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and Central America, and all across the 
U.S. and Canada. 

All registrants will have access via 
Whova to recorded sessions and other 
resources until late August, 2022. All 
recordings will be made available to all 
NARBA members sometime this sum-
mer in the Members Only section; watch 
for a notice. People may also purchase 
post-conference access through August 
by contacting NARBA info@raspberry-
blackberry.com.

Next year’s conference
NARBA’s 2023 conference will be held in 
Florida in February 2023, date and loca-
tion to be determined. We hope to see 
you there. t
 

Conference Report
NARBA’s virtual 2022 conference was a 
great success! Presentations were sub-
stantive and informative, most sessions 
went smoothly and were well-attended, 
and there was quite a bit of interaction 
via Q&A and the Whova online commu-
nity boards.

While we had entered the year fully 
intending to hold our February, 2022 
conference as a hybrid event in Gaithers-
burg, Maryland, by mid-January it had 
become clear that the Covid-19 concerns 
were drastically reducing in-person 
registrations, even for the normally very 
popular tour and workshop, and mak-
ing an in-person conference untenable. 
Fortunately, our host hotel was willing 
to release us from our contract without 
penalty, and on January 21, the NARBA 
Executive Committee decided to take the 
conference entirely virtual. Our experi-
ence in 2020 and the fact that we were 
again using the Whova platform were 
key to making this quick pivot possible. 

Over the next month, we re-worked 
the schedule, renegotiated with exhibi-
tors, sponsors and existing in-person 
registrants, assembled a team of Zoom 
techs, and worked with presenters and 

moderators to make the all-virtual for-
mat go well.

Many thanks to the sponsors and 
exhibitors who chose to stick with us and 
to the presenters for their flexibility. Spe-
cial thanks to conference program coor-
dinator Jill Bushakra who painstakingly 
tweaked the schedule multiple times and 
to our Zoom techs: Lizzy Herrera in Ar-
kansas, Rebecca Dail in North Carolina, 
and Elisa Ford in Oregon.   

There were 53 registrants in our 
pre-conference short course and 283 at-
tendees overall. One of the advantages of 
a virtual conference is the ability to have 
both presenters and registrants from 
around the world. We had registrants 
from China, Australia, the U.K., Europe, 
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Briefly Speaking 
As NARBA’s new president I want to thank 
all of our members who elected our new and 
returning members to our Executive Council 
and our Council who recently elected our new 
officers to two-year terms. Please welcome Dr. 
Amanda McWhirt as our Vice President and 
Ben Butler as our continuing Treasurer. 
We all want to thank outgoing President Jim 
Jedele who has completed his two-year term 
but remains on the council as immediate past 
president. Jim guided us through two difficult 
years of the COVID-19 pandemic that included two virtual conferences which were 
new experiences for nearly everyone. Congratulations to Debby Wechsler on her re-
tirement as our Executive Secretary, and welcome to Darcy Kochis as our new Execu-
tive Director.
Many of you participated in our annual conference, which was very successful by any 
measure. While we had hoped to hold an in-person conference, with the surge in the 
Omicron COVID variant we pivoted to virtual in late January and completed our sec-
ond virtual conference only a month later. During this conference, we asked partici-
pants to complete a detailed survey about not just the conference but NARBA as well. 
We received about fifty survey responses and the input is very helpful. 
We want to continue to improve both our conferences and what NARBA offers to our 
members beyond the annual conference. The survey results will be analyzed and 
used in our strategic planning sessions that our Executive Council is starting March 
30. We have navigated through two years of the pandemic and we are charged up and 
ready to tackle the future. The caneberry industry is strong and consumers continue 
to want more red raspberries, black raspberries, and blackberries. Exciting new vari-
eties are coming from plant breeders. 
NARBA has a bright future and as part of that future, we want to do more to provide 
our members increased value from their membership. We will be assessing our orga-
nizational mission, our website, our social media presence, our membership, and our 
conferences. We will be brainstorming what we should do to attract more members, 
whether there are segments of our membership we should focus on more than oth-
ers, and whether there are geographic areas that should receive more emphasis as 
part of how we can grow our membership. In order to do our best with our strategic 
planning, we need more input from our membership. Consider the following ques-
tions:

• What is NARBA doing that you really like and want to continue? 
• What is NARBA doing that you don’t like and think should stop? 
• What would you like to see NARBA doing that it does not do currently? 

And please provide any other comments that you would like to share –  be as specific 
as possible. Please email your thoughts to me or any of our council members. Their 
names and email addresses can be found on the last page of this newsletter. 

     — Tom O’Brien, NARBA President 
        OBrien Family Farm, Coats, NC

E V E N T S

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), and 
is a benefit of membership in the as-
sociation. For membership information, 
reprint permission, and advertising 
rates, contact 

NARBA
PO Box 56587
Portland, OR 97238
Phone: 503-208-5589
info@raspberryblackberry.com 
www.raspberryblackberry.com

The Bramble © NARBA 2022

Contact NARBA if you have events, both 
in-person or virtual, to list here and on 
the NARBA website.
November 22-23, 2022– Morocco 
Berry Conference. To be held virtu-
ally. See https://events.greensmile.ma/
home-2021/
January 31 - February 2, 2023 – Berry 
Health Benefits Symposium, Tampa, 
FL.  This international conference is 
dedicated to showcasing the latest scien-
tific research into berries and health.  It 
is a project of the National Berry Crops 
Initiative, of which NARBA is a member. 
See https://berryhealth.org/
July 19-21, 2023 – ISHS XIII Interna-
tional Rubus and Ribes Symposium 
to be held on at the Hyatt Regency in 
Portland, Oregon. Pre-Symposium Tour 
on July 16-18, 2023 visits sites in both 
Oregon and Washington. See page 11 for 
more information.

          NARBA                     

   
  

Raspberry Blackberry
North American

Association
&



The BramBle: Newsletter of the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association,  Spring, 2022 3

N A R B A  N E W S R E S E A R C H   
F O U N D A T I O NElection Results

Executive Council Elections   
At NARBA’s Annual Meeting on February 
23, elections for the Executive Coun-
cil (NARBA’s Board of Directors) were 
conducted. For this virtual election, we 
used a live poll on Zoom, plus offering 
members the chance to vote online in 
advance. The following were elected:

Ben Butler (Region 3, second term)
Monica Schafer (Region 4)
Tom O’Brien (Region 5, second term)
Pierson Geyer (At-Large)
Whitney Phillips (At-Large) 

Find contact information and regions for 
all EC members on the back page of every 
newsletter. 
New NARBA Officers 
At its follow-up meeting on March 13, 
the Executive Council elected its officers 
for the next two years:

President: Tom O’Brien, OBrien Fam-
ily Farms, Coats, NC. Tom has served as 
NARBA’s vice president for the past two 
years and OBrien Family Farms has been 
a member since 2018. Tom is also the 
Region 5 representative to the Executive 
Council.

Vice President: Amanda McWhirt, 
Assistant Professor of Horticulture and 
Extension Specialist at the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, and Region 6 rep-
resentative on the Executive Council. She 
has been a NARBA member since 2017.

Treasurer: Ben Butler, Butler’s Or-
chard, Germantown, MD. Ben also served 
as Treasurer last year and continues as 
Region 3 representative to the Execu-
tive Council. Butler’s Orchard has been a 
NARBA member since 2008.
Other Executive Council Actions
At this meeting, the EC also decided to: 
• Propose two changes to the Bylaws to 

be voted on by NARBA members (watch 
for a postcard & email about this and 
see https://www.raspberryblackberry.
com/2022-bylaw-vote/. Changes are:
• Change the title of NARBA’s Executive 

Secretary to Executive Director to 
more accurately reflect the role this 
position has already been playing  

• Change the NARBA fiscal year to run 
from July 1 - June 30th, to capture all 

NABGRF 2022 Grants
The Trustees of NARBA’s North American 
Bramble Growers Research Foundation 
have approved the recommendations of 
the Foundation’s Research Committee, 
which met recently to consider the pro-
posals for 2022  funding. This year, the 
Foundation received five proposals, for a 
total request of $21,005. All five propos-
als were approved for funding:
Assessing the Effect of Different Nitro-
gen Fertilization Rates on the Post-
harvest Quality of ‘Ouachita’ grown 
in South Georgia - Ames, University of 
Georgia: $5,000
Evaluating Floricane-fruiting Black-
berry Response to Bed Renovation 
and Fertilizer Application Timing - 
Becker, University of Kentucky: $4,000
Assessment of Blackberry Injury in 
Response to a Selection of Preemer-
gent Herbicides - Bertucci, University of 
Arkansas: $2,005  
Investigating the Effects of Novel Post-
harvest Treatments on the Shelf-life of 
Georgia-grown Blackberries - Deltsi-
dis, University of Georgia: $5,000
Long Cane Production of Raspberries - 
Fernandez and Jackson, NC State Univer-
sity: $5,000
Travel Scholarships
The Trustees also approved the recom-
mendation from the Research Committee 
for Graduate Student Travel Scholarship 
Program, allocating up to $2000 for two 
scholarships to attend the 2023 NARBA 
annual conference and to present a 
poster (or speak). The two scholarship 

Thank You!
The following are contributors to the 
Research Foundation since we last 
reported them in March 2021. All do-
nations are much appreciated!

Sustainers
$1000 or more
Nourse Farms

Indiana Berry & Plant Co.
Northwest Plant Company

North American Plants

Contributors
$100-$999 
William Ek 
Walter Goss
Ken Livesay

Mastronardi BerryWorld America
Naturipe Berry Growers 
Supporters ($20-99)

Renee Gelder, Steve & Carole Huebner, 
Kevin Roberts,  Washington Red 

Raspberry Commission
And many others who  gave smaller 
amounts with their membership dues 
and conference registrations. Apologies 
to any donors left off this list.

awards approved for 2022 have also 
been deferred to 2023. (See page 9).

Funds for the Research Foundation 
primarily come from three sources: the 
Nursery Contribution program, NARBA’s 
25% tithe of growers’ member dues, and  
contributions from industry and individ-
uals. Nursery contributions are based on 
plant sales the year before. t

 Information about the Research Foun-
dation and previously funded projects can 
be found at www.raspberryblackberry.
com/research-foundation/. 

of the conference and membership 
income and expenses into one fiscal 
year

• Conduct a process of long-term plan-
ning and evaluation over the course of 
the year

• Hold the 2023 conference in Florida  
 It looks like a good year ahead with 
many EC members staying in positions 
they’ve held previously or transitioning 
to new responsibilities and new folks 

joining the NARBA team to help build a 
future full of promise. Many thanks to all 
who have stepped up to plan and carry 
out NARBA activities, who have con-
tributed their time and expertise to the 
newsletter and conferences, who have 
provided financial support, and who 
have helped make NARBA better known 
in the past years. Without everyone’s 
support we would not be where we are 
today. t
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YOUR PARTNER FOR
EXCELLENT SERVICE
Join our close-knit family of

the best growers in the world

Giumarra offers world class logistics,
transportation, and marketing services

to a select group of very special
growers from around the globe.

To learn more about how to
join the Giumarra family,

please contact:

Tom Richardson
562.308.5480

Tom.Richardson@giumarra.com

Alan Abé
610.268.0286

Alan.Abe@giumarra.com

Giumarra.com • NaturesPartner.com
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Introducing NARBA’s New 
Executive Director
NARBA has named Darcy Kochis as its 
new Executive Director. 

Darcy brings with her long standing 
experience working with berry organiza-
tions in numerous positions including 
administration, marketing, promotions, 
liaison skills with federal and state gov-
ernment and more. 

Darcy comes to the position with a 
deep respect for the growers of bramble 
crops and the job they do to provide 
the highest quality product from their 
farm to the consumer. Her knowledge 
of berries and agricultural issues comes 
from over 14 years involvement in the 
industry. Darcy began her career work-
ing as a marketing assistant at Food First 
Marketing a promotions and marketing 
company dedicated to working with the 
berry industry to educate, promote and 
market berries and their value-added 
products on a national and international 
level. 

Working directly with berry farm-
ers in Oregon and Washington, Darcy 
learned first hand the issues facing both 
producers and packers. Darcy is now 
the CEO of Food First Marketing and is 
engaged on many levels to ensure that 
berry crops and their growers are both 
seen and heard in a highly competitive 
food marketplace. This past summer 
after a devastating “heat dome” deci-
mated Oregon and Washington’s berry 
crops with temperatures as high as 114 
degrees, Darcy coordinated with state of-
ficials to propose legislative efforts to the 

federal government which resulted in aid 
to farmers to help offset crop losses.

Darcy actively interacts with re-
search scientists and those involved in 
studying the health-giving benefits of 
berries; these findings are the number 
one driver for the upward consumption 
of berries worldwide. Serving as Direc-
tor of the Berry Health Benefits Sympo-
sium (BHBS), the major conference on 
berry’s health impact, Darcy communi-
cates directly with leading researchers 
and emerging young scientists to make 
sure their work reaches the public eye 
and relays the message of the enormous 
benefits berries provide for health and 
long term wellness. The biennial BHBS 
provides a platform for showcasing the 
newest research available from across 
the globe. The conference organizing 
experience of Darcy’s team at Food First 
Marketing,  including web page develop-

ment, sponsorship and speaker coordi-
nation, hotel liaison, and publicity, will 
carry over into her work with NARBA.

 Darcy also serves as Administra-
tor of the National Berry Crops Initia-
tive (NBCI) whose mission is to form a 
partnership of industry, academia and 
government aimed at developing a stra-
tegic plan for the continued growth and 
sustainability of berry crop production 
in the United States. Its berry commis-
sions and associations have worked 
together, supported by Darcy’s grant-
writing and project leadership  to raise 
funds for berry-wide studies designed to 
help show the impact berry consumption 
has on human health. [NARBA is a mem-
ber of NBCI.]

In her new role with NARBA Darcy 
hopes to increase opportunities for 
raspberry and blackberry growers. Says 
Darcy, “I am thrilled to be working with 
NARBA in a leadership role, as I have 
worked with the organization as a part-
ner in projects for 13 years. Over the 
next year we will be taking a deep dive 
into the organization's current activities 
and create new programs to support the 
membership and the caneberry industry. 
NARBA as an organization has a lot of 
opportunities and we are really excited 
to create value that supports this com-
munity.” t 

 

Darcy Kochis.

New Contact Information for NARBA
 

PO Box 56587
Portland, OR 97238

Phone: (503) 208-5589
info@raspberryblackberry.com



The BramBle: newsletter of the North american raspberry & Blackberry association,  Spring, 20226

www.sun-belle.com

Join our family of growers
Contact Ken Hopps: Ken@sun-belle.com 

708-343-4545 

®



The BramBle: Newsletter of the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association,  Spring, 2022 7

A Fond Farewell
Dear Members,
It has truly been a privilege working for 
NARBA. I thank you all for the honor 
of receiving its Distinguished Service 
Award at the conference and for all the 
kind words from so many people. 

 When I started in 2004, the organi-
zation had less than 100 members and 
was called the North American Bramble 
Growers Association. I’ve watched it 
grow to more than three times that num-
ber and gain a much greater involvement 
from the larger companies in the cane-
berry industry as well as many smaller 
growers. I’ve helped shepherd it through 
the process of changing its name to the 
North American Raspberry & Blackberry 
Association (more focus on fruit, less on 
thorns!), built its website (twice), and 
put together something like 72 issues of 
The Bramble, which has grown from 4 
pages when I started to a whopping 26 
pages these last two issues. 

I have had the pleasure of meet-
ing and working with many wonderful 
people in the caneberry world, whether 
on the farm, over the phone, or at confer-
ences. I have been a very happy working 
traveler – NARBA conferences have taken 
me to new cities, tours have taken me 
to Mexico and Quebec, and my NARBA 
connection has given me reason to visit 
farms and research institutions in both 
the U.S. and the U.K.

I am very pleased that NARBA has 
found such a capable replacement in 
Darcy Kochis, and that the board had the 
foresight to allow for an overlap between 
us so we could transfer materials and 
information as smoothly as possible. I 
will continue to help with the newsletter 
in 2022, and will be available to answer 
questions and provide continuity. 

So, what will I be doing? I hope to 
do more traveling and exploring, better 
gardening, more hiking, more volunteer-
ing on archaeological digs, more local 
politics. I’ll find more time to practice my 
violin, see friends and family, and train 
my unruly dog. One of my first projects 
will be to radically transform my clut-
tered office space for this new stage of 
my life. And I may show up on your farm 
or at NARBA conferences or keep my 
hand in writing magazine articles. 

I invite NARBA friends to stay in 
touch: my phone number is 919-542-
3687, my email is debbywechsler@
gmail.com. t 

Photos:1, 2, and 3: at the St. Louis 
conference, courtesy Jim Jedele. 4 is in 
Williamsburg, with board member Scott 
Norman. 5 and 6 are from our memorable 
2017 tour in Mexico. I hope to continue to 
have that same spirit of adventure.

2

3

4

5

6

1
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NABGRF 2022 Travel Scholarship Awards
The NABG Research Foundation has awarded two graduate student travel scholar-
ships this year. This program provides up to $1000 for award winners to attend the 
NARBA conference. Because the conference was virtual this year, their travel awards 
have been deferred to 2023. 
Rana Islam is a final year master’s student at the 
University of California Davis (UC Davis), majoring in 
horticulture and agronomy with a focus on postharvest 
technology and biology of fresh produce. He has been 
researching the effects of controlled atmosphere storage 
on raspberries and presented in the poster session The 
objective of his research is to test the effects of different 
high CO2 atmospheres on raspberry postharvest storage 
and sensory qualities, to make it possible to recommend 
an optimal controlled atmosphere for raspberries that 
does not negatively affect their sensory qualities. He pre-
sented a poster on his preliminary finding at last year’s conference and won the Best 
Poster award.
Lisa Rayburn is a Masters student working with Dr. Gina 
Fernandez at NC State University. She is also an extension 
agent serving commercial fruit and vegetable growers in a 
multi-county region in southeastern North Carolina. 

Lisa’s research is focused on the development of a 
long cane raspberry production system for the Southeast 
utilizing locally produced substrate. Her goal through this 
research is to identify a viable way for growers to produce 
red raspberries in an area where they have been unable to 
due to climate and disease limitations.

She presented on this topic as part of this conference. Her research was also fea-
tured a at a blackberry field day held in North Carolina in September. t
 

Spring 
Caneberry Chores

This list was developed by Dr. Gina Fer-
nandez, Small Fruit Specialist at NC State 
University and reviewed by Dr. Marvin 
Pritts at Cornell. Chores and timing may 
be somewhat different in your area or 
for your cropping system. For recom-
mendations for the Pacific Northwest, we 
encourage you to subscribe to the email 
“Small Fruit Update” www.nwberryfoun-
dation.org/SFUsignup.html 
Plant growth and development

 � Plants deacclimate quickly so buds 
become more susceptible to abnor-
mally low temperatures after periods 
of warmth.

 � Bud differentiation (additional flow-
ers formed)

 � Bud break 
 � Flowering
 � Primocane emergence

Pruning and trellising
 � Check buds and canes for damage – 
prune out any damaged canes.

 � Finish pruning and make sure that all 
floricanes are tied to the trellis and 
old expended floricanes have been 
removed before budbreak.

 � For fall-fruiting raspberries and black-
berries, make sure canes are mowed 
to the ground before primocane emer-
gence. 

 � Rotate shift trellises to horizontal 
position before budbreak; rotate to 
upright position immediately after 
flowering.

Weeds
 �Weed growth can be very vigorous 
at the same time as the bramble crop 
peaks. Don’t let weeds get out of con-
trol. Many preemergent herbicides are 
most effective when applied prior to 
primocane emergence in spring. Some 
growers are having success with bio-
degradable mulch to suppress weeds 
the year of planting.

 � Hand-weed perennial weeds in and 
around plots.

Monitoring crop ripening 
 � After buds start to swell, if tempera-
tures fall below 28°F, check for injury 
in blackberry

 � Record bloom and peak crop dates for 
each cultivar you grow to help with 
predicting future ripening dates

Insects and diseases
 � Growers with a history of cane diseas-
es and/or mites often find that certain 
fungicides (e.g. lime sulfur) and oils 
are most effective just prior to bud 
break. The period of time in the spring 
when the plant is flowering is the 
most important season for control of 
insects and diseases. Know what your 
pests are and how to control them.

Water management
 � Caneberry plants need about 1-2 inch-
es of water/week. This amount will be 
especially critical during harvest. 

Nutrient management
 � Nitrogen applications are most effec-
tive when done in two parts. Apply the 
first just prior to primocane emer-

gence in spring and the second about 
4 weeks later. Or, follow recommenda-
tions for seasonal fertigation applica-
tion in your region.

Food safety
 � Review food safety requirements for 
your farm for 2022.

 � Review existing plans and forms and 
make updates and improvements.

Marketing and miscellaneous
 � Service and clean coolers.
 �Make sure you have enough contain-
ers for fruit in the coming season.
 � Prepare advertising and signage for 
your stand.
 � Contact buyers to finalize orders.
 � Hire pickers.
 � Prepare signage for field orientation; 
it is easier to tell pickers where to go 
if rows are numbered. t
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 ARE BIRDS

EATING 
The Humming Line is your answer!

“FLY AWAY BIRDIES” The Line That Hums
With the slightest breeze “FLY AWAY BIRDIES” Humming Line  

generates vibrations that produce low to high-pitched sound waves, called 
harmonic resonance, scaring away birds that destroy your crops.

YOUR
 BERRIES?

$159 95 PER ROLL  + S&H

Protects 1 acre

Visit our website: 

www.flyawaybirdies.com 
for more detailed information and installation instructions

CustomerService@FlyAwayBirdies.com

BENEFITS:
•  REUSABLE if  

uninstalled properly
• Environmentally Safe
•  Ensure More Profit
• Economical
• Spooks Birds
•  Simple Installation
• Wind Powered
• Non-Lethal

KEEP BIRDS FROM:

Fred: 816-596-3936  •  Ric: 913-620-7392
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Join us for the ISHS XIII International 
Rubus and Ribes Symposium to be 
held on July 19-21, 2023 at the Hyatt 
Regency in Portland, Oregon. This event 
is organized every 3-5 years in different 
countries and is an opportunity to learn 
about the latest research around the 
world from leading experts in blackber-
ries and raspberries. The theme for this 
upcoming Symposium is “Resiliency in 
Rubus and Ribes Cultivation”. Topics will 
include breeding and genetics, physiol-
ogy, new production systems, soil and 
plant nutrition, irrigation, pests and dis-
eases, post-harvest quality and handling, 
marketing and economics, and status of 
the industry in different countries. Pre-
sentations will be suitable for scientists, 

growers, consultants, processors, and 
marketers of blackberries and rasp-
berries. We have a lineup of excellent 
keynote speakers for the event, including 
Dr. Tannis Thorlakson, Senior Manager 
of Environment at Driscoll’s USA; Dr. 
Romina Rader, Associate Professor of 
Ecology, University of New England, Aus-
tralia; and Dr. Bernadine Strik, Professor 
Emeritus, Oregon State University.

We are also planning a Pre-Sym-
posium Tour on July 16-18, 2023. The 
three-day tour will begin in Seattle, from 
where we will travel to Lynden, WA to 
visit local raspberry farms and process-
ing facilities. The following day, we will 
make a stop for an exciting excursion 
to Mount St. Helen’s National Volcanic 
Monument before heading to Portland. 
Once in Portland, we will spend a day 
visiting local blackberry farms in the 
Willamette Valley. The final stop of the 
tour will be the Food Innovation Cen-
ter in Portland, where we learn about 
sensory testing and hear the latest news 
on product development in blackberries 
and raspberries.

We hope you will join us and look 
forward to seeing you at the Symposium. 
A website with further details and infor-
mation on registration for the event is 
coming soon.

Conveners: Lisa DeVetter, Washington 
State University and David Bryla, USDA-
ARS, Corvallis, OR

How Do You Tie Your Canes 
to Trellises? 
This conversation (edited here) took place 
as a discussion topic during the conference. 
KR: Looking for recommendations on 
what tape to use to secure blackberries 
to trellises. Currently using Home Depot 
brand green tape with poor to moderate 
results.
DM: We use sisal baler twine, we like 
sisal because its biodegradable, some 
people use poly but it stays with you and 
in your field forever.
JH: I've seen quite a few folks use flag-
ging tape, I've run into the folks at trade-
shows who carry the tape and little tying 
dispenser guns.
DM: We have tried some products like 
that in the past, our concern is how they 
hold up over winter and to mechanical 
harvesting.
KR: We don't have mechanical harvest-
ing but high winds affect how the tape 
holds up.
EA: I am new to raspberries. Will the 
sisal last for a while? 
TB: We stopped using sisal twine at our 
farm. While we like it is not plastic and 
it is biodegradable, in our hot humid cli-
mate it was a host for mold.
EA: We are trialing raspberries in a green-
house so it will be also humid and hot. 
KR: We found that twine was labor in-
tensive for us and could cause damage to 
canes again if there are high winds.
TB: This year we have tried a product 
called Klips (I think?) that is about 4 
inches long and clips to the trellis wire. It 
has some issues but is quick and reus-
able. The issues we see are they can be 
a little short if canes are thick and if the 
plant gets big and heavy they can pop off. 
JH: Do you mean Klipon? I've seen those 
in the field as well.

TB: Yes, that’s it. Interesting product but 
not perfect. Far faster to use than any tying. 
JJ: Try a tool called Tapener. It wraps a 
tape around the plant and trellis, staples 
and cuts the tape as fast as you can posi-
tion it. Manually operated, no battery 
just squeeze the handle. Costs about 
$90.00.
KR: We have one of those but need to 
find a better stronger tape to use with 
it. We like the tool. Have used it all last 
season.
JJ: The 8 mil works well. I buy from A. M. 
Leonard. 
KR: Thanks for the feedback. Will check 
them out.

Klipon fastener

Above: Tapener tool. Below, another type 
of fastener we’ve seen on some farms that 
wasn’t mentioned in this conversation.

Try using the NARBAConnect 
members Facebook group for  
topics and conversations like this!
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Present at the Creation
By Anne Geyer, Agriberry Farm and CSA, 
Hanover, VA
Greetings fans of the wonderful Rubus 
berries. Why am I so lucky to share the 
beginning of our current NARBA? I was 
there! 

Allow me to back up a bit as to why 
I was in Holzapfel Hall in College Park, 
Maryland when the NARBA idea was 
planted. I grew up picking wild black 
caps and June reds along Cayuga Lake, 
40 miles north of Cornell in Ithaca, NY. 
My parents, now in their 90s, still live in 
the home place. 

During college summers I worked 
first for the NYS Fruit Testing Coop-
erative Association (Tim Nourse was a 
director for it in 1976, I recall), then as 
a research tech for the NY Agricultural 
Experiment Station Pomology Depart-
ment. Which is how I knew of the three-
year research tech position (funded by 
the USDA in Beltsville) at the University 
of Maryland with newly hired Cornell 

Pomology grad Dr. Harry J. Swartz for his 
Rubus breeding program. From the fall of 
1979 through 1982 what berry marvel-
ous work and adventures I had. Attend-
ing the 1980 Rubus & Ribes Symposium 
in British Columbia and touring the Ru-
bus plantings in July after the Mount St. 
Helens volcanic eruption were certainly 
top highlights. But I digress. 

Back to our NARBA. It was winter-
time of 1982, and I recall Dale Stokes 
had made a point of coming from Ohio to 
meet with Harry on an important matter. 
Dale and his wife Jane (who sadly just 
passed away this year) and their son 
have maybe one of the longest standing, 
largest and BEST black raspberry farms 
east of the Pacific Northwest (http://
stokesberryfarm.com/)

The important matter Dale brought 
to the office, 40 years ago, was the need 
for a national or North American grow-
ers association devoted specifically to 
Rubus crops. Dale, truly a visionary, 
could see the need for all Rubus grow-
ers, of all farm sizes, to begin to align 

and collaborate with industry specialists. 
An association was needed, and could 
Dr. Swartz, who had been building over 
the last three years the University of 
Maryland raspberry breeding program 
with alliances worldwide, be a help with 
launching such a group? As I listened in 
from my desk, I recall Harry agreeing a 
need was there, but emphatic it would 
need to be a grower-based association. 

So using a berry cultivar metaphor: 
Farmer Dale had the idea (plant) chosen, 
a qualified collaborator (nursery), now 
stakeholders (qualified farms) were 
needed. The first obvious collaboration 
would be to align with the North Ameri-
can Strawberry Growers Association, 
newly formed in 1978. The NASGA direc-
tors at the time wanted to stay strictly 
strawberries, but it provided a model for 
us. I recall we did gather interest with 
Maryland and Pennsylvania growers and 
nurserymen for the idea at the Tri-State 
meeting in Hershey, and a mailing list 
(no emails or texting in early 1980s) was 
built. Ben Allnutt of Homestead Farm 
in Potomac, MD, was also very involved 
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High-quality plants.
Exceptional customer service. 

It's our mission.
Literally.

NourseFarms.com | 413-665-2658 | info@noursefarms.com

Delivering Quality

and helpful in 1985 with administrative 
aspects while Dr Swartz was on Sabbati-
cal in Scotland. Betty Stegmair Fagan and 
her husband Richard of Cumberland MD, 
from a long standing Rubus farm, were 
also instrumental in the early incubation 
of NARBA. 

After 1983 I was no longer with the 
UMD, as Chuck and I were establish-
ing the Westmoreland Berry Farm. So 
the charter specifics of NARBA are not 
known to me, aside from knowing we 
certainly became charter members in 
1985 and have been members ever since 
and have served in various committee 
capacities along the years. 

* * * * *
From Debby Wechsler: In sorting and 

organizing files to pass them on, I came 
across – for the first time – the very first 
issue of the newsletter of the new North 
American Bramble Growers Association or 
NABGA, from March 27, 1985. (The name 
was changed to North American Raspber-
ry & Blackberry Association (NARBA), in 
2008.) Here are a few excerpts:

This January 31, 1985, 55 growers 
and horticulturists held a pre-organiza-
tional meeting of the North American 
Bramble Growers Association [this is the 

meeting in Hershey 
that Anne refers to]. 
During the meeting, 
we discussed the 
purposes and goals 
of a bramble grow-
ers organization, 
the formation of an 
executive commit-
tee, membership 
fee structure, and 
the functions of this 
organization. 

The general pur-
pose of the associa-
tion is to promote 
the generation, 
communication, and 
implementation of 
knowledge deal-
ing with all aspects 
blackberry, dew-
berry, and raspberry 
culture in the United 
States and Canada. 
More specific pur-
poses will need to 
be written in future 
bylaws. We will start 
this organization 

with the intentions of publishing semi-
annual newsletters and having an annual 
meeting sometime this winter. NABGA’s 
daily business will be transacted by the 
executive secretary under the direction 
of an executive committee. 

One of the functions [is] a semi-annu-
al newsletter… We encourage research-
ers and extension personnel to submit 
original research, summaries of previ-
ous research articles, bramble project 
reports, past and future variety releases, 
extension articles and other notes of 
interest to the newsletter. We also en-
courage growers to submit items which 
would be of interest to the organization’s 
membership.

In this newsletter, acting Execu-
tive Secretary and Editor Harry Swartz 
proposed to have a number of articles in 
the next issue, including Red Raspberry 
Research in Maine (John Harker); A V-
trellis for Thornless Blackberries (Harry 
Jan Swartz); Effects of Herbicides on 
newly Planted Brandywine (J Erf and RC 
Funt); Blackberry Ripening Character-
istics (Chris Walsh); and more. Later in 
1985, the first Executive Committee (now 
called Executive Council), was elected. 
Among its members were Dale Stokes, Ben 
Allnutt, and Chuck Geyer, and the first An-
nual Meeting was planned for January 31, 
1986 in Hershey, PA. The association was 
chartered and incorporated in 1987. t

Collectors items: The first two newsletters of the new North American Bramble Growers 
Association in 1985.Found in the NARBA files. 
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continued on page 17

Enhancing Blackberry Can-
opy Light Distribution with 
Reflective Groundcovers
By Tom Kon, NC State University
In most temperate fruit crops, inade-
quate light distribution can have nega-
tive effects on productivity, fruit quality, 
and flowering. Light distribution is pri-
marily managed in blackberry produc-
tion systems by pruning and training. 
Without adoption of narrow, planar 
pruning and training systems, blackberry 
canopies have a complex, disorganized 
architecture with poor light distribution 
in the lower canopy. Inherent vigor of 
blackberry, particularly in the southeast-
ern U.S., can result in excessive shading 
of the interior and basal canopy. Ad-
ditionally, shaded portions blackberry 
canopies can provide a microclimate 
conducive to insect infestation and 
pathogen development. 

In other Rosaceous cropping systems, 
use of reflective groundcovers can have 
profound impacts on vegetative growth, 
productivity, and fruit quality. Reflec-
tive groundcovers are not to be confused 
with plastics and organic materials that 
are frequently used as a weed barrier, 
or reflective films (mylar). Reflective 
groundcovers (Figure 1) are woven 
textiles composed of polymers that are 
designed to be durable (can withstand 
orchard traffic) and can be used across 
multiple seasons. These groundcovers 
reflect light from the orchard floor and 
enhance light distribution in the lower 

canopy. In addition to reflecting pho-
tosynthetically active radiation (PAR; 
400-700 nm), some of these groundcov-
ers reflect ultraviolet radiation (UV; 250-
400 nm). 

 To the best of our knowledge, cane-
berry research with reflective ground-
covers has been limited, unreported, 
and/or is proprietary. Research on red 
raspberry in New Brunswick, Canada 
demonstrated that season-long de-
ployment of a reflective groundcover 
(Extenday®) dramatically altered the 
canopy microclimate in Rubus produc-
tion systems. Additionally, use of reflec-
tive groundcovers increased marketable 
yield (48%) and fruit weight (11%) rela-
tive to an untreated control. Combining 
reflective groundcovers with rain shel-
ters increased the marketable yield of 
raspberries by 67%, suggesting potential 
utility in high tunnel production systems.

To our knowledge, reflective ground-
covers have not been formally evaluated 
in the southeastern U.S. on blackberry. To 
determine if this technology has merit in 
southeastern blackberry production, we 
conducted a preliminary assessment of 
reflective groundcovers (Extenday® Day-
Bright and Lumilys® WH-100) in flori-
cane and primocane production systems. 
Treatments effects on canopy microcli-
mate, fruit quality, 
yield, pest and dis-
ease incidence, and 
vegetative growth 
were determined. 

The reflective 
groundcovers 
evaluated 

had profound impacts on canopy 
microclimate (PAR and UV light, 
temperature, and relative humidity). 
Both reflective fabrics evaluated 
reflected similar levels of PAR, which 
was a 10-fold increase when compared 
to sod groundcover. Extenday® reflected 
the highest level of UV radiation of all 
treatments (>36 µmol·m-2·s-1), however, 
Lumilys® reflected significantly higher 
levels of UV (13 µmol·m-2·s-1) when 
compared to the sod groundcover 
(2 µmol·m-2·s-1). This increase of UV 
reflectance corresponded with an 
increase in canopy temperature with 
Extenday®. Maximum daily canopy 
temperatures were increased by as much 
as 6°C. While increased UV light has been 
associated with the incidence of white 
drupelet disorder, we did not observe 
incidence of this disorder in either trial.

On one of the three dates SWD data 
was collected, there was reduced SWD 
infestation in Extenday plots relative to 
the control plots. This occurred when 
SWD infestation levels were relatively 
low. However, by the third date at peak 
harvest, SWD infestation was severe (~7 
larvae per berry) and there were no dif-
ferences between treatments. Gray mold 
incidence was not influenced by treat-
ment. 

 R E S E A R C H  R E P O RT

This project was funded by a grant from 
the North American Bramble Growers 
Research Foundation in 2021. This is 
an edited version of the report sent to 
the NABG Research Foundation. Find 
the full report and others for NABGRF-
funded research in the “Research 
Foundation” section of www.raspberry-
blackberry.com (it is a drop-down under 
the “About” tab). 
The Foundation’s funds come from 
nursery contributions, individual and 
industry donations, and a percentage of 
NARBA member dues.  Projects funded 
for 2022 are listed on page 3.

Figure 1. Reflective groundcover deployed in Prime-Ark® Traveler blackberry. The 
groundcover is partially suspended and attached to trellis posts using a proprietary 
mounting system. 

Table 1. Effect of reflective groundcovers on vegetative 
growth of Osage. 

Treatment Lateral 
branch #

Lateral branch 
length (cm)

Total Linear 
Surface (cm)

Total leaf 
area (cm)

Control 5.9 254 515 15,520

Extenday® 9.9 539 830 29,325
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Liphatech.com/Rozol50Liphatech.com/Rozol50

Decades of  killer hits like...
• Rozol Ground Squirrel Bait*
• Rozol Burrow Builder*
• Rozol Pocket Gopher Bait
• Rozol Vole Bait*
• Rozol Pellets

Our fanbase uses Rozol for rodent 
challenges because we’ve been 
listening and collaborating with them for 
50 years. We help clean up farms and 
ranches with the most knowledgeable 
agricultural rodent control team in the 
industry and a catalogue of products 
that are as forward-thinking today as 
when they fi rst hit the scene.

Hard-hitting classics endure when
you get it right the fi rst time.

Rozol
Rockin’
Rebate

*These products are Restricted Use Pesticides
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In general, most yield and fruit 
quality parameters were unaffected by 
groundcover treatment in the first year 
of treatment. However, vegetative growth 
of primocanes was increased by Exten-
day®. Specifically, Extenday® increased 
lateral branch number (40%), total 
lateral branch length (53%), and linear 
bearing surface (38%) of floricane-

Enhancing Blackberry Can-
opy Light Distribution with 
Reflective Groundcovers
continued from page 15

fruiting blackberry. Since lateral branch 
development of primocanes is related to 
bearing capacity and yield in the subse-
quent year, this response is particularly 
intriguing. This increase in productive 
bearing surface may influence yield 
parameters in 2022. We plan to repeat 
this study in 2022 using the same plots 
to determine cumulative effects from 
this treatment, if present. Optimizing use 
patterns and timing of deployment will 
need to be developed if this technology 
continues to show promise in blackberry 
production systems. 

Acknowledgements
This project was funded by the North 
American Bramble Growers Research 
Foundation, Inc. This was a multidisci-
plinary project led by a team of research 
and extension professionals at Clemson 
University and NC State University (see 
full report for a list of all investigators). 
Special thanks to our grower collabo-
rator, Dalton Rhodes, and Clemson’s 
Musser Farm for hosting and supporting 
this research. t

Eno River Farm
For most berry growers, getting started 
is a process of starting small and gradu-
ally adding facilities, equipment, and 
acreage. Not so for farm manager Nick 
Sagan of Eno River Farm in Hillsborough, 
North Carolina. 

Eno River Farm was started a few 
years ago as a farm market project for 
his nephew backed by successful gene 
therapy scientist Jude Samulski, a profes-
sor at the University of North Carolina. 
(According to Wikipedia, the technique 
Samulski developed has been used in 
gene therapy clinical trials for cystic 
fibrosis, Duchenne muscular dystrophy, 
hemophilia, and Parkinson’s disease, 
and is the foundation for gene therapy 
research and development in the biosci-
ence industry and academic institution 
like UNC.) However, the nephew’s as-
sociation with the farm ended last year, 
and the farm now has three managers: 
a retail manager, a greenhouse manager, 
and Nick as farm manager, coming on in 
October 2021. Nick’s background was 
in ornamental horticulture and hemp 
production for CBD oil and he had no ex-
perience with berries, but he relished the 
challenge of raising fruit and vegetable 
crops and the complexity that the farm 
offered. 

Eno River Farm has a great location, 
able to draw higher income customers 
from nearby Hillsborough. Durham, and 
Chapel Hill. The farm has been outfitted 
with state-of-the-art facilities, includ-
ing a spacious retail market with a large 

retail greenhouse and a large paved and 
landscaped parking area, numerous high 
tunnels for blackberries and strawber-
ries, and a separate production green-
house for bedding plants, flowers and 
other ornamentals. Now, the managers 
and owner are taking a closer look at the 
farm’s finances and profitability and will 
be working hard to make it a self-sus-
taining operation.

The farm currently has one acre of 
blackberries under Haygrove tunnels – 
three tunnels in Ouachita and three in 
PrimeArk 45, half of 
them pruned back for 
a primocane crop and 
the rest being grown 
for their early floricane 
crop. There are 3 acres 
of blueberries and 8 
acres of plasticulture 
strawberries for both 
pre-pick and PYO. 
They are raising cut 

flowers and vegetables as well. Their 
goal is to sell as much of their produce 
and flowers direct to consumers at the 
market as possible, but they wholesale 
some of their crops locally as needed. 
The farm also makes and sells ice cream 
and holds occasional public events. Nick 
has six full-time field staff, and four H2A 
workers coming soon and staying until 
the beginning of November. 

Even before he formally joined the 
farm, Nick attended a North Carolina 

M E M B E R   S N A P S H O T

The entrance to Eno River Farm’s retail market.

Eno River has Ouachita 
and Prime-Ark 45 
blackberries, which are 
now in their third year.

continued on page 19
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For All Types of Narrow Row Berries

IMPLEMENTS

13477 Benson Ave. • Chino, CA 91710 • Ph:  909/548-4848
www.gearmore.com

Th ese sprayers were designed with unique distribution heads 
for berries. Th e narrow width allows for operating in 
the tight row spacings. Th e hoop house model has a 
cannon which sprays the “pole row”. Both distribu-
tion heads have 6 double nozzles for spraying two 
half rows. Compact, rounded tank design permits 
traveling through vegetation without damaging it

Model No: Gallon Width H.P. Req'd Wt.
P42N1-300-G 75 Gal. 38" 18 H.P. 400#

 Venturi Air Sprayer  Soil Conditioner

 Flail Shredder  Tandem Disc

 Air Blast Sprayer  Rotary Tiller

 Engine Air Sprayer  V-Rippers

Th is 3-In-1 Soil Conditioner combines 
heavy-duty “S” spring tines with 
reversible points to break the soil. Th e 
spike tooth bar follows to level the soil 
and breaks up clods. Th en the aggressive 
fl exible rolling crumbler completes the work 
by creating a fi ne level surface. Th e 72" soil 
conditioner is shown.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Working Width
GSC4 25 H.P. 48" 48"

Th is Flail Mower/Shredder is narrow 
yet features a 70 HP rated gearbox. 
Th e low profi le design is a great aid 
for working in tight areas. Excellent for 
mowing grasses or brush up to 2" in 
diameter. Shredder is available with hammer 
knives or double Y blades. Rake teeth are an option.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Shredding  Width
SFG95 20 H.P. 43" 38"

Th is Tandem Disc is excellent for 
knocking down weeds, leveling, and 
mixing in residue. Th e 22" notched 
front blades aid in cutting through hard 
soils, while the rear smooth blades give a 
smooth fi nish. Th e heavy disc weight of 1200 lbs. 
allows for cutting through highly compacted soil.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Working  Width
GV-5R 45 H.P. 48" 32" to 44"

Th is Air Blast Sprayer is ideal for 
economy spraying. Th e sprayer features a 
reinforced polyethylene tank with smooth 
lines that is gentle to the plants. Th e tank is 
suspended from a heavy duty tubular steel 
frame to isolate from vibration and stress. 
Th e gearbox has neutral position which shuts off  
the fan during handgun or boom work.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Capacity
APL400 30 H.P. 43" 100 Gallon

Th is Rotary Tiller is heavier built than 
the compact tiller and is narrower 
in width. Some of the features are 
slip clutch, all gear fi nal drive, 6 tines 
per rotor plate, and heavy A.S.A.E. quick 
hitch 3-point hitch. Designed for tractors up to a 
maximum of 50 PTO H.P.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Tilling  Width
C85 20 H.P. 38" 34"

Th e Gearmore compact, self-contained, engine 
driven, Air Blast Sprayer was designed for very 
narrow rows and muddy conditions which 
allow for operating with an ATV or sub-
compact tractor. Spray nozzles adjust easily 
and can be individually shut off . Controls allow 
for turning off  one side. You can shut off  the spray and disengage the fan for 
handgun spraying. Th is sprayer is popular for berries, vineyards, nurseries, 
hemp, and other narrow row crops.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Overall Length
ATVM400 15 H.P. 37" 85"

Th ese V-Rippers come in narrow widths 
for berries and vineyards. Th e "V" design 
main beam and curved shanks reduce 
horsepower requirements. Th e deep ripping 
obtains excellent soil aeration, which allows 
greater water penetration and absorption. Also 
increases root growth and penetration. All this adds up to better 
crops and higher profi ts.

Model Min. H.P. Overall Width Ripping  Width
R3-50 50 H.P. 50" 16"
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by growers, for growers
Born of the berry growing industry over 25 years ago, 
Haygrove now supply growing systems to the best growers 
of over 30 crops in more than 50 countries around the world.

As commercial growers ourselves, we understand the 
complex challenges presented by climate, geography, crop 
sensitivities, labor resourcing, market demands and the 
ongoing development of technology that will reshape our 
industry.

Why choose a Haygrove Pioneer tunnel?
Haygrove Pioneer tunnels are suited to the field scale 
production of crops such as strawberries, raspberries, 
blackberries, blueberries and more. Haygrove Pioneer 
tunnels have a large air volume to help create a balanced 
climate for optimal growing conditions. Increasing the air 
volume helps to stabilize the internal environment of the 
tunnel and reduces humidity, giving the potential for higher 
yields and consistently better-quality fruit throughout the 
season.

www.haygrove.com

Inc Ad 2.indd   1 30/11/2020   15:22:51

Eno River Farm
Continued from page 17

Warm Weather is   
T-shirt Time!
Order some now and show off some ber-
ries. $20 for S, M, L, and XL and $25 for 
XXL, shipping included. The shirt is all 
cotton, and a nice light grey; the picture 
doesn’t do it justice. Order online at 
www.raspberryblackberry.com/order-
ing-narba-t-shirts/ or call the NARBA 
office.
 

Field Day at Lewis Farm in Rocky Mount, 
NC in September. Since then, he has been 
reaching out to people who have expe-
rience and expertise to share, many of 
whom he met there, and staying in touch 
with them. Many of those he mentioned 
are NARBA members: NCSU extension 
specialist Gina Fernandez, Cal Lewis of 
Lewis Farms, and Matt Wilson of Ritter 
Farms in Arkansas – like Nick, a farm 
manager. He’s been grateful for their in-
formation and willingness to share. As a 
new member of NARBA, he will find this 
to common among its members and one 
of its strengths. Coming in with a strong 
skill set in horticulture and business, 
he knows there may be a pretty steep 
and pressureful learning curve once the 
growing season kicks into high gear. t 

Learn more at www.enoriverfarms.
com. Nick Sagan can be reached at 
nsagan@enoriverfarms.com. 

Nick Sagan with an Eno River ice cream 
cone. They have excellent ice cream; he 
says it’s easy to get addicted to it.
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DuraLine Monofil
Trellising Just Got Easier 
DuraLine Monofil is a support line for berries, vines and flowering plants. 
Made from the high quality, UV protected polyamides to deliver decades of  
maintenance free performance.  

2.5mm 517 lb. break strength  6,500 ft spool / 24 lbs.  

3.0mm 787 lb. break strength   4,500 ft spool / 24 lbs. 

4.0mm 1,304 lb. break strength 2,600 ft spool / 24 lbs. 

Call or Email to Order Today!  
877-625-6100 ● info@agliner.com  

agliner.com  

• Affordable 

• Lightweight  & Easy to install 

• Lightning proof 

• Will not lose tension  

• Resistant to farm chemicals  

• Will not transfer heat or cold to plants 

• All diameters now available on 1,000 ft spools; pricing as low as $35/each! 

We now carry harvest containers, lugs, trays & buckets! 
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learn more at MarroneBio.com

MANAGE ANTHRACNOSE, BOTRYTIS, POWDERY MILDEW & HEAT STRESS

Provides broad spectrum control on challenging
diseases such as Botrytis & Anthracnose

Improves plant health & fights disease such as
powdery mildew

Reflects UV rays & increases transpiration to
prevent sunburn

PAA with industry-leading stability that suppresses, 
eliminates & controls fungi & bacterial disease

* **

*Except for Haven. **Except for Jet-Ag.
  All Products Are Tank Mix Friendly – Always Read & Follow Label Instructions

FIGHT WITH
BIOLOGICAL BITE

New Leadership at  
Nourse Farms 
As of January 1, 2022, Tim Nourse, 
founder and President of Nourse Farms, 
has transitioned from overall leadership 
of to Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Day-to-day operational oversight is in 
the hands of John Place,who is now CEO. 

Nourse Farms is a long-time mem-
ber and supporter of NARBA. Tim was 
instrumental in setting up the Nursery 
Contribution program that supports the 
NABG Research Foundation, and Nourse 
Farms continues to be its biggest con-
tributor. Nourse Farms was also a Host 
Sponsor of NARBA’s recent conference.

Under Tim’s leadership Nourse 
Farms has grown to be a leader in berry 
plant propagation in North America 
and now produces more than 30 mil-
lion strawberry plants in addition to 6 
million raspberry, blueberry, blackberry, 
currant, gooseberry, elderberry, aspara-
gus, rhubarb, and horseradish plants 
each year.

Tim Nourse is recognized as a 
pioneer in tissue culture propagation, 

having built the 
first lab at Nourse 
Farms over 40 
years ago. Es-
tablishing this 
capability in the 
1980s was a key 
to growth and 
innovation for 
customers around 
the world. 

Before joining 
Nourse Farms as 
Chief Operating 
Officer in 2019, 
John Place built 
his career in 
Pennsylvania at Keepsake Farm. He also 
holds a degree in Agriculture and Animal 
Science from the University of Delaware. 

“I have been looking for the right 
leader to take the reins at Nourse Farms 
for quite a while. John is the right guy, 
and he has proven himself in the time he 
has been here,” said Tim Nourse. “I have 
full confidence the farm will continue 
to prosper under John’s leadership and 
service our customers at the outstanding 

level they expect from us.”
Says incoming CEO John Place, 

“Nourse Farms is constantly innovat-
ing to meet the ever-changing needs of 
our customers to produce fruit from our 
plants. I am excited and honored to be 
able to lead Nourse Farms through the 
next chapter of the company.” t

Nourse Farm is located at 41 River 
Road, Whately, MA 01093, and can be 
found online at www.noursefarms.com/.

 

Tim Nourse and John Place. Photo courtesy Nourse Farms. 
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Wholesale Blackberry Plants
More than 20 varieties

www.berriesunlimited.com
807 cedar lane, Prairie grove, AR 72753

call us at (479)846-6030
berriesunlimitedusa@gmail.com

Wholesale honeyberry Plants
More than 30 varieties
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NARBA Conference Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of the Photo Contest conducted as part of NARBA’s 
2022 Conference! The photo at top left was selected as the staff favorite. All the oth-
ers were the top vote getters in the online polling via the Whova app. The winners 
(we can’t confirm if they are also the photographers) are:

Top left: Jose Gomez, California  
Middle, left: Darren Sinn, Oregon  
Middle, right: Krzysztof Sak, Poland
Bottom left: Josh Beam, North Carolina
Bottom right: Sarah Wool, California
These photos, and others submitted as part of the contest, will become valuable 

resources that NARBA can use in its social media and on  its website.
Conference Leaderboard Contest Winners  
Congratulations also to the winners of the Whova leaderboard contest, which 
rewarded those who were most active in the community section of the virtual 

conference. They are Kujtim Lepaja, 
Rene Gelder, Rich Keen, and Krista 
Robertson.





NARBA 2022 Officers and 
Executive Council 
President - Tom O’Brien, OBrien Family 
Farms, 97 Bailey Road, Coats, NC 27521, 
505-350-2121, obrientp@aol.com
Vice President - Amanda McWhirt, 
University of Arkansas, 2301 S. Universit, 
Little Rock, AR 72204, 501-671-2229, 
amcwhirt@uada.edu 
Treasurer - Ben Butler, Butler’s 
Orchard, 22222 Davis Mill Rd., German-
town, MD 20876, 301-943-0721, Ben@
Butlersorchard.com
Executive Director - Darcy Kochis, PO 
Box 56587, Portland, OR 97238. 503-
208-5589, info@raspberryblackberry.
com
Regional Representatives:
Region 1 (represents Canada, Europe) 
David Mutz, Berryhaven Farm, 320 Mt. 
Lehman Rd., Abbotsford, BC V4X 2L4, 
Canada, 604-308-6871, david@berry-
havenfarm.ca
Region 2 (represents CT, NH, NY, MA, 
ME, RI, VT) Courtney Weber, NYSAES, 
630 W North St., Geneva, NY 14456, 315-
787-2395, caw34@cornell.edu
Region 3 (represents DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA, 
VA, WV) Ben Butler, Butler’s Orchard, 
22222 Davis Mill Rd., Germantown, 

MD 20876, 301-943-0721, Ben@
Butlersorchard.com
Region 4 (represents IN, KY, MI, OH, 
WI) Monica Schafer, Schafer Raspber-
ries, 1691 Osprey Ave, Williamston, MI 
48895, 517-655-4024, Schafermonica@
yahoo.com
Region 5 (represents AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, 
NC, SC, TN) Tom O’Brien, OBrien Family 
Farms, 97 Bailey Road, Coats, NC 27521, 
505-350-2121, obrientp@aol.com
Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IL, KS, MO, 
MN, ND, NE, OK) Amanda McWhirt, 
University of Arkansas, 2301 S. Universit, 
Little Rock, AR 72204, 501-671-2229, 
amcwhirt@uada.edu 
Region 7 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, 
ID, HA, MT, NM, OR, TX, UT, WA, WY) 
Darren Sinn, ORBC, 9822 Saratoga Dr 
NE, Silverton, OR 97381, 503-949-1068, 
darren.sinn@berryfresh.com
Region 8 (represents Mexico, & Central/
South America) Juan Pablo Molina Ba-
ranzini,  Reiter Affiliated Companies, Av. 
Vicente Guerrero 760, Jocotepec, Jalisco, 
Mexico 45800, +5213311631143, juan.
molina@berry.net
At Large: 
Karen Blaedow, NCSU Extension, 100 
Jackson Park Rd., Hendersonville, NC 
28792, 828-222-3695, karen_blaedow@
ncsu.edu

Ken Hopps, Sun Belle, 3810 Rose Street, 
Schiller Park, IL 60176, 312-259-0220, 
khopps@sun-belle.com
Pierson Geyer, Agriberry Farm, 6289 
River Rd, Hanover, VA 23069, 804-514-
5955, pierson.geyer@gmail.com
Whitney Phillips, Phyllatech, P.O. Box 
729, Farmville, NC 27828, 252-228-
8248, whitney.phillips@phyllatech.com
Past President: 
Jim Jedele, Berry Hill Farm, 12835 N. 
Territorial Rd., Dexter, MI 48130, 734-
475-1516, jljedele@yahoo.com

North American Bramble Growers  
Research Foundation
The NARBA Executive Council serve as 
the Trustees of the Research Foundation.
Research Committee Co-Chairs: 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research 
 Drive, Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-
3562, Jeff_Chandler@ncsu.edu 
Patrick Byers, University of Missouri 
Extension, 2400 S Scenic Ave, Springfield, 
MO, 65807, 417-881-8909, byerspl@
missouri.edu 

NARBA office:
Box 56587, Portland, OR 97238. 503-
208-5589, info@raspberryblackberry.
com

North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA)
197 Spring Creek Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA

Working together to promote 
the production and marketing 
of raspberries and blackberries.
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