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2011 North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry 
Conference
The Conference Committee has been 
working hard on planning the 2011 
North American Blackberry Conference 
and is now able to present to you the de-
tails of the program – and an invitation to 
attend. You can already register with the 
form on page 13 or with online registra-
tion; a detailed conference booklet will 
be sent out a bit later. 

The conference will be held in Savan-
nah, Georgia, on January 5-7, 2011, in 
association with the Southeast Regional 
Fruit and Vegetable Conference. The 
Southeast Regional Conference is a 
large, well-run meeting, with an excel-
lent trade show and lots educational 
sessions. Its organizers have been very 
welcoming of our meeting and a pleasure 
to work with. NARBA had its annual 
meeting here in 2006, followed by re-
gional meetings the last few years. 

Savannah is a lovely town to visit, 
with beautiful old homes, a historic 
riverfront area, a modern, sunlit conven-
tion center, and a lively set of restaurants 
and shops. It is often quite warm in early 
January, with flowers blooming in the 
window boxes and walled gardens.

Program on January 5

Our conference starts with an optional 
tour on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
January 5. The first stop will be NARBA 
member Pete Waller’s Ottawa Farm, in 

Bloomingdale, GA, about a half hour 
from Savannah. This third-generation 
farm raises blackberries, plasticulture 
strawberries, blueberries, and vegetables 
for direct market. The farm has a “coun-
try store” and a variety of consumer 
agritainment activities. The tour then 
visits the Georgia Agricultural Exten-
sion Service‘s “Bamboo Farm.” Once the 
Vallambrosa Plantation raising hundreds 
of acres of rice, it was a USDA Research 
Station 1919-1975, and is now being

redeveloped for both 
research and demonstra-
tion by the University of 
Georgia Extension Service. 
The farm has an acre of 
blackberries, more than 60 
different types of bamboo, 
an experimental planting 
of bananas, and numerous 
plantings of ornamentals 
and landscape plants suited 
to the region. Along the 
way, attendees will have 
the opportunity to learn 

a bit about the history, geography, and 
environment of the South Carolina “low-
country.”

Program on January 6
Our conference on Thursday, January 

6 offers a full day of educational ses-
sions. Morning general sessions feature 
a “Grower Spotlight” (TBA), a talk on 
insect pests, and a panel discussion of 
harvesting techniques. The afternoon 
offers four breakout tracks of choices, 
including a workshop on the “Fundamen-
tals of Blackberry & Raspberry Produc-
tion” led by Dr. Marvin Pritts of Cornell 
and Dr. Gina Fernandez of NCSU, with a 
focus on production for local and direct 
markets.  (See the chart on page 12 for 
a graphic presentation of all sessions.) 
At lunch, attendees will walk next door 
to the Westin hotel to enjoy the NARBA 
Annual Meeting and Luncheon in a ball-
room overlooking the Savannah Harbor, 

The historic residential 
district of Savannah has 
many lovely and graciously 
landscaped open squares 
(all within walking dis-
tance of our hotels). This 
picture taken in January, 
2007 shows a fountain still 
decked out with holiday 
decorations.

Blackberry R & P Working Group Meeting
A meeting of the Blackberry Research & Promotion Working Group will be held 
on October 25-26, 2010 in Raleigh, NC to examine the market situation for 
blackberries, consider the best way forward to having a vibrant and sustainable 
blackberry industry, and decide whether or not to make a formal application for an
R&P program for blackberries. If the consensus is “yes”, then the group will begin 
to make decisions on the specifics of what the R&P Proposal should include.
Stakeholders in the blackberry industry – growers, marketers, processors, etc. 
– who might like to attend should contact the NARBA office at 919-542-4037 or 
info@raspberryblackberry.com as soon as possible. 
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Briefly Speaking...
Be careful what you wish for… this berry season is the polar opposite of last year’s 
and growers have had to deal with very different issues. Here in New England, small 
streams and ponds have dried up, and many growers have limited or no water resourc-
es left. Central and Southern producers have had fruit cook on the vine. Spotted Wing 
Drosophila can be found throughout the West Coast and as far north as North Caroli-
na on the East Coast. There are several quarantine areas for Light Brown Apple Moth. 
A new pest, the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug, has attacked the Mid-Atlantic region 
(see page 15). We will address these and other pest during our conference. It is easy 
to see why growers would wish for something different.

Blackberry growers and marketers have had record low returns, largely due to 
overlap of the American and Mexican harvest seasons. While there are other fac-
tors involved, there is distrust and concern throughout the blackberry industry. Ervin 
Lineberger has organized a meeting of producers and marketers in Raleigh, NC to 
take place October 25 and 26 (see page 1). Many marketers and some growers have 
accepted the invitation and I applaud their commitment. I encourage more growers 
to become involved. My wish would be for all participants to consider how they can 
be part of a solution, and Ervin and I will seek to  facilitate discussions with positive 
outcomes. If you would like more information about this meeting please contact the 
NARBA office. 

Our annual conference is shaping up nicely; the program is 90% complete, and 
you can already register with the form in this newsletter. Savannah is a wonderful 
meeting site and the tour on Wednesday will allow participants a chance to see local 
agriculture. Please reserve your hotel rooms early, this conference is very popular and 
rooms will become scarce by November.

Nate Nourse, NARBA President

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), 
formerly the North American Bramble 
Growers Association (NABGA), and is 
a benefit of membership in the associa-
tion. For sample copy, reprint permision, 
membership information, and advertising 
rates, contact 

NARBA
1138 Rock Rest Road
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
E-mail: info@raspberryblackberry.com
Web:www.raspberryblackberry.com

The Bramble © NARBA 2010
dex.php?page=invitacion-a-iro-2010.

December 2-3 – Northwest Small 
Fruits Center Annual Conference, in 
Boise, ID. For more information, visit 
www.nwsmallfruits.org/conference.html.

January 5-7, 2011 – North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference, 
Savannah, GA, in association with the 
Southeast Regonal Fruit and Vegetable 
Conference. This is NARBA’s annual 
conference. See page 1.

February 8-11, 2011 – NASGA An-
nual Conference and North American 
Strawberry Symposium, in Tampa, 
FL. For more information, email North 
American Strawberry Growers Associa-
tion at info@nasga.org or visit www.
nasga.org.

June 27-29, 2011 – Berry Health Ben-
efits Symposium, Westlake Village, CA. 
The symposium is sponsored by every 
major berry organization in the U.S., 
who join together in an effort to make 
the message of berries and health avail-
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November 4-6, 2010 – Second National 
Berry Congress, Zamora, Michoacan, 
Mexico. In both English and Spanish. 
Visit www.congresodeberries.com.mx 
for more information.

November 8-10, 2010 – Southeast 
Strawberry Expo, Virginia Beach, VA. 
Workshops, tour, educational sessions, 
and tradeshow. First time ever outside of 
NC; growers from more northern areas 
will find a warm welcome and a work-
shop especially for their needs. For more 
information, visit www.ncstrawberry.
com, email info@ncstrawberry.com.

November 29 - December 1, 2010 – Int-
ternational Raspberry Organization 
Conference, Talca, Chile. This meeting 
is scheduled every two years at locations 
around the world. For more information, 
visit www.irochile2010.com/english/in-

able to media, industry, academia and 
the public. The symposium is presented 
by the National Berry Crops Initiative, a 
nationwide organization whose mission 
is to develop a strategic plan for the con-
tinued growth and sustainability of berry 
crop production in the U.S. (NARBA is 
a member.) For more information, visit 
www.berryhealth.org.

June 22-26, 2011 – 10th International 
Rubus and Ribes Symposium, Zlatibor, 
Serbia. For more information contact: 
Prof. Dr. Mihailo Nikolic, Faculty of Ag-
riculture, University of Belgr, Belgrade, 
Serbia. Phone: (381) 63 801 99 23. Or 
contact Brankica Tanovic, Pesticide & 
Environment Research Inst., Belgrade, 
Serbia. Phone: (381) 11-31-61-773.

The Bramble comes out in December, 
March, June, and September. To have 
bramble-related events included and/or 
posted on our web calendar, please send 
the information to the NARBA office.
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continued next page

Member Suggestions for  
Research Priorities
Below are the comments that members 
sent in response to our e-mailed invita-
tion to suggest priorities for raspberry/
blackberry research, plus some sugges-
tions made in other ways (e.g. jotted on 
membership forms). These suggestions 
will be shared with the Research Com-
mittee of the North American Bramble 
Growers Research Foundation to advise 
it as it posts priorities with its Call for 
Proposals for 2011 and subsequently 
reviews the proposals the Foundation 
receives. Setting priorities is not an easy 
task, but a list like this is a good start. It 
may also inspire proposals and projects 
that researchers may not otherwise have 
thought of – including some not specifi-
cally on this list. 

Comments have been edited and simi-
lar suggestions are grouped together.
Pest and Disease

v Work on late (yellow) rust in rasp-
berries and orange rust in blackberries. 
Growers need both prevention and infec-
tion help.

v Identification and control of spotted 
wing drosophila. \

v IPM for spider mites management 
for raspberry and both spider mites and 
thrips management for blackberry under 
high tunnel conditions.

v Use of predatory mites for spider mite 
control on raspberries and blackberries in 
high tunnels.

v Biological control of mites and thrips 
in protected culture.

v Control of the new invasive Brown 
Marmorated Stink Bug. They are difficult 
to control and are very easily transported 
everywhere. (See page 15 about this.)

v Late season pest management, includ-
ing stink bug management. With the ad-
vent of brown marmorated stink bug, this 
may be issue unto itself. Big problems in 
tree fruits and grapes moving south, and I 
saw raspberry injury that is likely BMSB.

v More research on virus issues; how 
growers can successfully address the 
problem.

Request for Proposals
The North American Bramble Growers Research Foundation Inc. (NABGRF) is 
seeking proposals for raspberry and blackberry research for the year 2011. All 
bramble/caneberry proposals will be considered; however, preference will be 
given to proposals related to food safety, germplasm development, pest manage-
ment strategies, marketing, and cultural management to improve yield and quality. 
Specific priorities for 2011 are in the process of being developed by the NABGRF 
Research Committee, and these (as well as the full list of suggestions below) will 
be posted on our website soon.

Since 1999, NABGRF has funded a total of 53 proposals totaling $108,156. In 
2010, we funded six proposals for a total of $21,052, one of the largest amounts 
in our history. In general, funding for individual projects is expected to be in the 
range of $2000 to $5000. For the past three years the Foundation has been able to 
award higher level of total funding than in previous years due to contributions by 
nurseries to NABGRF’s Nursery Contribution Program. 

Proposals will be reviewed by the Research Committee of NABGRF at the 
North American Raspberry and Blackberry Conference, January 5-7, 2011 in 
Savannah, GA. The Research Committee will forward its recommendation to the 
NABGRF Board of Trustees, which makes the final funding decisions. Awards will 
be sent out in February 2011. The deadline for proposals is December 10, 2010. 
Submissions should be made by the electronic submission system in the “Research 
Foundation” section of the NARBA website (www.raspberryblackberry.com/local.
cfm?doc=webdocs/NABGRF_ProposalGuidelines.htm).

v Factors affecting cane gall infection. 
It seems to be worse on the variety Nova 
and most problematic is that it is sporad-
ic, being very problematic some years, 
and minor to absent in others (eastern 
Canada). What is the cause of these out-
breaks and what can we do to minimize 
the problem?

v The issue of crown gall is probably the 
most pressing issue facing the raspberry 
industry today. 

v More organic pest control options. 

v Raspberry crown borer can be a seri-
ous pest. As we lose organophosphate 
insecticides and acquire more reduced-
risk products, with different pest spec-
trums and activity, we need to know how 
to monitor for crown borer and control it. 
Mating disruption could also be interest-
ing. 

 v Disease forecast systems for cane 
diseases. 
Breeding/germplasm

v Breeding blackberries for cold hardi-
ness. If such efforts were successful, 
blackberry production could extend into 
colder areas such as the eastern and up-
per mid-Atlantic areas of the USA.

If You Care about Caneberry Research...
...then consider joning the NABG Research Foundation’s Research Committee – 
the committee is seeking volunteers or nominations for three-year terms starting 
in 2011 The Committee sets the Foundation’s research priorities, evaluates propos-
als, and make recommendations for funding. Most of this happens via the web and 
conference calls – ability to access the proposal review system on-line is required 
– but the committee also generally has one face-to-face meeting at the time of the 
annual conference, (though not all committee members are able to attend). Those 
joining the committee for 2011 are invited to come to the Committee’s meeting in 
Savannah (the evening of January 5), but won’t start formally their terms until after 
that meeting.

Contact Gina Fernandez at gina_fernandez@ncsu.edu to volunteer or suggest a 
nominee. To see the list of current Research Committee members, visit http://www.
raspberryblackberry.com/local.cfm?doc=webdocs/aboutRF.htm.
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v Varieties of blackberries for the Great 
Lakes Region.
v Keep up the R&D funds for the primo-
cane blackberry to achieve the optimal 
commercial plant material for growers. 

v A raspberry variety for Ontario which 
meets the requirements for fresh whole-
sale markets, and is winter hardy. Both 
summer-fruiting and fall-fruiting variet-
ies are needed. Our early fall-fruiting 
varieties are a bit too dark for wholesale 
fresh markets. 
Harvest and Post-Harvest

v Crop forecasting.
v Food safety, specifically microbial, if 
this hasn’t been done in the past.  I know 
some researchers have been working on 
norovirus survival in caneberries in the 
past few years.  

v I would like research (and to know 
about past research or published informa-
tion) on postharvest, packaging in shal-
low plastic pint clam vented containers 
and shipping for retail fresh market 

Suggestions for  
Research Priorities
continued from previous page 

Research Priorities of the 
Washington Red Raspberry 
Commission

We Sell Micropropagated, 
Certified/Virus-Indexed 
Blackberry Plants
All Greenhouse Grown

 Varieties  
Navaho* thornless 
Ouachita* thornless
Natchez* thornless 
Chester thornless
Kiowa* 
* Patented 

Plants available 
for this spring!

Jones Farms
7094 Honeysuckle Lane, Bailey, NC 27807 
252-235-3248 home  252-399-9844 mobile

email: jonesfarmsnc@aol.com

These are the priorities that WRRC has 
set for 2011. We like how they have set 
it up in three tiers.

#1 priorities

• Develop cultivars that are summer 
bearing, high yielding, winter hardy, 
machine-harvestable, disease resistant, 
virus resistant and have superior pro-
cessed fruit quality

• Understanding soil ecology and soil-
borne pathogens and their effects on 
plant health and crop yields.

• Fruit rot including pre-harvest, post-
harvest, and/or shelf life.

• Soil fumigation techniques and alter-
natives to control soil pathogens, nema-
todes, and weeds.

• Evaluation of the life cycle and man-
agement options of the Spotted Wing 
Drosophila

#2 priorities

• Harvest contaminants and problems 
stemming from the loss of longstanding 
insecticides. 

• Weed management

• Nutrient/Irrigation management

• Viruses/crumbly fruit 

• Mite management 
#3 priorities

• Product and Production Certification 
Systems – food safety & security, stan-
dards, traceability.  

• Season extension: improve viability 
of fresh marketing.

• Labor saving cultural practices in-
cluding mechanical pruning and tying 
techniques. 

• Foliar & Cane Diseases – i.e.  spur 
blight, yellow rust, cane blight, etc. 

• Vertebrate pest management

v Post harvest – presentation, cooling, packaging etc. How to 
compete with imported berries.
Other Topics

v It would be helpful to know more about soil ecology with 
regard to small fruit production.
v For organic growers, weed management with mulches.  
v Fertigation schemes for raspberries.

v A number of activities at different universities deal with high 
tunnel production of both raspberries and blackberries. I would 
like to see a coordinated effort to look at the potential of these 
crops under high tunnels for the Mid-Atlantic Region. I would 
like to see us create a research working group to study variety se-
lection, pruning, IPM, trellises, season extension, flowering hab-
its, etc. for both blackberries and raspberries and both primocane 
and floricane cultivars under high tunnel conditions. t 

NABGRF Nursery Contribution Program
The following nurseries contributed in 2010 based on their 
plant sales the previous year: 

• Nourse Farms
• Indiana Berry & Plant Co.
• Jones Farm
• Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry

NARBA encourages all raspberry/blackberry nurseries to 
support research through contributing to the Foundation. For 
more information, contact NARBA.
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Fall Bramble 
Chores
This list was developed by 
Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small 

Fruit Specialist at NC State University 
and reviewed and revised with the as-
sistance of Dr. Marvin Pritts at Cornell. 
Chores and timing may be somewhat dif-
ferent in your area or for your cropping 
system.  

Plant growth and development
q Primocanes continue to grow but slow 

down.
q Flower buds start to form in leaf axils 

on summer-fruiting types.
q Carbohydrates and nutrients in canes 

begin to move into the roots.
q Primocane leaves senesce late fall.
q Primocane fruiting types begin to 

flower in late summer/early fall and 
fruit matures until frost in fall.

Harvest
q Harvest primocane fruiting raspber-

ries.

World Famous Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Look what you can get from one plant

DOYLE’S THORNLESS BLACKBERRY INC.
1600 Bedford Road • Washington, IN 47501
Tom Doyle 812-254-2654 fax 812-254-2655

tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
www.fruitsandberries.com

THOMAS E. DOYLE
(6/26/1900–1/13/01)

Totally thornless and does not sucker
Yields 10–20 gallons per plant!
Proven producer since 1975!
Grows from Alaska to Florida

ALL 50 states
Just one Doyle Thornless Blackberry yields 

more than 30 ordinary plants!
Large, Sweet, Juicy Berries—sooo good!

Adapts to patios and 
small yard – 
a big plus.

No other blackberry compares to the Doyle!
Great for commercial growers.

$5.00 at the market or
50¢ from your backyard!

Pruning and trellising
q Remove spent floricanes as soon as 

possible.
q Optimal time to prune is after the cold-

est part of the winter is over. However 
pruning can start in late fall if plant-
ings are large (late winter for smaller 
plantings). 

q Start trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated.

Weed management

Many spring and summer weed prob-
lems can be best managed with fall- and 
winter-applied preemergent herbicides. 
Determine what weeds have been or 
could be a problem in your area. Check 
with your state’s agricultural chemical 
manual and local extension agent for the 
best labeled chemicals to control these 
weeds. 

Insect and disease scouting
q Continue scouting for insects and 

diseases and treat with pesticides if 
necessary (follow recommendations in 
your state). 

q Remove damaged canes from field as 

soon as possible to lessen the impact of 
the pest. 

Planting
q Growers in southern areas can plant in 

the fall.   
q In cooler areas, prepare list of  cultivars 

for next spring’s new plantings. Find 
a commercial small fruit nursery list 
at www.fruit.cornell.edu/Berries/ 
nurseries

Nutrient management
q Take soil tests to determine fertility 

needs for new spring plantings.  
q Non-nitrogenous fertilizers are best 

applied in the fall to established plant-
ings. 

q If soil is bare, plant an overwintering 
cover crop (e.g. rye) to build organic 
matter and slow soil erosion.

Marketing and miscellaneous
q Order containers for next season.
q Make contacts for selling fruit next 

season.
q Plan on attending the North American 

Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
in Savannah, GA, January 5-7, 2011 
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The Chinese Raspberry 
Industry
By Tom Krugman, Marketing Director, 
Washington Red Raspberry Commission

The First Shenyang International Rasp-
berry Festival, held July 15-17, 2010, 
was organized and hosted by the Liaon-
ing New Land Industrial Development 
Group in Shenyang, the capitol city of 
Liaoning Province. Liaoning Province 
is in the northeastern portion of China 
bordering North Korea, with Shenyang 
about an hour’s flight time from Beijing. 
The Festival had the strong support of the 
local government. The Liaoning provin-
cial Vice-mayor (similar to a lieutenant 
governor) was the host of the welcoming 
reception. The Mayor opened the formal 
Festival session, complete with bands 
and dragons, and a balloon and pigeon 
release. Local press was in attendance 
during formal sessions, receptions, and 
field tours. The overwhelming pomp and 
circumstance throughout the Festival 
made it hard to separate out appearance 
from actual substance. That being said, 
the tissue culture facilities, factories, 
and growing areas visited indicate a real 
potential for a future thriving industry. 
What remains to be seen is whether the 
potential can be realized through the de-
velopment of marketing infrastructure.

Accurate and reliable statistics for 
China are hard to come by. Often the 
same number was cited but with differ-
ent values. For example, the planned 
Liaoning province production area was 
reported as 70,000 HA, 70,000 acres, and 
70,000 mu (approximately 11,666 acres). 
Discussions with reputable sources indi-
cate the 70,000 mu figure 
to be a most likely estimate 
for planned raspberry culti-
vation, with 10,000 mu cur-
rently in production. While 
it was reported that 50,000 
mu had been planted this 
year, there was no evidence 
seen to support this figure 
which disagreed with previ-
ously cited figures. These 
discrepancies were likely in 
part the result of the Chi-
nese not understanding the 
difference between various 

units of measure and were fairly easy to 
resolve.

The relationship between the gov-
ernment and industry provides  another 
source for discrepancy in statistics: big-
ger numbers generate bigger government 
support. With government support only 
lasting about four years, it is incumbent 
on a company to become self-sustaining 
quickly, and an early infusion of capital 
can overcome many start-up difficulties. 
The mix of central planning and market 
capitalism makes for an interesting eco-
nomic model.

Planting density was reported at ap-
proximately 450 plants/mu, or approxi-
mately 70/acre. The largest grower farms 
approximately 100 mu, with the smallest 
on one-half mu (15 mu = 1 hectare, or 6 
mu = 1 acre). It was reported that there 
are 9,000 farmer families in Liaoning. 

Farmers receive 2,500 Yuan (about $415) 
per year in support from the government 
to grow raspberries. While plants are cur-
rently supplied to growers for free, grow-
ers will be charged about $0.25 per plant 
in the future.

Yield reports appear unreliable, often 
given at levels at or above those seen in 
Chile, Serbia, or the U.S. Of the three 
principal growing areas in China, Shen-
yang province probably has the greatest 
potential for success due to its climate. 
Although warm and humid in the sum-
mer (90ºF average daytime temperature 
with rains a regular occurrence during 
the harvest season), winter temperatures 
are more like those in Eastern Europe 
with snow and cold the norm. Shenyang 
receives approximately 600 mm of rain 
per year (+/- 24 inches), with 50-60% of 
it in June and July. Chilling hours outside 

Growers delivering raspberries to the processing plant outside Shenyang, China.  
All photos by Tom Krugman.

Tissue culture facility and workers. There were approximately 20,000 tissue cultures in this room alone.
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of Northern China are believed to be just 
barely adequate to support raspberry pro-
duction, at least that of western varieties. 

The Chinese are addressing produc-
tion issues and problems seen in all pro-
ducing countries. The local university is 
involved, providing services similar to an 
extension service. Varietal research trials 
are being conducted with a report of over 
100,000 new varieties being evaluated. 
In addition to Chinese varieties,  grow-
ers raise Meeker, Willamette, and some 
of the Polish varieties. The preference 
is to eventually develop unique Chinese 
varieties to establish a “brand” and to de-
termine what varieties are best suited for 
the climate in China. Questions regarding 
pest problems indicated the existence of 
a new pest problem which sounded like 
Spotted Wing Drosophila. Control mea-
sures were unknown.

In Liaoning Province, the largest 
of three raspberry growing areas (ap-
proximately 90% of China’s raspberries 
reportedly come from Liaoning), there 
are three processing factories, the largest 
and most modern of which is managed 
by Guihong Wang, Chairman the Liaon-
ing New Land Industrial Development 
Group. It recently received a significant 
infusion of government funding and sup-
port. New Land’s factories produces both 
IQF and juice products. Mr. Wang also 
operates two modern tissue culture facili-

ties, the newer of which was built with 
a reported $10 million from the govern-
ment. In one growing room, there were 
an estimated 20,000 plants under culture.

It was represented to Festival attend-
ees that the raspberry industry in Lia-
oning follows HAACP, ISO 9001, and 
GAP standards, recognizing that a food 
safety mistake can hurt its growth plans. 
There is also supposedly certified organic 

production. The 
factories visited 
were clean and 
employees were 
in coats with hair 
nets and gloves, 
but it is unknown 
if that is the norm 
or was done for 
our benefit. It is 
also unknown 
whether HAACP 
principles are 
documented.

Although 
exports are a 
major part of the 
current market-
ing strategy, 
the future focus 
appears to be 
on growing the 
domestic Chi-

nese market. With 1.4 billion people, per 
capita consumption of .1 pounds would 
create demand for 140 million pounds 
of raspberries! Raspberries are a new 
product for consumers in China, so only 
time will tell if a domestic strategy will 
be successful.

The industry in China is very frag-
mented. A “Chinese Raspberry Organiza-
tion” was created as a “unified” Chinese 
response to participating in the upcoming 
International Raspberry Organization 
meeting by the Liaoning New Land In-
dustrial Development Group. New Land 
has the strong backing of the provincial 
government and would appear to be the 
major player in the Chinese raspberry 
industry right now. Whether this action 
on the part of New Land is unilateral or 
will share support from other segments 
of the Chinese raspberry industry is open 
to speculation.

There is no doubt that there is consid-
erable momentum behind the raspberry 
industry in China. Only time will tell if it 
is to be successful or not. It would appear 
there is potential for existing suppliers to 
export product to China even as China 
exports its own production. The bigger 
question is whether Chinese suppliers 
will seek to grow the domestic market as 
stated or continue to focus on the export 
market.t

Grower’s roadside fruit stand outside Shenyang, China.  Blue-
berry and raspberry juice is produced at a local plant. Note the 
ventilated flats used by growers (the same flats are on the trailer 
in the picture at the top of the page to left.)

Samples of raspberries used for freezing; all samples are of Chinese varieties.. There 
was extreme variability in taste between varieties.  At worst they were bland; at best, 
quite flavorful.
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Haygrove Owners Conference (others welcome) December 3, 2010 - Lancaster, PA
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Looking at 2010 Fresh 
Market Blackberries 
This summer, NARBA asked Michael 
Thomsen, ag economist at the University 
of Arkansas, to take a look at what was 
happening in fresh market  blackberries 
this year. Dr. Thomsen spoke at the 
NARBA Regional Meeting at the Re-
gional Fruit and Vegetable Conference 
last January and is one of the authors of 
the article “Growth and Price Trends in 
the Commercial Blackberry Fresh Ship-
ping Market” published in the Spring 
2010 issue of The Bramble. Below is his 
report. Bear in mind that this was done 
in mid-July, so any later berries are not 
reported.

I’ve had a chance to look at the 2010 
data a little bit, and it appears that both 
domestic and foreign supply increases 
that are contributing to the lower prices. 
Interestingly, we have shipments from 
the Southeast for 2010 being reported to 
USDA for the first time, in addition to 
those from California.

I’m reporting 2010 shipments year-
to-date in Table 1 and Figure 1. These 
data support your informal reports that 
Mexican berries were a significant fac-
tor in late May through early June as 
domestic berries were coming on the 
market (weeks 22 through 25). Mexican 
imports had fallen dramatically by June 
19 (week 25) and had largely dried up by 
June 26.  To put this year’s imports from 
Mexico into some context, I’ve shown 
weekly imports from Mexico over the last 
several years over the April through June 
marketing window (see Figure 2). The 
thing that stands out is the size of 2010 
imports relative to other years, especially 
early on in the domestic season (weeks 
22-24).  The decline in Mexican imports 
occurred later in 2010 than in prior years 
and Figure 2 documents the much larger 
than normal volume of imports in mid 
May, just prior to the domestic produc-
tion season (weeks 20 through 22). 

That said, there is quite a bit of evi-
dence that domestic supplies are also 
contributing to supply pressure. In a 
similar chart of California shipments for 
the late May through August production 
window [not shown], the striking feature 
again is the increase in magnitude of 
shipments during 2010 year-to-date rela-

tive to earlier years. 
Although I don’t have 
analogous USDA data 
on Southeastern ber-
ries, we do know that 
there has been dra-
matic growth in ship-
ments over time from 
this region as well. 
As shown in Table 1, 
the Southeast is now a 
very important domes-
tic supply source.  

Shipping point 
prices reported by 
USDA by week over 
the past several years 
(not shown), which are 
the closest I can get 
to the producer level, show that prices of 
both imported and domestic berries were 
certainly low in June 2010 relative to 
historic levels. 

I think that Occam’s razor1 would 
suggest lower prices this season are the 
result of supply growth that is outpac-

table 1. Blackberry shipments (1,000 pounds) by region april 10, 2010 through July 10, 2010

Date Week # Guatemala Mexico California Southeast US South Central US Total
4/10/2010 15 80                 3,780      -          -                 -                       3,860
4/17/2010 16 150               4,150      -          -                 -                       4,300
4/24/2010 17 90                 3,890      -          -                 -                       3,980
5/1/2010 18 50                 4,270      -          -                 -                       4,320
5/8/2010 19 20                 4,760      -          -                 -                       4,780

5/15/2010 20 30                 6,090      20           -                 -                       6,140
5/22/2010 21 20                 6,610      80           -                 -                       6,710
5/29/2010 22 10                 4,840      260         60                  -                       5,170
6/5/2010 23 -                2,460      490         280                -                       3,230

6/12/2010 24 -                1,560      770         1,080             -                       3,410
6/19/2010 25 -                330         960         1,580             150                      3,020
6/26/2010 26 -                30           1,040      1,460             190                      2,720
7/3/2010 27 -                50           1,130      1,030             180                      2,390

7/10/2010 28 -                20           1,140      900                80                        2,140
Source:  USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
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ing demand. This has been due in part to 
growth in production south of the border 
as well as here in the United States.t
1 Occam’s razor: When competing hypotheses are 
equal in other respects, the principle recommends 
selection of the hypothesis that introduces the fewest 
assumptions and postulates the fewest entities while 
still sufficiently answering the question. Or, “The 
simplest explanation is usually the correct one.”  – 
Wikipedia

Figure 2. Mexico Blackberry Shipments by year (approx April 10 - June 30)
Source: USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

Table 1. Blackberry Shipments (1,000 pounds) by region April 10, 2010 – July 10, 2010
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Love that Berry Pie
This “50/50 Berry Pie” is a recipe from 
Gizdich Ranch (www.gizdich-ranch.
com), one of the stops on the Conference 
Tour in February, 2010. You can substi-
tute other proportions or combinations of 
berries for those shown.

1½ cup sugar
4 Tbsp. plus 1½ tsp. cornstarch
3/4 cup cold water
3 Tbsp. lemon juice
2½ cups fresh boysenberries
2½ cups fresh raspberries
Pastry for double crust 9” pie

In a saucepan, combine sugar and corn-
starch. Stir in water and lemon juice until 
smooth. Add berries; stir gently. Bring 
to a boil over  medium heat; cook and 
stir for 2 minutes or until thickened and 
bubbly. Remove from heat; cool. Line a 
9” pie pan with the bottom pastry. Add 
filling. Roll out remaining pastry; top pie 
with lattice or solid crust. Seal and flute 
edges. Bake at 400º F. for 10 minutes. 
Reduce heat to 350º and bake 40-50 min-
utes longer or until crust is golden brown. 
Cool completely.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Elections for seats on the Executive Council, NARBA’s board of directors, will be 
held at NARBA’s annual meeting on January 6, 2011. The seats for four Regional 
Representatives and one at-large seat are open for election. (We elect seats for 
even-numbered regions in even numbered years and odd-numbered regions in odd-
numbered years.)
Open Executive Council Seats
The regions with open seats, and their current representatives, are:
Region 1 (all of Canada) Henry Mutz, Berryhaven Farm, Abbotsford, BC. 
Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA and Europe), Susan Lynn, Sand Hill Berries, 
Mt. Pleasant, PA.
Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS & TX). John Duval, SunnyRidge Farm, 
Winter Haven, FL. 
Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN & VA) Wayne Mitchem, Mitchem’s 
Farm, Vale, NC. 
At-Large Representative: Mark Bolda,  U of CA Extension,Watsonville, CA.

If you wish to nominate someone – volunteers are definitely welcome – contact the 
NARBA office or any current Executive Council member (see back page).

Awards Nominations
Last year, NARBA initiated a program of recognizing members through awards 
presentations at the Annual Meeting. Ervin Lineberger, NC grower and retiring 
president of NARBA, was the first to receive this reward. The award may go to any 
“berry person of the year” whether grower, marketer, researcher, or other. To make 
a nomination please contact any member of this year’s Awards Committee: Wayne 
Mitchem, Nathan Milburn, and Ervin Lineberger (again, see back page) or the 
NARBA office.t
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along with a talk by berry health benefits 
researcher Dr. Mary Ann Lila, of the NC 
State University Plants for Human Health 
Institute. On Thursday evening we are 
planning a “Dutch Treat Dinner” at one 
of Savannah’s many restaurants. Enjoy 
some good conversaton and perhaps 
one of the local specialties, such as the 
“ Lowcountry Boil.”

Program on January 7
Friday, January 7 will again feature a full 
day of educational sessions. The morn-
ing general session starts with a “Grower 
Spotlight” presentation by Oregon or-
ganic grower Eric Pond, who manages 
two farms raising blackberries, blueber-
ries, and a five-acre berry research test 
plot. The next presenter will be Dr. John 
R. Clark of the University of Arkansas, 
who will speak on “Improving Flavor of 
Blackberries through Breeding and Plant-
ing Management: The Key to Industry 
Growth?” followed by a grower panel on 
Diversifying Your Markets.

Friday afternoon offers two tracks of 
sessions. One focuses on topics related 
to “Creating a Sustainable Blackberry 
Industry”. The other, which we’ve chris-
tened “The Dirt Track,” will discuss 
soils,and fertility, followed by a session 
on weed control, mulches, and ground 
covers. 

Other Sessions and Trade Show
Our  Thursday sessions are exclusive to 
NARBA Conference attendees, except 
for the Workshop, which others may sign 
up for at an additional fee, and the Ag 
Business sessions which we share with 
the SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable 
Conference. On Friday, all our sessions 
are open to those who have registered for 
the Southeast Regional Fruit and Veg-
etable Conference, and all its sessions as 
well as the large trade show, are open to 
our registrants. The trade show will also 
be open on Saturday if you were too busy 
Friday to see it all, and for an additional 
fee, NARBA attendees can add on Sat-
urday sessions, lunch, and an evening 
reception.

Accommodations
The SE Regional Fruit & Vegetable 
Conference utilizes a number of nearby 
hotels, but special room blocks for the 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
have been arranged at two of these, the 
DoubleTree Hotel Savannah Historic 
District (800-222-8733) and Hilton 
Garden Inn Savannah Historic District 
(877-245-8854) – web links for both can 
be found in the “Conference Preview” 

A Brief Schedule of the 2011 Raspberry & Blackberry Conference
(Schedule subject to change)

Wednesday, January 5 
12:30-5:30 Optional TOUR via chartered bus (departs from in front of DoubleTree Hotel)

Evening Hospitality area at Hilton Garden Inn

Thursday, January 6                
7:30 – Registration Opens

9  am- 12
General 
Session

Grower Spotlight:  presenter TBD
Pest Management: Tough Problems and Emerging Issues
Grower Panel on Harvesting & Packing  

12-2 pm Lunch and NARBA Annual Meeting at The Westin Savannah Harbor
Speaker: Mary Ann Lila, NCSU Plants for Human Health Institute

2-3 pm Trellising Options & 
Economics

High Tunnel 
Berry Culture – 
Current Status and 
Information Needs

WORKSHOP: 
Fundamentals 
of Blackberry 
& Raspberry  
Production, with 
a focus on local/
direct marketing

*Website Design 
and Optimization 

3-4 pm Disease Challenges 
for the Raspberry & 
Blackberry Industries    

*Using Social 
Media for Direct 
Marketing

*Crisis 
Communication 
Training

4-5 pm Breeding Updates &  
Research Reports

How to Protect 
Yourself in the 
Marketplace 

Evening Dutch Treat Dinner at Savannah restaurant (location TBD)

Friday, January 7 
9 am -6 pm Trade Show open. (Registrationi opens 7 am) *Tracks in the 

Southeast Regional 
Fruit & Vegetable 
Conference 
• Peach
• Vegetables
• Organic Production
• Pecan
• Blueberry
• Food Safety
• Sweet Corn

*Open to our 
attendees:

9 am -
12 noon  
General 
Session

Grower Spotlight: Eric Pond, Oregon
John Clark, “Improving Flavor of Blackberries Through 
Breeding and Planting Management: The Key to Industry 
Growth?”  
Grower Panel on DiversifyiingYour Markets

12-1:30 pm Lunch and Trade Show

1:30-2:30 Creating a Sustainable 
Blackberry Industry 
• What’s been happening 
in the blackberry market • 
Crop forecasting & planning 
• Perspectives on Mexican 
production • Progress on the 
USDA R&P Program • more 

The Dirt Track: Soils, Nutrients, 
Fertility, Preparing Before You 
Plant.
 

3:30-4:30 Weed Control: Chemicals, 
Barrier Materials & Mulches 

Evening Dinner on Your Own

Saturday, January  8
9 am -2:30 Trade Show open

Saturday Add-on to our Conference

12-1:30 Lunch in the Trade Show

2 - 5 pm Educational sessions tracks: • Peach• Vegetables  • Vidalia Onion • Muscadine • 
Strawberry  • Food Safety

6 pm Reception at The Westin Savannah Harbor

2011 North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry 
Conference
Continued from page one

at www.raspberryblackberry.com. Both 
are located on West Bay Street, virtually 
next door to each other. The tour will 
depart from in front of the DoubleTree 
and an evening Hospitality Room for our 
conference attendees will be at the Hilton 
Garden Inn. Be sure to ask for the SE 
Regional Fruit & Vegetable Conference 
group rate ($120 per night). Making res-
ervations early is strongly recommended, 
as these hotel blocks will tend to fill up 
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quickly. The group hotel reservation 
deadline is December 17th.  

Transportation 
The Savannah/Hilton Head Inter-
national Airport (SAV) is the closest 
airport. Shuttle service to downtown 
hotels ($25 one way, $39 round trip) is 
available via K Shuttle (www.kshuttle.
com or 912-721-5000). Cabs are approx-
imately $28/one way for one person; $5 

for each additional person. 
Within Savannah, free ferry and bus 

service brings conference attendees to 
and from the Convention Center (which 
is across the river) during the conference. 
There is a fare-free shuttle serving the 
historic district (as well as many sight-
seeing tours). Both hotels charge a fee for 
garage parking, but public on-street park-
ing is also available.

Registration
The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Grow-
ers Association (GFVGA) is handling all 
registration for our conference. Use the 
registration form below or visit www.rasp-
berryblackberry.com for links to on-line 
registration and online conferenc infor-
mation. A complete registration booklet 
prepared by GFVGA will also be sent out 
in October. Earlybird rates will be in effect 
through December 15. 

Page 30

www.raspberryblackberry.com • Mail: PO Box 2945, LaGrange, GA 30241 • Fax: 706-883-8215• Questions? 1-877-994-3842  

Name(s):           

Company:        

address:        City:   state: Zip:

Phone:    Fax:   email:

Please note any accessibility or special needs you may have:

Are you a member of the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association?  ____ Yes    ____No
(Membership is by family/farm. Non-members joining by 12/15 may register at member rates.)

                      early Bird                 Late registration
                      (Postmark by 12/15)       (Postmark after 12/15)

NARBA Member Full Conference Registration
(Includes Thursday Education Sessions and Lunch,
Friday Education Sessions and Lunch, and admission to the 
SE Regional Trade Show on Friday and Saturday)      $145.00   $175.00  

Non-Member Full Conference Registration
(Includes Thursday Education Sessions and Lunch,
Friday Education Sessions and Lunch, admission to the 
SE Regional Trade Show on Friday and Saturday, 
and a one-year membership in NARBA)          $195.00   $225.00                               
OPtiONaL:
NarBa tour 
(Wednesday, January 5, 2011)        $ 40.00   $ 50.00

Fundamentals of Raspberry/Blackberry Production
(thursday, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.)  
No charge but space is limited, so please sign up here   no charge             no charge

Saturday Only for SE Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference   
(Educational Sessions, Breaks, Trade Show, Sat. Lunch, Sat. Reception)   $ 75.00   $100.00

     American Express       Visa    MasterCard   Check            tOtaL $ _____________________

Credit Card #_____________________________________  Exp. Date:________

Signature:________________________________________

2011
North American

Raspberry & Blackberry Conference
JANUARY 5 - 7, 2011

SAVANNAH INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND CONVENTION CENTER
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

www.raspberryblackberry.com
1-877-994-3842

Register Now

Contact Information

Registration

Payment Method

Cancellation Policy

Written cancellations must be received by December 31, 2010.  A $20 processing/handling fee will be assessed on all refunds.
refunds will not be processed until after the conference. after January 1, 2011 there will be no refunds.

Make checks payable to:  
GA Fruit & Vegetable Growers Assn (GFVGA)
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recognizing fruit damaged by spotted Wing 
Drosophila (sWD), Drosophila suzukii

What does it look like when SWD lay eggs on fruit?

What does damage look like 3-4 days after SWD 
lays egg on fruit?

…after 5 days?

Strawberries deteriorate 
quickly.  The skin wrinkles and 
fruit softens; mold may appear 
~3 days after infestation.

A small hole and breathing tubes appear where eggs are laid

Blueberries start to show visible 
damage specific to SWD ~3 days 
following infestation.  Larval holes 
allows fruit juice to escape berry 
and soft areas become 
pronounced.

Raspberries show damage 
quickly.  The skin wrinkles and 
fruit becomes juicy.  Scarring 
and collapse of berry may occur 
as soon as 1-2 days following 
infestation.

Increased mold and 
juice

Dark scarring 
apparent

Soft areas collapse due to 
larval feeding

Oblong egg under 
the surface

(Observations made with fruit kept at room temperature.)

Breathing
tube

Breathing
tube

Fact sheet prepared by Jana Lee, USDA-ARS Horticultural Research Unit, Corvallis OR (541-738-4110, Jana.Lee@ars.usda.gov). 
A website at Oregon State University, http://swd.hort.oregonstate.edu/, is the national clearinghouse for SWD information, 
and includes links to personnel and related websites and blogs in other states.
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An Invasive Stink Bug
Part of this report is drawn from a web 
article by Jerry Brust, University of 
Maryland Extension, at www.hgic.umd.
edu/content/timelytips.cfm. 

The brown marmorated stink bug 
(BMSB) Halyomorpha halys was acci-
dentally introduced into the United States 
in shipping containers arriving from Asia. 
The first confirmed specimen was col-
lected in Allentown, PA, in October 2001. 
Since becoming established in Pennsyl-
vania, the BMSB has spread throughout 
the mid-Atlantic as far south as Virginia. 
It also has been found in several south-
ern and Midwestern states. It had mostly 
been considered a homeowner nuisance 
pest, but, reports University of Mary-
land Extension agent Jerry Brust, “That 
has all changed this year. Fruits such as 
apple, peach, and raspberries have been 
attacked in western and to a lesser degree 
in north central Maryland.” 

Comments NARBA Vice President 
Nathan Milburn, who farms in Elkton, 
Maryland, “I saw some damage last year, 
I’m guessing maybe 10%, but this year, 
I’d say 80% damage in all my fruit. They 
can very easily shut your operation down. 
The berries in peak season look like they 
do at the end of the season. We had a 
good early harvest, but are having to shut 
down early. The only controls are contact 
sprays without residual action. They are 
incredible  flyers and they fly in from out-
side even if you do treat. You can control 
them with pyrethroids, but we try to do 
a strict IPM operation, and I really don’t 
want to have to spray weekly with some-
thing that will kill everything.”

Says Brian Butler, Extension Agent in 
Carroll County, MD, “I am working Jose-
phine raspberries in tunnels and outside 
at the Western Maryland Research and 
Education Center in Keedysville, MD. 
We are experiencing over 90% loss in the 
outdoor planting.  The numbers of BMSB 
are so high here that picking has become 
a very uncomfortable endeavor.

“They are feeding on the fruit as 
nymphs and adults which causes the fruit 
to completely shrivel but not come free 
from the receptacle. This makes a real 
mess as they begin to mold. Less se-
vere damage to the druplets is also bad 
enough to render the fruit totally unmar-

ketable. 
“Another interesting problem is that 

the nymphs can fall into the containers 
while picking and will crawl into the fruit 
so when one eats the fruit they are also 
getting a stinkbug nymph.”

The BMSB also feeds on vegetables, 
notes Jerry Brust. “The damage from 
BMSB feeding is especially bad on 
some vegetables where it can deform the 
fruit more severely than other stink bug 
species. Whether this is due to greater 
amounts or different types of enzymes in 
its saliva is not known. The BMSB also 
seems to more readily introduce yeast 
contaminants into its feeding sites that 
further degrade the fruit.” The worst veg-
etables for damage appear to be tomato 
and pepper.

The BMSB adults emerge from over-
wintering sites during late May through 
the beginning of June. They mate and lay 
eggs June through August and probably 
into September. The eggs hatch into small 
black and red nymphs that go through 
five molts throughout July and August. 
Adults begin to show in mid-August. 
Their flights for overwintering sites (often 
in homes, in large numbers) start in mid-
September and continue through October.

Writes Jerry Brust, “ I do not know if 
BMSB populations will continue at these 
extraordinarily high levels in the next 
couple of years. We had a perfect storm 
develop this summer for the BMSB pop-
ulation to explode: a severe drought early 
in the summer and extreme heat. These 
two factors literally dried up the usual 
wild plant hosts not only of BMSB but 
also other pests as well and drove them 
into our fruit and vegetable fields. The 
dry weather appeared to be conducive 
to BMSB survival as their population 
exploded in August. We probably will not 
have these same conditions next year and 
will hopefully not see these high popula-
tions again. However, we just don‘t know 
enough to predict accurately what the 
situation will be in the coming years.”

Their range is expected to spread.t 
For more information, visit www.hgic.

umd.edu/content/brownstinkbug.cfm, 
which also has links to several related 
sites. This topic will be discussed at the 
conference in Savannah.

From top: 1) BMSB nymphs, 2) female 
adult, 3) eggs and newly hatched larvae, 
4) raspberries showing damage attrib-
uted to the BMSB. Top three photos from 
a Regional Pest Alert (www.hgic.umd.
edu/content/documents/Stink_Bug_Pest_
Alert.pdf). Bottom photo by Brian Butler.
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North AmericAN rAspberry 
& blAckberry AssociAtioN (NArbA)
1138 rock rest rd.
pittsboro, Nc 27312

NARBA 2010 Officers 
and Executive Council 
President - Nate Nourse, Nourse Farms, 
41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 01373, 
413-665-2658, nnourse@noursefarms.com.

Vice President - Nathan Milburn, Milburn 
Orchards, 1495 Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 
21921, 443-309-2077, nathan@milburnor-
chards.com.

Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
1138 Rock Rest Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research Committee Co-Chairs - 
Jeff Chandler, Sandhills Research Sta-
tion, 2148 Windblow Rd., Jackson Springs, 
NC 27251, 910-974-4673, jeff.chandler@
ncagr.gov and Gina Fernandez, NCSU 
Box 7609, Raleigh, NC 27695, 919-513-
7416, gina_fernandez@ncsu.edu.

Past President and Blackberry R&P 
Project chair – Ervin Lineberger, Kildeer 
Farm, 300 Goforth Rd. Kings Mountain, 
NC 28086, 704-460-6251, fruitgrower@
netzero.net.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Henry Mutz, 
Berryhaven Farm, 320 Mt. Lehman Rd. S., 
Abbotsford, BC V4X 2L4, 604-859-6380, 
berryhaven@shaw.ca.

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, 
RI & VT) Nate Nourse, Nourse Farms, 

41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 01373, 
413-665-2658, nnourse@noursefarms.com.

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA & 
Europe) Susan Lynn, Sand Hill  Berries, 
304 Deer Field Rd., Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666, 
724-547-9259, shberries@zoominternet.net.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Nathan Milburn, Milburn Orchards, 1495 
Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 21921, 443-309-
2077, nathan@milburnorchards.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS 
& TX). John Duval, SunnyRidge Farm, 1900 
5th St. NW, Winter Haven, FL 33885, 863-
207-2800, john.duval@sunnyridge.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) Lee 
Matteson, The Berry Patch Farm, 62785 
280th St., Nevada, IA 50201, 515-290-
1409, leematteson@yahoo.com.

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Wayne Mitchem, Mitchem’s Farm, 
400 Davids Chapel Church Rd., Vale, NC 
28168, 704-742-4369, mitchemsfarm@
bellsouth.net.

Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Randy  Honcoop,  
Randy Honcoop Farms, 9696 Northwood 
Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 360-354-1155, 
ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com.

At-Large Representatives: 

Mark Bolda,  University of CA Co-op Ext. 
Santa Cruz, 1432 Freedom Blvd., Watson-

AuTuMN, 2010
t

Available from NARBA
Proceedings of the 2010 North Ameri-
can Berry Conference, on CD. Sent to 
all members, but we have some extras if 
you know anyone who wants them. $10/
each, postage included.

Raspberry & Blackberry Production 
Guide for the Northeast, Midwest, adn 
Eastern Canada, NRAES Cooperative 
Extension. It was out of print for about 
six months, but we’ve received a new 
shipment. The best book available, no 
matter where you are – we’ve sold lots to 
growers in the South and West as well. 
Lots of color pictures, well organized, 
and full of good information. $35 to 
members, $40 to non-members, shipping 
included. (A few dollars more to ship 
to Canada or other non-U.S. addresses). 
Those prices are a discount below order-
ing direct from NRAES.

ville, CA 95076, 831-763-8040, mpbolda@
ucdavis.edu.

Andrew Maiman, Reiters Affiliated Com-
panies, 3932 Moores Lake Road, Dover, FL 
33527, 954-684-2736, Andrew.Maiman@
berry.net.

see the call for nominations for 
the Executive Council

 on page 11.


