
What are NC Commodity Assessment programs?
These are programs authorized by state legislation (Ar-
ticle 50. Promotion of Use and Sale of Agricultural Prod-
ucts) and created by a referendum of growers. Commod-
ity associations use them to raise funds for research, pro-
motion, and other purposes. Currently 17 associations 
representing fruits, vegetables, row crops, and livestock 
have assessments. NCDA receives the assessment remit-
tances and keeps records on them, then turns the funds 
over to the association annually.

What would be the benefits of an assessment?
• Funds can be used for production research, promo-

tion, or other activities that support blackberries. 
Blackberries currently receive very little support.

• An assessment provides a reliable income stream to 
the association for the benefit of the blackberry indus-
try and improves the long-term planning, activities, 
and function of the association.

• Having funds to distribute helps give the association 
“a seat at the table” with NCSU, NCDA, and the state 
legislature.

• All growers would contribute, and would have a stake 
in how funds are used.

How would the program be structured? What would 
the cost be to growers? 
These important questions are now open for discussion. 
Different commodities do this many different ways – by 
pounds sold, plants in the ground, acres planted, etc. 
Here is one proposal for blackberries:
• All producers selling at least 10,000 lbs. of blackber-

ries/year, whether fresh or frozen, wholesale or direct 
market would be assessed. 

• The assessment would be on the amount sold, mea-
sured by the pound (or flat equivalent)

• The amount of the assessment would be .005 (a half-
cent) per pound ($.0225 per 4.5/lb flat). This is half 
the rate proposed a few years ago for a USDA Re-
search & Promotion program for blackberries.

• The assessment would be collected by first handlers 
(marketers/shippers) and remitted to NCDA. Grow-
ers who sold directly to the public or did not have a 
participating first handler would be responsible for 
remitting the assessment themselves. 
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• There would be penalties for failure to remit assess-

ments; however, growers could send a letter of expla-
nation and request for the return of their assessment 
or removal of penalties. 

What will it cost an individual grower? How much 
would the program raise?
Here are some examples: A small grower producing 
10,000 lbs of blackberries would contribute $50. A 
grower producing 60,000 lbs would contribute $300. One 
selling 50,000 flats/year would contribute $1125. 

USDA Market News reports that 2,975,520 lbs of NC 
blackerries were shipped in 2018, which would generate 
$14,878 in assessments at the $.005 rate. As many 
blackberries do not move through these commercial 
channels, the assessment can be expected to raise a 
good bit more and will grow as NC production increases.  
A higher assessment rate would raise more funds.

How would blackberries set up an assessment program? 
The Association will need to develop a proposal of how 
the program would work and then apply to the NC Board 
of Agriculture. The Association will need to be able 
to demonstrate that it truly represents NC blackberry 
growers in its membership and Board of Directors. 
If the application is approved, the proposal must be 
published for at least 30 days before a referendum of all 
growers is held. Referendums are typically held with the 
assistance of NCDA, and may be in person, by mail (and 
perhaps electronically). The costs of the referendum (e.g. 
printing, postage) are borne by the association.

 If the program is approved by at least two-thirds of 
growers, the Association then works with NCDA to set up 
the collection process. NCDA collects the assessments 
and then remits them back to the association. The 
program must be renewed by referendum every few 
years (generally 3-6).

For more information or to share your thoughts on the 
proposal: 
Contact Ethan Lineberger, President of the NC 
Commercial Blackberry & Raspberry Growers 
Association, at ethanmileslineberger@gmail.com or 704-
530-9844.
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