance on just a 
few varieties (primarily Tupy) is seen as 
a weakness of the industry. See the full 
article at www.thepacker.com/fruit-vege-
table-news/173318221.html

& Ribes Symposium, in Asheville, NC, 
with preconference tour to farms and 
research sites. More info to come. If you 
are interested in being a sponsor of this 
event, contact gina_fernandez@ncsu.edu. 

Contact NARBA to have bramble-related 
events included here and posted on our 
web calendar. 
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be managed in the fall and winter using 
preemergent herbicides. Determine 
what weeds have been or could be a 
problem in your area. Check with local 
extension agent for cultural or chemical 
means to control these weeds. 
q Establishing new blackberry or black 

raspberry plants into rows of black 
plastic or landscape cloth can reduce 
weed problems significantly. For red 
raspberries, straw mulch works best 
since new canes will emerge within the 
row, and must be able to push through 
the mulch.

Insect and disease scouting
q Scout fields for insect and disease 

damage and remove those canes. 
q If possible, remove any wild brambles 

by the roots that are within 600 ft of 
your planting during the winter, or treat 
them with glyphosphate in autumn.
q Apply liquid lime sulfur to dormant 

canes, just prior to bud break, for dis-
ease control.

Winter Bramble 
Chores
This list was developed by 

Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Special-
ist at NC State University and reviewed 
by Dr. Marvin Pritts at Cornell. Chores 
and timing may be somewhat different in 
your area or for your cropping system. 
For recommendations for the Pacific 
Northwest, we encourage you to sub-
scribe to the email “Small Fruit Update” 
by emailing info@peerbolt.com.

Plant growth and development
q Plant is “dormant” and accumulating 

chilling hours.
q Some differentiation may be occurring 

in the flower buds.

Pruning and trellising
q Pruning should occur in late winter or 

early spring. Ice storms can do tre-
mendous damage to plants and trellis 
systems. If you produce blackberries 
in areas where ice storms are common, 
pruning can take place early winter to 
help avoid severe damage. Wait until 
early spring to prune floricane rasp-
berries so winter injured wood can be 
removed.
q Make trellis repairs after plants have de-

foliated but before pruning and training.

Primocane fruiting raspberries

q Prune (mow) primocane fruiting types 
to the ground 
Floricane-fruiting raspberries
q prune out the spent floricanes 
q tie canes to wires so they are spread out
q cut any lateral branches back to 6”
q thin canes to 6–8 / hill (3’ spacing) or    

3-4 canes per linear ft. of row

Erect blackberry types
q prune out the spent floricanes 
q tie canes to wires in a fan shape
q cut lateral branches back to 8-12”
q thin canes to 6-8 canes/hill (4’ spacing)

Trailing blackberry types

q prune out spent floricanes

q tie or weave canes to wire so that they   
     do not overlap

q prune side laterals to 12-18”

q thin canes to 6-8/ hill (6-8’ spacing

Weed control 
q Many summer weed problems can best 

Thinking about Farm Labor Issues

Planting
q Growers in warmer areas can plant 

in December. In northern areas, set 
dormant plants in spring when the soil 
thaws.
q Take soil tests to determine fertility 

needs one year before planting. Amend 
the soil in the fall prior to spring planting. 
q Prepare list of cultivars for next year’s 

new plantings. A commercial small 
fruit nursery list can be found at at 
www.smallfruit.org or www.hort.cor-
nell.edu/nursery. 

Water management
q Make repairs to irrigation system 

(check pumps, lines, etc).
q Plants generally do not need supple-

mental water in winter.

Marketing and miscellaneous
q Order containers for next season.
q Make contacts for selling fruit next 

season.
q Attend grower meetings.
 

Has your farm experienced a labor short-
age? Have you been affected by the more 
punitive and restrictive policies adopted 
by some states? Are you concerned about 
how and when immigration reform will 
be accomplished? 

For many of our members, labor – 
both cost and supply – is a major concern 
and a limiting factor in their success. 
NARBA has become a member of the 
National Council of Agricultural Em-
ployers, to better tie in with efforts to 
improve national labor policy, but as the 
NARBA Executive Council thinks about 
what role the Association can take on this 
intractable issue, and as the new legisla-
tive cycle begins, NARBA welcomes 
your input and suggestions. 

A story on CNN recently caught the 
attention of NARBA’s president, Nathan 
Milburn, who commented “This piece hit 
me with some good facts, views, and an-
gles that I have not looked at before.” See 
it at www.cnn.com/2012/03/02/opinion/
garcia-illegal-immigrants/index.html. 

NARBA VP Fred Koenigshof notes, 
“I don’t think those that call for closing 
the borders and think we can depend on 
domestic labor to do any work under-

stand that if we do that, eventually most 
of fresh produce is going to come from 
outside our borders.”

Mark Bolda, UC Davis Extension, 
recently posted on his caneberry/straw-
berry blog: “One of the increasing chal-
lenges for strawberry and caneberry busi-
nesses on the Central Coast in California 
has been the persistent shortage of labor. 
Many large operations over this past 
year reported a shortage of 10 to 15% of 
workers with some smaller farms report-
ing even higher percentages.

“My prediction is that this shortage 
will continue to persist, and as a matter 
of fact may become more pronounced in 
the years to come. I base this assertion 
on two theses, the first being changing 
demographics and an improving econo-
my in Mexico affecting the dynamics of 
labor immigration and the second having 
to do with competition for labor coming 
from strengthening rental markets and 
improved conditions for home building in 
the United States.” t

Please share your thoughts about 
immigration and the role NARBA might 
play with any Executive Council member.
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All Roads Lead to Portland and the North American Berry Conference!
Our 2013 conference is a joint confer-
ence of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association NARBA) and 
the North American Strawberry Grow-
ers Association (NASGA). We are joined 
as well on January 29 by the Oregon 
Blueberry Conference. See the sched-
ule, on page 9; additional information, 
especially about the tour, was in the 
Autumn issue of The Bramble and is also 
online at www.raspberryblackberry.com. 
All attendees get free registration to the 
NW Ag Show (Jan 29-31) and you can 
take in additional educational sessions 
for caneberries there on Jan 31, after our 
conference ends...and then stay on for 
the North American Farmers Direct Mar-
keting Conference, if you choose!

Location & Travel: Portland is a lively 
city surrounded by one of the nation’s 
leading production areas for blackber-
ries, black raspberries, red raspberries, 
and strawberries. Our host hotel is the 

DoubleTree Hilton Portland in downtown 
Portland, with an excellent room rate of 
$79/night (plus taxes/fees). Parking is 
free for conference registrants. Portland 
International Airport is about nine miles 
from the hotel. Besides taxi, shuttles, or 
rental car, an easy way to get to the hotel 
is by the Max Line light rail. It takes 35-
40 minutes, with one transfer, at a cost of 
only $2.50.

To make hotel reservations: Call 503-
281-6111 or 800-996-0510. Ask for the 

room block with the code “NAFDMA”. 
These special group rates are guaranteed 
through January 6. 

Conference Registration: Register 
online (the link is on the home page of 
www.raspberryblackberry.com) or with 
the registration form in this newsletter. 

Frequently Asked Questions (or ones 
that are likely to be asked):

Can I still register at member rates if I 
haven’t sent my membership renewal yet? 
Yes, you can go ahead and register as a 
member, and then renew.

Is there a lower rate for my spouse or 
other family members? Sorry, not for this 
conference; too many of the expenses 
involve per-person items like meals and 
the bus. Use the by-the-day options for 
any family members who are only taking 
the tour or coming one day. One session 
on January 30 is open to all family mem-
bers, registered or not.

Why should registrations (and member-
ships) be sent to the NASGA office? 
Kevin Schooley of NASGA is handling 
the registration and finances for the con-
ference (thank you, Kevin). We’ll sort it 
all out at the end. 

If I am coming to the NAFDMA meeting 
too, how do I handle the hotel reserva-
tions? Accommodations are included 
in the NAFDMA registration packages. 
We’re all using the one big “NAFDMA” 
hotel block, but you will need to make 
separate reservations for the nights of the 
Berry Conference.

I can’t come to the conference. Can I get 
anything from the conference sessions? 
Proceedings of the conference will be 
published on CD and sent to all NARBA 
members, whether they come or not, as 
a benefit of membership. Proceedings 
include PowerPoint presentations, hand-
outs, articles, and other supplemental 
materials. t

So, okay: it can be grey, wet, and muddy in Oregon in January (not sure when tis pic-
ture was taken, but you get the idea). If you are going on the tour, bring your boots! 
However, it’s not likely to be cold: Portland’s average January high in is 47º and the 
average low is 36º, with very little chance of snow.

Make hotel reservations by January 6!



The bramble: newsleTTer of The norTh AmericAn rAspBerry & BlAckBerry AssociATion, winTer 2012-2013 7

2013 North American Berry Conference 
       January 27-30 – Portland, Oregon

     Registration Form

Membership status: Member of NARBA  Member of NASGA  Joining one or both with this registration Non-member

Name (primary registrant)* __________________________________________________________________________________

Farm/Company/institution*  ______________________________________________________________________________

Additional farm/company members on this registration*_____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City* ________________________________________  State/Province* ________ Zip/Postal code____________Country________

Phone ______________________________________________  E-mail _____________________________________________
* this information will be used on nametags. Please note if nametags should be different. 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
All registrations are per-person. If members of your 
group are registering for different options, please note 
who is signing up for which options (eg tours). Tours have 
limited registration and are on a first-come basis.

MEMBERS
(NASGA/NARBA)

NON-
MEMBERS

# persons $ amountReceived
by

Jan 20

After
Jan 20

Received
by

Jan 20

After
Jan 20

FULL CONFERENCE PACKAGE
Full conference (Jan 27 reception, Jan 28 tour, Jan 
29-30 sessions & lunches)

$295 $325 $380 $410

BY-THE-DAY REGISTRATION
Jan 28 tour (includes lunch and dinner) $95 $115 $115 $125

Jan 29 sessions and lunch $125 $140 $165 $180

Jan 30 sessions and lunch $125 $140 $165 $180

Jan 29 & 30 sessions and lunch $230 $250 $310 $330

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES

MEMBERSHIP FEES (from membership page)  NARBA $___________ NASGA $___________

TOTAL DUE

PAYMENT Mastercard   VIsa      Check (make out to “NASGA” – U.S. Funds only)    Check Number  ___________________    

Card number _______________________________________________________________  Expiration date ____________________

Name on card _________________________________________________Signature_______________________________________

Billing address _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Send registrations to: North American Strawberry Growers Association
30 Harmony Way, Kemptville, ON K0G 1J0 Canada 
Fax to 613-258-9129 or E-mail scans to info@nasga.org 

Hotel Reservations: To make your reservations at the DoubleTree Portland, call 503-281-6111 or 800-996-0510. Be sure to identify 
yourself as part of the block “NAFDMA” and make your reservation by . Room rate: $79/night.

Questions? NASGA: info@nasga.org, 613-258-4587     NARBA: info@raspberryblackberry.com, 919-542-4037
7
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The North American Straw-
berry Growers Assocation 
offers access to the top straw-
berry researchers and horti-
culturists in the United States 
and Canada.  It serves as a 

lobby for berry growers on the national level and provides 
over $50,000 annually toward research. It holds both an 
annual conference and a summer tour. NASGA member-
ship benerits includes: a quarterly newsletter subscription, 
reduced registration fees for NASGA events, a website 
listing, and a Membership Resource Directory. The NASGA 
website provides members with current and past news-
letters as well as presentations from previous meetings.  
NASGA is a proud sponsor of many research projects and 
these reports are also available to NASGA members on its 
website. Learn more at www.nasga.org.com.

The North American Raspberry & 
Blackberry Association (NARBA) 
provides resources and information to 
growers, speaks out for the  raspberry 
and blackberry industry, and informs 
the public and the media. It holds 
educational conferences and meetings, 
such as this conference, and supports 
raspberry and blackberry research 

through its North American Bramble Growers Research 
Foundation. Benefits of membership include The Bramble, 
NARBA’s quarterly newsletter., Proceedings of the annual 
conference, an annual membership directory, discount con-
ference registration and publications, and special “Mem-
bers Only” resources, including recipe brochures, consumer 
handouts, and an E-Forum for sharing queries, and com-
ments. Learn more at www.raspberryblackberry.com.

NASGA MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Business Membership  (growers, nurseries, suppliers)
Rejoining (member 2010-2012) 
 $175 USA, Canada and Mexico   $190 other countries
New Member:  
 $85 USA, Canada and Mexico    $95 other countries     
Individual Membership (Research, Extension, Student)
 $55 USA, Canada & Mexico    $65 other countries  
Corporate Membership (includes up to $400 in newsletter 
advertising annually)   $500 (all countries)  

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________Date ________________

Farm/Company/Institution ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________________State___________Zip Code ______________ Country_________________

Phone #1 ______________________________________________________ (  home     work     farm     cell     toll-free )

Phone #2 ______________________________________________________ (  home     work    farm     cell     toll-free )

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fax __________________________________________Website  _____________________________________________________________

PAYMENT    Amount to NARBA $ _______________  Amount to NASGA $ ______________________   Total Amount $ ______________ 

 Check     Credit card # _________________________________________________Exp. Date __________________ CVV number _________

Name on card ___________________________________________________ Signature _____________________________________________

Send to: For conference registration, NASGA membership or both NASGA & NARBA membership: NASGA, 30 Harmony Way, Kemptville, ON K0G 1J0 
Canada, fax 613-258-9129. For NARBA membership only: NARBA, 1138 Rock Rest Rd., Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA, fax 866-511-6660.

2013 North American Berry Conference
NARBA/NASGA Membership Application 

Join the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association and/or the North American Strawberry 
Growers Association in advance of your registration for the 2013 North American Berry Conference 
and take advantage of the lower conference fees member benefit right away.

NARBA MEMBERSHIP FEES
1/4 of grower dues goes directly to the North American Bramble  
Growers Research Foundation.  
Grower membership:      
 New members: $50     Returning members: $85    
Plus Acreage Charge (all growers):  $5 per acre of raspber-
ries/blackberries, maximum $100   $5 x _____ = ________
 Researchers, extension, students: $40    
 Industry (suppliers, processors, marketers, etc.): $150
Please send newsletters   by mail   by email (pdf file)     

8

Please use this form for your NARBA membership renewal, whether or not you plan to attend the conference. 
If you wish to join the North American Strawberry Growers Association or renew a NASGA membership, you also 
do that at the same time on this form.  
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North American Berry Conference Schedule at a Glance
Sunday, January 27- Opening Reception
2:00-5:30 Board and committee meetings
7:00-9:00 Registration. Welcome Reception. Talk by Bernadine Strik, “The History of Berry Production in Oregon—From Wagon Trail to the 21st Century”
Monday, January 28 – All-Day Tour
7:00-7:45 Registration, Coffee in lobby, load buses
7:45 am-
9:00 pm

Tour: OSU North Willamette Research & Extension Center, Unger Farms, Ayers Creek Farm, other grower fields, pakcer/processor TBD.  includes 
lunch at Unger Farm and dinner at McMenamins Forest Grove.

Evening Hospitality Room, tentative
Tuesday, January 29 – Educational Sessions. Oregon Blueberry Meeting concurrent – all sessions open to our attendees.
7:00-8:30 am Registration. Coffee, etc. in exhibit area  
8:30-10:00 General Session. • Grower Spotlight: Julie Schedeen; Schedeen’s Farm, Boring, OR  • The SWD Terror: Understanding the bug & its impacts:

Panel discussion with Vaughn Walton, OSU; Jana Lee, USDA-ARS; Nate Nourse, Nourse Farms (MA), Chris Matthews, Garroute Farms (CA)
Strawberry Breakouts Caneberry Breakouts Various Topics 

10:10-11:00 Diagnosing and Managing Viruses in Strawber-
ries – Bob Martin, USDA-ARS Corvallis

SWD in Caneberries: the End of IPM?  
Vaughn Walton, Mark Bolda, Tom Peerbolt, 
Peerbolt Crop Mgmt, Gina Fernandez, NCSU 

Selling Value Added Products: Ideas that Work 
A Roundtable Discussion

Disease Management in Day Neutral 
Strawberries – Odile Carisse, Ag-Canada

11:10-12:00 Low Tunnels – Kim Lewers, USDA-ARS Belts-
ville

Caneberry CSI: Diagnosing Mysterious 
Symptoms - Mark Bolda, UC Extension; Tom 
Peerbolt, Peerbolt Crop Management

Sharing the Health Benefits Message- Panel 
Discussion, Cat McKenzie, ORBC/SC; Tom 
Krugman, WRRC, moreThe impacts of fumigation and alternatives on 

soil ecology– Tom Forge
12:00-1:30 Lunch and NASGA annual meeting, awards. 
1:30-2:30 SWD and Its Impact on Strawberries – Vaughn 

Walton, Tom Peerbolt, Mark Bolda  
Caneberry breeding update – Chad Finn, US-
DA-ARS; Pat Moore, WSU; Gina Fernandez, 
NCSU; Harvey Hall, Shekinah Berries Ltd 

Healthy Soils for Nutritious Berries - Dick Funt, 
Ohio State (ret) 

Strawberry CSI Mark Bolda, U of CA Extension Raspberry Fruit Quality and Storage Life: 
Numbers-by-Color - Kim Lewers, USDA-ARS

2:30-3:30 Weed Management – Tim Miller, WSU Where are raspberries going globally? Harvey 
Hall, Shekinah Berries Ltd, New Zealand 

Food Safety Worker Training 
Learn how to train workers in this Train-the-
Trainer Workshop 

A New Strawberry Variety – Kim Lewers, USDA-
ARS

4:00-5:00 Ecology of the Soil Food Web - Elaine Ingham, 
Rodale Institute

PNW Growers Panel -- Randy Honcoop, 
Lynden, WA; Tim Kreder, one more TBD

Dinner on your own
7:30-11:00 Hospitality Room 

Wednesday, January 30 – Educational Session
7:00-8:30 Coffee, etc. in exhibit area
8:30-10:00 General Session: Grower Spotlight: Production Horticole Demers, Carolyn Vouligny 

David & Henry Mutz., Berry Haven Farm, Abbotsford, BC
Strawberry Breakouts Caneberry Breakouts Various Topics

10:10-11:00 Strawberry Variety Overview- Chad Finn, USDA-
ARS, Pat Moore, WSU 

Organic Blackberry Production Systems 
Research: Panel w. Bernadine Strik, David 
Bryla, Gina Fernandez, and others

High Tunnels Roundtable: Rejean Demers, Tom 
Walters, Gina Fernandez

11:10-12:00 Fumigation Alternatives – Tom Walters, WSU Trends in Agrimarketing - Brent Warner. North 
American Farmers Direct Marketing Association

Cultural techniques for altering flowering time and 
double-cropping short-day varieties Fumi Takeda

Raspberry Tissue Nutrient Levels and Ferti-
gation – David Bryla, USDA-ARS 

12:00-1:30 Lunch and NARBA annual meeting, awards. 
1:30-2:20 Organic Strawberry Production – Mark Bolda, UC 

Davis Extension
Growing western trailing blackberries on 
the East Coast – Benefits and Challenges 
–  Fumi Takeda, USD-ARS

Married to the Farm: Dealing with the pressures 
of farm life. Non registered spouses invited to 
attend. 

National RosBreed Project – Jim Hancock, MSU Progress on Caneberry Viruses - Bob Martin
2:30-3:30 Day Neutral Strawberry Production in the Pacific 

Northwest – Tom Walters, WSU
Experiences Managing PrimeArk 45 – Mark 
Bolda, UC Davis; Chris Matthews, Gar-
routte Farms; Ellen Thompson, Pacific Berry 
Breeding  

What IS Munger? Solving the identity problem 
of black raspberry varieties -- Michael Dossett, 
Ag CanadaManaging Monterey Strawberry to Maximize its 

Potential 
3:30-5:00 General Session: Looking Ahead: Industry Trends and Market Outlook-panel of conference presenters and industry leaders  
Thursday, January 31 – Post Conference options

Visit NW Ag Show. Includes Caneberry educational sessions. Free trade show admission to Berry Conference participants
North American Farmers Direct Marketing Conference starts in evening (Conference runs Feb 1-6)

 

Schedule Subject 
to change. 

9
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Costs to Produce Fresh 
Market Raspberries 
The cultivation and production of fresh 
market raspberries for primocane bear-
ing varieties on the Central Coast of 
California is a thriving industry of some 
2500 acres, and here are the economics: 
“Sample Costs to Produce Fresh Market 
Raspberries” is an online publication that 
examines cultural methods (including the 

A New Caneberry  
Production Manual 
The Fresh Market Caneberry Produc-
tion Manual, by Mark Bolda, Mark 
Gaskell, Elizabeth Mitcham and Michael 
Cohn and published by University of Cal-
ifornia Agriculture and Natural Resourc-
es, is hot off the press. It is the first-ever 
caneberry manual written for Western 
fresh market growers. The book includes 
information on varieties, macro-tunnel 
and field management, pest and disease 
management, irrigation, water quality, 
and fertility, training and pollination, 
harvest, and post-harvest handling. There 
are more than 90 color photos, tables, 
and illustrations in the 74-page book. Of 
particular interest are photos showing 
root growth in young plants and excellent 
drawings of pruning techniques for both 
primocane and floricane fruiting raspber-
ries and blackberries. Author Mark Bolda 
is a past Executive Council member of 
NARBA and a presenter at our upcoming 
conference. Attendees at our Monterey 
conference will also remember author 
Mark Gaskell’s expertise on blackberries. 

Like the Raspberry & Blackberry 
Production Guide for the Northeast, 
Midwest, and Eastern Canada, which 
NARBA offers to its members, this man-
ual should also be of interest to growers 
in other regions, especially for its exten-

sive descriptions of water management 
and cane management, as well as advice 
on post harvest handling – after all, this 
is a part of the country that has practi-
cally cornered the wholesale market for 
raspberries and California is the nation’s 
leading production area for fresh market 
blackberries.

The book lists for $25, and NARBA 
is offering it to members for $20 plus $4 
shipping. Order by sending a check to 
the NARBA office, or call 919-542-4037 
to order by credit card. We’ll also have 
some copies at the Savannah and Port-
land conferences. t   

 

use of tunnels) and costs and returns, and 
gives detailed budgets and analysis. Even 
it your production system is completely 
different than that on coastal California, 
and you direct market rather than whole-
sale, it is worth taking a look, partly just 
for comparison and curiosity, but also 
because the highly detailed budgets can 
be useful models – or counterpoint – in 
creating budgets or analyzing your own 
costs and returns, and help you cover all 
facets of your operation. 

This study is authored by Mark 
Bolda (a past NARBA Executive Coun-
cil member, and a leading presenter at 
our upcoming conference), Laura Tourte, 
Rich De Moura and Karen Klonsky  of 
University of California Cooperative 
Extension. It is posted at: http://cost-
studies.ucdavis.edu/files/2012/Raspber-
ryCC2012.pdf t

Position Available: Small Fruit Plant 
Pathologist. This is a tenure-track, 
PhD-level 50/50 Research/Extension 
appointment offered by the University 
of Maryland. Responsibilities are 
primarily Extension and research in 
grape and small fruit pathology and 
disease management in support of the 
Mid-Atlantic Fruit Consortium which 
supports the industry in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. The full 
job posting can be seen at https://jobs.
umd.edu/applicants/jsp/shared/position/
JobDetails_css.jsp?postingId=185472.

Counting on Farmers
The Census of Agriculture, 

conducted every five years, will soon 
provide farmers an opportunity to make 
their voices heard. The Census helps 
determine funding for agricultural and 
rural programs. The pool of dollars 
available for many of these programs 
is determined by farmers’ responses 
to the Census of Ag, so it is vital for 
farmers to accurately report acreages and 
environmental practices.

The Census is also a tool for farmers 
to learn more about themselves. The last 
Census, held in 2007, revealed that the 
number of farmers in the U.S. is growing 
with 290,000 more farmers since 2002, 
as is the average age of those farmers.

“The Census is the leading source of 
facts about American agriculture,” said 
Dee Webb, of the NC Field Office of 
NASS. “The wealth of data available from 
the Census includes statistics on small 
family farms to large farms; information 
on young, beginning farmers to older, 
experienced farmers; and insight into 
traditional, rural farming versus trends 
toward lifestyle and urban farming.”

When you receive the Census form 
in the mail in late December or early 
January, you can either respond online 
or send the form back. Responses are 
due by February 4, 2013. For more 
information visit www.agcensus.usda.gov 
or call 1-888-4AG-STAT (1-888-424-
7828).t



The Bramble: newsleTTer of The norTh AmericAn rAspBerry & BlAckBerry AssociATion,  winTer 2012-201312

80
Years

Best
The

Plants

www.noursefarms.com    413.665.2658

•	 Strawberries,	raspberries,	blueberries,
	 blackberries,	asparagus	and	more!

•	 Where	the	pros	go	for	plans	and	plants.

•	 Call	for	a	free	catalog	and	plasticulture	guide!

41 River Road 
South Deerfield 
Massachusetts 01373

Since 1932

	
Berry

Controlling SWD in Fall 
and Over Winter 
From an online post on October 29, 
2012 by Bob Tritten, Rufus Isaacs, and 
Eric Hanson, Michigan State University 
Extension.

Fall red raspberry harvest has wrapped 
up at almost all farms across the state. 
Trapping that has continued for spot-
ted wing Drosophila (SWD) has seen 
populations of the pest increase dramati-
cally over the last few weeks. These high 
trap catches have prompted a number of 
questions from fall red raspberry grow-
ers concerning the management of SWD. 
The two most frequently asked questions 
in the last week are concerning a possible 
post-harvest application of an insecticide 
to help reduce SWD pressure for next 
season and whether cane mowing now in-
stead of mid- to late winter would reduce 
SWD pressure for next season.

While there are examples in the fruit 
arena of using a post-harvest insecticide 
application to reduce overwintering pest 

populations the following season, such as 
with cherry fruit fly, this is not known for 
SWD. This same question was asked by 
blueberry growers at the end of blueberry 
harvest, and for fall red raspberries the 
answer is the same. At this time, there is 
no research-based information that has 
measured whether post-harvest spraying 
reduces pest pressure next year. Because 
of this, Michigan State University Exten-
sion cannot make any recommendations 
about the effectiveness of this approach.

An experiment was started at the 
end of this season’s blueberry harvest to 
answer this very question in blueberries, 
but the will not be available until the end 
of the 2013 blueberry harvest. While the 
desire to control SWD after harvest is 
understandable given the threat it poses, 
there are some potential issues inherent 
in post-harvest spraying for SWD that 
should be considered. The major concern 
is related to the possibility that repeated 
applications of insecticides against pest 
populations increase the chance for 
development of resistance. This is even 

more likely in a pest that has a short gen-
eration time like a vinegar fly, and this 
group of insects has been shown previ-
ously to have an inherent capacity for 
developing resistance to insecticides.

There are many unanswered questions 
related to SWD management that need to 
be resolved, and research entomologists 
throughout Europe and North America 
are actively pursuing some of the highest 
priority questions to aid growers in man-
aging SWD. 

The second question fall red raspber-
ry growers have raised relates to mow-
ing of canes now in an attempt to reduce 
the overwintering SWD population, thus 
reducing pest numbers for next season. 
Fall red raspberries have traditionally 
been mowed in February or early March. 
All perennial plants, including fall red 
raspberries, go through a long process 
of physiological changes as they prepare 
for winter. These steps are commonly 
referred to as hardening. First, carbo-
hydrates and nitrogen move from the 
senescing leaves into the canes. Move-
ment continues into the crown of the 
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plant throughout the fall and early winter. 
If canes are mowed before movement is 
complete, these important resources are 
removed and not available to the plants 
the next years. Plant vigor and perhaps 
yields may be reduced the next year as a 
result. Early mowing may also reduce the 
winter hardiness of the plants crowns.

The best time to mow canes is in 
February or early March (before buds 
begin to swell). While mowing plants 
now may reduce the overwintering popu-
lations slightly, the negative impacts of 
early mowing are much greater than the 
benefits of a slight reduction of the over-
wintering SWD population. Thus, early 
mowing is not considered to be a wise 
management decision.

Find the full article online at http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/news/end_of_sea-
son_spotted_wing_drosophila_manage-
ment_in_raspberries. t

SWD is a topic on the program of 
virtually all winter caneberry meetings, 
including the North American Berry 
Conference, where speakers from sevreal 
different regions will discuss research 
and control.

Call 1-888-575-4090 / Fax 574-784-2468
Website: www.produce promotions.com

2011 US 31, Plymouth, IN 46563

World Famous Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Look what you can get from one plant

DOYLE’S THORNLESS BLACKBERRY INC.
1600 Bedford Road • Washington, IN 47501
Tom Doyle 812-254-2654 fax 812-254-2655

tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
www.fruitsandberries.com

THOMAS E. DOYLE
(6/26/1900–1/13/01)

Totally thornless and does not sucker
Yields 10–20 gallons per plant!
Proven producer since 1975!
Grows from Alaska to Florida

ALL 50 states
Just one Doyle Thornless Blackberry yields 

more than 30 ordinary plants!
Large, Sweet, Juicy Berries—sooo good!

Adapts to patios and 
small yard – 
a big plus.

No other blackberry compares to the Doyle!
Great for commercial growers.

$5.00 at the market or
50¢ from your backyard!

In Memoriam: Berry 
Breeder Hal Johnson 
NARBA member Harold A. (Hal) John-
son, Jr. died on September 23, 2012 at 
age 86. Born in Riverside, CA and a 
graduate of the University of Califor-
nia, he had a long career as a strawberry 
breeder for Driscoll’s. 

During his tenure at Driscoll’s, Hal 
and his colleagues discovered, patented 
and commercialized 38 strawberry cul-
tivars. Many of these cultivars played an 
important role in Driscoll’s successful 
growth and current position as the lead-
ing strawberry shipper in the world. Ac-
cording to his colleague Tom Sjulin, for-
merly Director of Strawberry Production 
& research, Hal established Driscoll’s 
research department as a world-renown 
organization and believed that a balance 
must be struck between improvement of 
horticultural traits, including consumer 
traits, and improvement of pest and dis-
ease resistance to ensure the long-term 
prosperity of the strawberry industry. 

After Hal Johnson retired from full-

time work at 
Driscolls, he 
worked with 
the breed-
ing program 
at Plant 
 Sciences, 
Inc., where 
he worked 
until his 
death breed-
ing blackber-
ry cultivars. 
He patented 

two new trailing Blackberry varieties in 
2012. 

Participants in NARBA’s 2010 con-
ference who attended the post conference 
tour will remember Hal from our visit to 
Plant Sciences in Watsonville. t
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North AmericAN rAspberry 
& blAckberry AssociAtioN (NArbA)
1138 rock rest rd.
pittsboro, Nc 27312

NARBA 2012 Officers 
and Executive Council 
President - Nathan Milburn, Milburn 
Orchards, 1495 Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 
21921, 443-309-2077, nathan@milburnor-
chards.com. 

Vice President - Fred Koenigshof, K and 
K Farms, 4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, 
MI 49038, 269-208-6783, kandkfarms@
sbcglobal.net.

Treasurer - Andrew Maiman, Reiters 
Affiliated Companies, 3932 Moores Lake 
Road, Dover, FL 33527, 954-684-2736, 
Andrew.Maiman@berry.net.

Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
1138 Rock Rest Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research Committee Co-Chairs - 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research 
 Drive, Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-
3562, Jeff_Chandler@ncsu.edu, and Gina 
Fernandez, NCSU Box 7609, Raleigh, NC 
27695, 919-513-7416, gina_fernandez@
ncsu.edu.

Past President Nate Nourse, Nourse 
Farms, 41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 
01373, 413-665-2658, nnourse@nourse-
farms.com.

Blackberry R&P Project chair - Ervin 
Lineberger, Kildeer Farm, 300 Goforth 
Rd. Kings Mountain, NC 28086, 704-460-
6251, fruitgrower@netzero.net.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Marie-France 
Chevrefils, FraiseBec, 420 rang Lep-
age, Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, QC J)N 
1H) Canada, 514-893-4131, marie-france.
chevrefils@sympatico.ca.

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, RI 
& VT) Bruce Smith, High Hopes Farm, 
582 Glebe Rd., Westmoreland, NH 03467 
603-399-4305, highhopes.farm@  
myfairpoint.net. 

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA & 
Europe) Fred Koenigshof, K and K Farms, 
4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, MI 49038, 
269-208-6783, kandkfarms@sbcglobal.net.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Fred Finney, Moreland Fruit Farm,1558 
W Moreland Rd, Wooster, OH 44691, 330-
264-8735, fred@morelandfruitfarm.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS 
& TX). John Duval, SunnyRidge Farm, 1900 
5th St. NW, Winter Haven, FL 33885, 863-
207-2800, john.duval@sunnyridge.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) Lee 
Matteson, The Berry Patch Farm, 62785 
280th St., Nevada, IA 50201, 515-290-
1409, leematteson@yahoo.com.

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Wayne Mitchem, Mitchem’s Farm, 
400 Davids Chapel Church Rd., Vale, NC 
28168, 704-472-4369, mitchemsfarm@
bellsouth.net.

WINTER, 2012-2013
t

Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Randy  Honcoop,  
Randy Honcoop Farms, 9696 Northwood 
Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 360-354-1155, 
ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com.

At-Large Representatives: 

Andrew Maiman, Reiters Affiliated Com-
panies, 3932 Moores Lake Road, Dover, FL 
33527, 954-684-2736, Andrew.Maiman@
berry.net.

Fabricio Blanco, Meridian Fruits. km 0.5 
carr Periban-Los Reyes, Periban, Micho-
acán 60440, Mexico, 52-354-55-12416,  
efabricio@freshkamkpo.com.

Eric Pond, Riverbend Organic Farms, 
35711 Helms Drive P.O. Box 717, Jeffer-
son, OR 97352, 503-550-1677, ericpond@
agricare.com. 

Start a Conversation!
The E-Forum is a discussion tool for 
all NARBA members. Simply send 
an email to raspberryblackberryasso-
ciation@googlegroups.com to start a 
discussion or respond to one that ar-
rives in your email box. At the group’s 
website, you can see previous discus-
sions or change the format of mes-
sages that come to your email. If you 
are not receiving E-Forum messages, 
contact the NARBA office.


