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article about our counterpart organization 
in Australia on page 15, as one example.

NARBA was a sponsor of the event, 
and as the national (or technically, conti-
nent-wide) association for caneberries and 

an NC-based organization, we were also a 
major local host, joining the NC Depart-
ment of Agriculture & Consumer Services 
and NC State University in welcoming 

Snapshots from the 
International Rubus & 
Ribes Symposium
By Debby Wechsler, NARBA Executive 
Secretary

The Eleventh International Rubus & Ribes 
Symposium of the International Society 
for Horticultural Science, which took 
place in June in North Carolina, was an 
exciting event, the first time it had been 
held in the United States for 35 years. 
There were over180 attendees from 26 
different countries: Australia, Finland, 
Scotland, Ukraine, Italy, Chile – and many 
NARBA research members and others in 
the North American caneberry research 
community were both attending and 
speaking. The conference featured tours, 
50 oral presentations and more than 90 
posters. The topics ranged from surveys 
of research activities in different areas 
to highly scientific and specific topics in 
physiology and genetics. (Find a few ab-
stracts on pages 12-13 of this newsletter.) 
They included gooseberries and currants 
as well, the Ribes part of the Symposium. 
A key function of the Symposium was net-
working, and many of these scientists will 
be collaborating and exchanging informa-
tion into the future. I also found it an im-
portant networking opportunity – see the 

Mitchem’s Farm in Vale, NC was the first farm visited on the Rubus & Ribes Symposium 
tours, so Wayne Mitchem fielded lots of questions on basic management for blackberries. 
He and his brother, Carroll, raise16 acres of blackberries (Navaho, Ouachita).  The cut-
tings on the table highlight an on-farm research project on the effect of spring bud loss 
– buds had been removed to mimic the effect of spring frosts and then were being tracked 
through harvest to determine yields and ripening times. Lead conference organizer Gina 
Fernandez, NCSU caneberry specialist and breeder, is to Wayne’s left in the picture.

At the Piedmont Research Station in Salisbury, NCm the Symposium tour saw research in breeding, SWD, and more. Releases from the 
NC breeding program include Von blackberry and Nantahala red raspberry. At right, participants view a project on N-S or E-W orien-
tation of rotating cross-arm trellises exploring differences in yield, fruit quality, incidence of white drupelet, etc. 
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Make Plans for Our 
March 2-4, 2016 
Conference! 
Agriberry, shown at right, is 
the farm of the Geyer family 
and will be a highlight of the 
conference tour on March 2. 
Other stops will include berry 
research at Virginia State Uni-
versity and Hardywood Brew-
ery, which uses Agriberry’s 
berries in its brews.

More information will be 
posted on our website very 
shortly so you can begin to 
make your reservations and travel plans for Williamsburg, VA.  Registraton materials 
will be online late this fall and in the December newsletter. 

blackberry/raspberry sessions for this con-
ference. They are held on Thursday (Jan 7) 
and Friday (Jan 8). It features many other 
tracks of sessions and a large trade show. 
Details at www.seregionalconference.com. 
Be sure to make your hotel reservations 
early; the host hotels fill up quickly.

March 2-4, 2016 – North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference, at 
the Colonial Williamsburg Lodge in Wil-
liamsburg, VA. NARBA’s annual confer-

The BRAMBLE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), 
formerly the North American Bramble 
Growers Association (NABGA), and is a 
benefit of membership in the association. 
For membership information, a sample 
copy, reprint permision, and advertising 
rates, contact 

NARBA
197 Spring Creek Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA
Phone: 919-542-4037
Fax: 866-511-6660 (toll-free)
E-mail: info@raspberryblackberry.com
Web: www.raspberryblackberry.com
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Briefly Speaking...
“There’s always next year.” How many times have you said that to yourself at the end of 
a season? Or worse, in the middle of a season. 

We all hope for perfect weather and strong market demand. But these are in large part 
out of our hands. So next year might bring stronger demand and more favorable weather, 
but it is just as likely that things could be even more challenging. So what sets the suc-
cessful growers apart?

I believe it is their ability to not just learn from their mistakes, but to build on their suc-
cesses. And that requires a strong connection to the grower community on a local, state, 
and national level. The information we share with each other is not going to be found out 
in the field on a tractor. We are going to find the solutions to our problems in the many 
meetings and conferences that are scheduled all over the country in the off-season. This 
is where the researchers, innovators, and our fellow farmers gather to help each other 
become more successful, more efficient, and more productive. I always leave a grower 
meeting with a renewed sense of optimism for the future – with a plan for the future. I 
share my failures and successes with the people that can really understand – my fellow 
farmers. And they in turn share theirs with me.

So I hope to see many of you at some of the meetings this year. And I hope to hear about 
your successes and challenges. 

Here’s to next year!

Julie Schedeen
Schedeen’s Farm, Boring, OR
NARBA Region 8 Regional Representative

E V E N T S
October 12-15, 2015 – Berry Health 
Benefits Symposium, in Madison, WI. 
The symposium, which has been held bi-
ennially since 2005, features cutting edge 
findings in many areas including breast 
and colon cancer, leukemia, diabetes, gut 
health, metabolism, brain aging, heart 
health, and more. It offers two days of 
research presentations and a special one-
day event, “The Berry Sessions” for non-
scientists, and will include a tour of the 
cranberry-growing region of Wisconsin. 
For more information and to register, visit 
http://berryhealth.org/

December 2-4 – NW Berry Conference, 
Lynden, WA. Learn more about the con-
ference and trade show at http://whatcom.
wsu.edu/ag/edu/sfc/

January 7-10, 2016 – Southeast Re-
gional Fruit & Vegetable Conference, 
in Savannah, GA. NARBA organizes the 

ence, with tour on March 2, educational 
sessions and trade show on March 3-4. 
Watch for more information coming soon.

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com for 
our most complete and up-to-date list 
of events. Contact the NARBA office to 
list meetings, workshops, conferences, or 
other events of interest to our members or 
the caneberry-loving public both here and 
on our website. 
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Autumn 
Caneberry 
Chores

This list was developed by Dr. Gina Fer-
nandez, Small Fruit Specialist at NC State 
University, and reviewed and revised with 
the assistance of Dr. Marvin Pritts at Cor-
nell. Chores and timing may be somewhat 
different in your area or for your crop-
ping system. For recommendations for the 
Pacific Northwest, subscribe to the Small 
Fruit Update (email smallfruitupdate@
peerbolt.com).

Plant growth and development

q Primocanes continue to grow but slow 
down.

q Flower buds start to form in leaf axils 
on summer-fruiting types.

q Carbohydrates and nutrients in canes 
begin to move into the roots.

q	Primocane fruiting types begin to 
flower in late summer/early fall and 
fruit matures until frost in fall.

q	Primocane leaves senesce late fall.
Harvest

q	Harvest primocane fruiting raspberries.
q	Harvest primocane fruiting blackber-

ries.
Pruning, trellising, tunnels

q Remove spent floricanes as soon as 
possible.

q While optimal time to prune is after 
the coldest part of the winter is over, 
pruning can start in late fall if plant-
ings are large (late winter for smaller 
plantings). 

q Start trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated.

q Remove coverings on three-season 
high tunnels.

Weed management

q Many spring and summer weed prob-
lems can be best managed with fall- 
and winter-applied preemergent herbi-
cides. Determine what weeds have been 
or could be a problem in your area. 
Check with your state’s agricultural 
chemical manual and local extension 
agent for the best labeled chemicals to 
control these weeds. 

Insect and disease scouting

q Continue scouting for insects and 

diseases and treat with pesticides if 
necessary (follow recommendations 
for your state). 

q If harvesting, maintain SWD spray 
schedule.

q Remove damaged canes from field as 
soon as possible to lessen the impact 
of pests. 

Planting

q Growers in southern areas can plant in 
the fall.

q In cooler areas, prepare list of  culti-
vars for next spring’s new plantings 
and plan your order. Find a commer-
cial small fruit nursery list at www.
fruit.cornell.edu/berry/nurseries/

Nutrient management

q Take soil tests to determine fertility 
needs for new spring plantings. 

q Non-nitrogenous fertilizers are best 
applied in the fall to established plant-
ings. 

q If soil is bare, plant an overwintering 
cover crop (e.g. rye) to build organic 
matter and slow soil erosion.

Marketing and miscellaneous

q Order containers for next season.
q Make contacts for selling fruit next 

season.
q Plan on attending state/regional grow-

er meetings and the North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
in Williamsburg, Virginia, March 2-4, 
2016.  

 

Jones Family Farms

Micropropagated
Certified/Virus-Indexed

Blackberry Plants
The berry best plants you can get!

Greenhouse Grown Only!!!
 Jones Family Farms       Barbara 252-399-9844
 7094 Honeysuckle lane      Home 252-235-3248
 Bailey, NC 27807  Fax 252-235-0155

Email: sales@jonesfarmsnc.com
Web Site: www.jonesfarmsnc.com

 

NARBA Executive 
Council Changes
Scott Norman of Naturipe Farms has 
joined the NARBA Executive Council 
(EC) as an At-Large member, replacing 
Ken Hopps, who was elected in Febru-
ary 2015 but then left the berry industry 
for another job and resigned from the EC. 
This appointment maintains the board’s in-
tention of filling this at-large position with 
a marketer/shipper member.

Scott has 
worked more 
than 25 years 
in the fruit 
and vegetable 
industry. For 
the past five 
years, he has 
been Direc-
tor of Product 
Management 
for Blackber-
ries and Raspberries for Naturipe Farms, 
a grower-owned company. Says Scott, “I 
work to coordinate with each of our grow-
ing regions (the Southeast, California, and 
imports from Mexico and Guatemala). I 
am the liaison between our grower part-
ners and our sales and marketing team – 
my job is to maximize grower return and 
at the same time make sure we have the 
right amount of berries for the company in 
each growing window. 

“I am glad to be a member of NARBA, 
and I’ve attended most of the NARBA 
conferences since I joined Naturipe. I can 
offer, fair, honest, and non-biased opinion 
and perspective as a member of the board. 
Ultimately I would like to be part of the 
team that helps to get the word out to the 
public about our berries. Raspberries and 
blackberries are not promoted anywhere 
near as much as strawberries and blue-
berries, and the public is just not well 
informed about their benefits.”

A big welcome to Scott; we look 
forward to having him on the EC. (Find 
contact information of all EC members on 
the back page of each newsletter.) 

We’d also like to note that although his 
predecessor Ken Hopps left the industry, 
he’s since returned to his position at Sun 
Belle, so we look forward to his continued 
involvement in NARBA activities and the 
caneberry world. t
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attendees in the opening session. I also 
helped out by accompanying lead orga-
nizer Gina Fernandez on a dry run of the 
tours, helping get sponsors and food dona-
tions, and organizing and hosting a hospi-
tality room for three nights – an innovation 
for these symposia which turned out to be 
very popular for socializing (and watching 
Women’s World Cup soccer). 

Many attendees of the conference had 
never seen commercial blackberry pro-
duction, but they had ample opportunity 
to both see and sample during the three 
days of the preconference tour and a mid-
conference afternoon tour. Indeed, one of 
the main reasons for having the confer-
ence in North Carolina was to showcase 
the growth in the Southeastern blackberry 
industry. Dr. Fernandez noted in her open-
ing remarks, that in 2000, there were 100 
acres of blackberries in North Carolina. In 
2004, grower/shipper Sunnyridge Farms 

(now Dole Berries), approached long-time 
North Carolina blackberry grower Ervin 
Lineberger about growing for Sunnyridge, 
and began seeking additional growers in 
western North Carolina, Georgia, and 
South Carolina. By 2006 there were multi-
ple growers, with 600 acres in production. 
Now, there are approximately 1200 acres 
in the Southeast, from the coastal plains to 
the mountains, with five or six major mar-
keters vying for contracts. 

The acreage in blackberries of the 
seven farms visited ranged from 3 to 100, 
and all but pioneer Ervin Lineberger had 
been raising them less than 10 years. All 
but one were NARBA members. The Sym-
posium’s international visitors were clearly 
impressed – with the scale of blackberry 
production, with the flavor of the berries, 
and with the dedication, welcome, and 
openness of the growers they visited.

A number of NARBA members were 
also sponsors of the conference. These 
included Ekland Marketing Company, 
Nourse Farms, Naturipe Farms, Dole 
Berry Company, Driscoll’s, Sun Belle, 
Washington Red Raspberry Commission, 
Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry Commis-
sion, Giumarra/Trellis Growing Systems, 
Meiosis, Northwest Plant Company, and 
Lewis Nursery and Farms. 

Members also donated food. The Or-
egon and Washington Berry Commissions 
shipped lots of frozen berries for confer-
ence meals and breaks. Ervin Lineberger 
donated flats of fresh-picked blackberries. 
James Cooley at Strawberry Hill USA/ 
Carolina’s Best Blackberries provided 

At Bush-N-Vine Farm in York, SC, Bob Hall is one of very few growers with tunnel rasp-
berries. He also raises his primocane-fruiting blackberries under high tunnels, hoping 
to extend production further into the fall. To help counter the summer heat, he relies on 
“poor-man’s shade cloth” – old row covers stretched over the plastic. While most of the 
farms in the region sell wholesale, Bob concentrates on direct retail sales to consumers.

Ripening Ouachitas at Knob Creek Acres 
in Lawndale, NC, NARBA member Jeff 
Crotts and his son Josh raise more than 
100 total acres of blackberries, 20 in 
Ouachita, 20 in Navaho, 8 in Osage, and 
60 in Prime-Ark 45. 

International Rubus 
& Ribes Symposium
Continued from  page 18

Frozen blackberries and raspberries 
provided by the Oregon Raspberry & 
Blackberry Commission and Washington 
Red Raspberry Commission were used in 
smoothie “shooters” served during breaks.
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dinner at his farm for the pre-conference 
tour, plus several bushels of peaches, and 
Jim and blackberry nursery Jones Farms 
provided sweet potatoes – their other crop. 
Several member farms provided preserves, 
and wine. We were able to get donations of 
locally made juice, beer, wine, beer, cider, 
crackers, cheese to feature in the hospital-
ity room – and Steve McKay of Micosta in 
Hudson, New York held up the Ribes side 
of food products with currant concentrates 
for drinks and chocolate covered currants.

We appreciate all these companies and 
individuals stepping up to help make the 
meeting a success. (Apologies to anyone 
not mentioned on this not-very-thorough 
list.)

Dr. Fernandez reports that they are 
still preparing the official technical report 
(Acta Hort Proceedings), which will be 
published late in 2015. And she notes 
some of the comments from the partici-
pants: 

“Best Rubus Ribes meeting ever” 
“I learned something from every pre-

sentation” and 
“This puts North Carolina on the 

map.” t
The next International Rubus & Ribes 

Symposium will be in 2019 in Germany 
and Switzerland. 

Fruit of the Spirit farm in Hendersonville, farmed by Steve Dalton 
(red shirt), was the last farm on the tour. The farm is at a higher 
elevation than most NC farms. “Being on a hill like this, the breeze 
keeps down diseases, and we’re also able to start picking earlier in 
the morning,” says Steve. “But at least for the last two years, we’re 
also about 1-2 degrees too cold for our current varieties.”

Not only did the Symposium and tours encourage networking 
among scientists, farmers on the tour also picked the brains of 
the experts gathered on their farms. Here, Marvin Pritts from 
Cornell and Phil Brannen from the University of Georgia exam-
ine cane dieback in one planting. 

Wendy’s Restaurants... 
and 2 Million Pounds 
of Blackberries 
On August 17, the Wall Street Journal 
ran an article on fast food restaurants’ 
efforts to obtain fresh ingredients, and 
one of its lead examples was efforts by 
Wendy’s restaurants to source blackber-
ries for a new seasonal summer salad 
offering, following up on the success of a “strawberry fields chicken salad,” intro-
duced by Wendy’s two years ago. 

According to the article, since so much of blackberry production goes into the 
supermarkets, supplies are tight, and Wendy’s had to talk to 30 suppliers before they 
found two that could agree to supply the large quantities they needed.. They expect to 
offer the salads in the summer of 2016. 

The Packer, the weekly newspaper of the fruit and vegetable industry, then picked 
up the story and ran its own article on August 20. The reporter, Carol Beach, inter-
viewed Anthony Gallino, vice president of sales for Watsonville-based California Gi-
ant, one of the two suppliers. According to Gallino, their growers in California would 
be increasing their blackberry production to supply this new need. He said he also 
expected to source from the Southeastern U.S. 

The reporter also called up NARBA; we provided the figures cited in the article 
and NARBA Executive Secretary Debby Wechsler was quoted extensively, saying 
that anything that puts more blackberries into consumers mouths was good both for 
them and a growth opportunity for producers, and that Wendy’s plans were a sign 
of increasing consumer interest in blackberries. She expressed the belief that as the 
blackberry industry was growing, this new demand for berries should not cause ma-
jor supply or price problems next summer. 

See the WSJ article at www.wsj.com/articles/fast-foods-big-challenge-fresh-
ingredients-1439890200?mod=e2fb and The Packer’s article at www.thepacker.com/
news/wendy%E2%80%99s-needs-2-million-pounds-blackberries. You can also find 
links to the stories on NARBA’s website home page and Facebook page.
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2015-2016 NARBA Raspberry & Blackberry Nursery List 
2226, www.indianaberry.com

Island Grove Ag Products – 2600 SE 
193rd Ave., Hawthorne, FL 32640, Bert 
Sheffield, bsheffield@islandgroveagprod-
ucts.com, 352-481-5558, www.island-
groveagproducts.com 

Jones Farms – 7094 Honeysuckle Lane, 
Bailey, NC 27807, Barbara & Jim Jones, 
sales@jonesfarmsnc.com, 252-399-9844, 
www.jonesfarmsnc.com 

Kriegers Wholesale Nursery – P.O. Box 
116, Bridgman, MI 49106, Mark / Marilyn 
Krieger, lmknsy@aol.com, 269-465-5522, 
www.kriegersnursery.com or www.ber-
ryplants.com 

Lassen Canyon Nursery – P.O. Box 
992400, Redding, CA 96099, Charlie 
Whiting, charlie@lassencanyonnursery.
com, 530-440-9025, www.lassencanyon-
nursery.com 

Magnolia Gardens Nursery, 18810 Turtle 
Creek Lane, Magnolia, TX 77355, Neil 
Marek, neilm@magnoliagardens.com, 
800-753-8098, www.MGNLiners.com

North American Plants – 3367 St. Joseph 
Rd., McMinnville, OR 97128, Yongjian 

Chang, ychang@naplants.com, 503-474-
1852, www.naplants.com 

Northwest Plant Company – 1064 Birch 
Bay Lynden Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 
Justin Gross, justin.gross@nwplant.com, 
360-354-2919, www.nwplant.com 

Nourse Farms Inc. – 41 River Rd., South 
Deerfield, MA 01373, Tim & Nate Nourse, 
nnourse@noursefarms.com, tnourse@
noursefarms.com, 413-665-2658, www.
noursefarms.com 

Spooner Farms, Inc. – 9710 SR 162 E, 
Puyallup, WA 98374, info@spoonerfarms.
com, 253-845-5519, www.spoonerfarms.
com 

Caneberry planting 
stock types
Raspberry and blackberry nursery plants are avail-
able in a number of different plant types. The chart 
to right indicates what types each nursery sells 
in the column “Types of Plants”. Note that these 
descriptions are by necessity brief and incomplete, 
and that both plant and fruit production methods 
and terminology vary nursery to nursery and region 
to region. Buyers will want to inquire more fully of 
the nursery to learn more and determine what suits 
their needs. 
Plugs: grown from small tissue cultured plants, 
they have green tops and a rootball in a growing 
medium. Sold in trays by number of plugs/tray, 
so size of the rootball varies. Smaller plugs (often 
called “liners”) can be transplanted and grown out 
to a larger size before resale or field planting. 
Bare-root plants: rooted cane suckers that have 
been dug from the field, and topped back to a few 
inches of cane. These are graded as #1s and #2s 
by the thickness of the stem, the length of the 
cane, and the size of the root system.
Nursery-mature: tissue culture plugs that have 
been planted in the field and grown out for a sea-
son, then dug and sold as bare-root plants.

Roots: Pieces of roots, sold in bulk (by the pound), 
these are the most cost-effective way to cover the 
ground, but plants won’t be as consistent.
The American Nursery and Landscape Association 
Standards for Nursery Stock at http://americanhort.
org/documents/nursery_stock_standards_Ameri-
canHort_2004.pdf describe grade standards 
for each type of plant (see pages 74, 77, and 85-86).

From top left: A bare root cane, process of creating 
tissue culture plugs, a box of raspberry roots.

This list includes known raspberry and 
blackberry nursery suppliers who are 
members of NARBA as of September, 2015. 
NARBA apologize for any errors or om-
missions. Please send changes or correc-
tions to the NARBA office. 

Agri-Starts, Inc. – 1728 Kelly Park Rd., 
Apopka, FL 32712, Ty Strode, TyStrode@
AgriStarts.com, 407-889-8055,   
www.agristarts.com

Awald Farms – 2195 Shirley Rd., North 
Collins, NY 14111, Ed & Millie Awald, 
awaldsfarm@aol.com, 716-337-3162, 
www.awaldfarms.com 

Berries Unlimited – 807 Cedar Lane, 
Prairie Grove, AR 72753, Hare Stuart,  
berriesunlimitedusa@gmail.com,   
479-846-6030, www.berriesunlimited.com

Boston Mountain Nursery – P.O. Box 
308, 20189 North Hwy. 71, Mountainburg, 
AR 72946, Gary Pense, Sr., bostonmoun-
tainnurseries@centurylink.net, 479-369-
2007, www.alcasoft.com/bostonmountain

Indiana Berry & Plant Co. – 2811 U.S. 
31, Plymouth, IN 46563, Karla Simmons, 
ksimmons@indianaberry.com, 800-295-

Tips for ordering plants 
Plan what you want/need, considering markets, 
ripening dates, existing plantings, etc.
Do your research: variety characteristics, re-
gional recommendations and experiences.
Order early to assure availability of the variet-
ies and plant types you want. 
Inspect plants on arrival to see if they are 
healthy looking and up to the standard grade. 
Contact the nursery if you have questions or 
see problems.
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Nursery Types of sales Types of 
plants Blackberry Cultivars Raspberry Cultivars Other nursery 

offerings
Agri-Starts, Inc. Wholesale only. Web 

catalog
Plugs (72-
cell liners)

Apache, Arapaho, Brazos, Chester, Kiowa, 
Natchez, Navaho, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-
Ark 45, Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark 
Traveler, Sweetie Pie, Von 

Red: Caroline, Glencoe, Mysore, Nantahala Blueberries,figs, 
muscadines, aronia, 
hops, tropical plants, 
tropical fruits

Awald Farms Commercial growers, 
gardeners, wholesale. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root 
canes

Arapaho, Natchez, Chester, Triple Crown Red: Boyne, Caroline, Crimson Giant, Crimson 
Night, Encore, Heritage, Killarney, Latham, 
Prelude  Purple: Royalty  Gold: Double Gold, 
Fallgold   Black: Bristol, Jewel, Mac Black   

Grapevines, currants

Berries 
Unlimited

Wholesale, commercial 
growers, gardeners. Web 
catalog

Plugs; Potted 
plants

Black Satin, Brazos, Chester, Columbia 
Star, Hull, Kiowa, Natchez, Navaho, Osage, 
Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, Prime-Ark Free-
dom, Sweetie Pie, Triple Crown, Tupy  
Hybrids: Boysen

Red: Dormanred, Heritage, Nantahala, Polka, 
Prelude, Rudi Red, Tulameen, Ukee  
Gold: Amber, Fallgold 
Black: Bristol, Cumberland, Jewel 

Blueberries, 
honeyberries,exotic 
fruit

Boston Moun-
tain Nursery

Wholesale, commercial 
growers, gardeners.
Web/print catalogs

Bare root 
plants

Apache, Arapaho, Natchez, Ouachita, 
Osage, Prime-Ark 45, Prime-Ark Freedom, 
Triple Crown, Tupy, Von

Red: Boyne, Caroline, Dormanred, Heritage, 
Joan-J, Josephine, Magana, Nantahala, Nova, 
Prelude, Vintage  Gold: Double Gold, Fallgold  
Black: Cumberland, Jewel        

Grapes, blueber-
ries, figs, currants, 
elderberries

Indiana Berry & 
Plant Co.

Commercial growers, 
gardeners. Web/print 
catalogs

Bare root 
plants

Apache, Arapaho, Chester, Hull, Natchez, 
Navaho, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-Ark Free-
dom, Prime-Ark Traveler,Triple Crown, Von 

Red: Autumn Bliss, Boyne, Caroline, Encore, 
Heritage, K-81-6, Killarney, Lauren, Nantahala, 
Nova, Polana, Prelude, Taylor, Vintage 
Purple: Brandywine, Royalty  
Gold: Anne, Double Gold, Fallgold   
Black: Bristol, Jewel, Niwot, Mac Black 

Strawberries, currants, 
grapes, blueberries, 
rhubarb, asparagus, 
more

Island Grove Ag 
Products

Commercial growers, 
wholesale. Web catalog

Plugs, 1 gal.
pots

Natchez, Osage, Ouachita  Blueberries, figs, tree
fruit, ornamentals

Jones Farms Commercial growers, 
gardeners. Web/print 
catalogs

Potted plants Various varieties, but no plants available for 
2016 planting. 

Sweet potatoes

Kriegers Whole-
sale Nursery

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root & 
potted plants

Arapaho, Chester, Hull, Triple Crown Red: Heritage, Latham, Mammoth Red, Sep-
tember   Purple: Brandywine, Royalty  
Gold: Fallgold   Black: Allen, Blackhawk, 
Bristol, Cumberland, Jewel 

Blueberries, currants, 
strawberries, aspara-
gus, rhubarb, hops, 
Jostaberry

Lassen Canyon 
Nursery

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners. 
Web catalog

Arapaho, Black Diamond, Columbia Giant, 
Columbia Star, Prime-Ark 45, Prime-Ark 
Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, Triple Crown 

Red: Cascade Harvest, Chemainus Georgia 
Josephine, Lewis, Rudi, Saanich, Tulameen 
Vintage  Gold: Cascade Gold    Black: Jewel  

Strawberries

Magnolia Gar-
dens Nursery

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, custom grown 
to order

Apache, Black Diamond, Chester, Columbia 
Star, Loch Ness, Marion, Metolius, Natchez, 
Obsidian, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, 
Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, 
Prime Jim, Triple Crown   Hybrids: Boysen 

Red: Autumn Bliss, Meeker Sugar cane, ornamen-
tal shrubs, grasses, 
perennial plants

North American 
Plants

Commercial growers, 
wholesale. Web catalog
No inventory; plants 
grown to order only

Plugs Apache, Arapaho, Black Diamond, Black 
Satin, Chester, Columbia Giant, Columbia 
Star, Hull, Kotata, Loch Ness, Marion, Nat-
chez, Navaho, Newberry, Obsidian, Olallie, 
Onyx, Osage, Ouachita, Prime-Ark 45, 
Prime-Ark Freedom, Prime-Ark Traveler, 
Silvan, Triple Crown, Tupy, Waldo, Wild 
Treasure   Hybrids: Boysen, Logan, Tay 

Red: Amity, Autumn Bliss, Canby, Caroline, 
Crimson Giant, Crimson Night, Heritage, 
Honey Queen, Lewis, Meeker, Nantahala, 
Nova, Tulameen, Vintage   
Gold: Double Gold, Fallgold    
Black: Bristol, Jewel, Munger

Nut & fruit trees, 
shrubs, perennials

Northwest Plant 
Company

Commercial growers; 
grown to order only. Web 
catalog

BB: Plugs 
RR: roots, 
bare root
canes, plugs

Black Diamond, Columbia Giant, Columbia 
Star, Triple Crown, Marion, Metolius, Obsid-
ian, Onyx, Wild Treasure

Red: Cascade Harvest, Chemainus, Meeker, 
Saanich, Squamish, Willamette, Wakefield

Nourse Farms 
Inc.

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners. 
Web/print catalogs

Bare root
canes, plugs,
nursery ma-
ture, roots

2016 variety list available starting in Octo-
ber 2015. Check their website or catalog for 
information.

2016 variety list available starting in October 
2015. Check their website or catalog for 
information.

Strawberries, currants, 
gooseberries, blueber-
ries, rhubarb, more

Spooner Farms, 
Inc.

Commercial growers, 
wholesale, gardeners 
NO shipping. Web catalog

Bare root 
canes, roots

Red: Autumn Britten, Caroline, Cascade De-
light, Cascade Harvest, Chemainus, Meeker, 
Saanich, Squamish, Tulameen

Please note: Availability of specific varieties may change. Updates, corrections, comments, and suggestions are welcome. 
Additional nurseries which wish to be listed are invited to join NARBA. Please contact the North American Raspberry & Blackberry Association for more information.

919-542-4037, info@raspberryblackberry.com, www.raspberryblackberry.com
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Variety Report from the 
Pacific Northwest
Chad Finn, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR

The primary blackberries being planted 
for the commercial, processed blackberry 
industry in the Pacific Northwest are Black 
Diamond and Columbia Star. Black Dia-
mond has been the leading cultivar being 
planted for over 10 years and Columbia 
Star has garnered a tremendous amount 
of trial plantings due to its superior fruit 
quality in addition to being thornless and 
machine harvestable. The newly released 
Willamette Valley Thornless Marion (Plant 
Patent Appl. US 13/573,608) is only avail-
able to some growers but has a great deal 
of interest. For the fresh market, Obsidian, 
Metolius, Newberry (looks like Boysen), 
and Onyx have been planted heavily. 
The new release Columbia Giant, avail-
able 2016, has very large (15-20 g) fruit 
that are borne on thornless plants. While 
Columbia Giant is suited for processing, it 
is more likely to be grown for fresh, local 
sales due to its obscenely large fruit.

The primary red raspberries grown 
in the Pacific Northwest are Meeker and 
Wakefield. Cascade Delight and Cascade 
Bounty have substantial plantings, and the 
newest in the series, Cascade Harvest, is 
being heavily tested. Lewis, a parent of 
Wakefield is being heavily tested as well.

A wide variety of primocane fruit-
ing cultivars are grown in the Northwest. 
Vintage is being extensively tested in com-

mercial fields and its superior fruit quality 
is appealing. This new variety should work 
wherever primocane raspberries do well; it 
definitely works in Mexico as well.

 ORUS 4090-1 will soon be named and 
available for 2016 planting. It is a high-
yielding plant with large, conic, attractive, 
and tasty fruit. t

Comments from the 
Northeast
Courtney Weber, Cornell University

New varieties in our market include Oc-
tavia [may no longer be available] and 
TulaMagic. Octavia is interesting in that 
it is very late, fruiting into August on 
floricanes so that it overlaps with early pri-
mocane varieties. Fruit quality is generally 
poor, however, with a dull red color and 
softening in high temperatures. The flavor 
is acidic but classic raspberry so from a 
breeding standpoint it has some traits of 
interest, i.e. late season, large fruit but 
from a commercial side is pretty disap-
pointing. TulaMagic is still flowering now 
and has not produced any ripe primocane 
fruit yet which makes it later than Heritage 
by a couple of weeks. The developing fruit 
looks like it will be large but the crop load 
looks very light. Each fruiting lateral only 
produces a few flowers which is similar 
to how Tulameen flowers and is the main 
weakness of Tulameen. The canes are 
very tall and if they survive winter could 
be double cropped. We will see how they 
survived in 2016. 

From an industry standpoint, spotted 
wing drosophila is causing a lot of prob-
lems for primocane raspberry growers. 
Netting experiments on blueberries and 
strawberries have been successful and are 
being tried for raspberries. The spraying 
needed for conventional production is so 
intensive that many growers are shying 
away and reducing acreage. Many are con-
sidering going back to floricane produc-
tion to avoid the fruit fly. So far this looks 
like it could work since they don’t seem 
to get established in NY until late July to 
August so most can avoid infestation. It is 
not clear if this pattern will continue. 

The breeding program is progress-
ing well and several new varieties will be 
tested with growers and release over the 
next couple of years. Primocane black 
raspberry development is going strong and 
should result in more varieties in the near 

future as well. Testing will be done primar-
ily in collaboration with the NY State 
Berry Growers Association. t

Arkansas Blackberry 
Varieties – Planting 
Trends 
John R. Clark, University of Arkansas

University of Arkansas-developed black-
berries are the primary choices for growers 
in the South, along with much of the East 
and into the Midwest. There are plantings 
in other regions also, primarily for fresh 
market sales, with the primocane-fruiting 
Prime-Ark® 45 a major variety in Califor-
nia. I share a few comments on the major 
sellers to update growers with some sales 
trends.

Prime-Ark® 45 – This variety, the first 
commercial primocane-fruiting variety 
developed, has had major plantings estab-
lished the last five years. It has become 
one of the most successful Arkansas 
varieties in sales due to its primocane 
cropping, providing fruit for late summer 
and fall marketing, a very good time for 
excellent shipping-market prices. Its major 
advantages, in addition to primocane-fruit-
ing, include large berry size, good flavor, 
high productivity, good postharvest han-
dling potential, and, if the floricane crop is 
produced, very early floricane season pro-
duction. Negative aspects of this variety 

continued on page  11Columbia Giant blackberry

Cornell berry breeder Courtney Weber
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WIRE JOINER & TENSIONER FOR  
TRELLISING & FENCING 

• FAST - Join & Tension wire in seconds .
• EASY - No more bending & twisting of wire.
• VERSATILE - Available for all sizes & types of wire .
• DURABLE - Made of zinc for max. corrosion resistance. 
• TENSIONS - Re-tension wire easily season after season.
• REPAIRS - Join & repair damaged sections of wire fence.

WE ARE SOCIAL 
FOLLOW OUR UPDATES

Gripple Inc. 1611 Emily Lane Aurora, IL 60502
Phone: 1-866-474-7753 Email: grippleinc@gripple.com
Web: www.gripple.com

Contact Information 

Erik Shortenhaus 
National Sales Manager 

e.shortenhaus@gripple.com

Request  
FREE  

samples by 

email. 

Tissue Culture 
Plants Now 
Available: 

 

Blackberry: 
Prime Ark 45 

Prime Ark Traveler 
Columbia Star 
Triple Crown 

Black Diamond 
 

Raspberries: 
Vintage 
Lewis 

Cascade Harvest 
Saanich 

Josephine 
 

Root, Cane and 
other varieties 

available 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lassen Canyon Nursery, Inc. 
Lassencanyonnursery.com 

 
Main Office: (530) 223-1075 

Contact: Lee 
 

Outside Sales: Charlie Whiting 
(530) 440-9025 

 
Call now for pricing & availability! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Blackberries 
Strawberries 

 
Raspberries 

 



The bramble: newsleTTer of The norTh AmericAn rAspBerry & BlAckBerry AssociATion, AuTumn 2015 11

include thorny canes and occurrences of 
color reversion (red drupelet development) 
particularly in the late summer to fall 
crop produced in California. It also has 
high vigor, and needs substantial tipping 
management (double-tipping particularly) 
to grow a successful crop. As with all 
primocane-fruiters, its flowering is greatly 
impacted by hot temperatures in the sum-
mer (generally 90 degrees and above), in 
that primocane berry quality and size can 
be reduced, double fruits produced, flowers 
can be killed, and flower bud formation 
repressed. However, it has provided the 
first major glimpse of the coming impact 
of primocane fruiting on fresh-market 
blackberry production; this impact will be 
substantial in future years.

Ouachita – The most successful of 
Arkansas varieties, Ouachita continues to 
be widely planted. It has medium-large 
berries, reduced acidity, excellent posthar-
vest handling performance, high yields, 
thornless canes, and broad adaptation. It 
has not exhibited many major disadvantag-
es, but like all blackberries, can suffer in 
quality in rain and other adverse weather 
conditions. In the last three years, it has 
moved forward as the best shipping variety 
for growers using the rotatable cross-arm 
trellis and covering plants with row covers. 
This system, used primarily in the Mid-
west, has expanded blackberry production 
in a major way in this region, and allows 
the use of Ouachita and other Arkansas 
varieties in a region where prior they could 
not be grown successfully due to winter 
injury to canes.

Natchez –The early season Natchez 
continues to be planted consistently, al-
though not at the same level as Ouachita. 
Major attributes are large berry size, early 
ripening, and very high productivity. It has 
had some issues with less than optimum 
postharvest handling (softening and rever-
sion, particularly in very hot conditions), 
tart flavor, excessive cropping, and re-
duced primocane emergence. It continues 
to be one of my top three floricane-fruiting 
choices, and on days when the flavor fully 
develops, it is one of my favorites to take 
home. And, I still enjoy filling up my 
clamshell in a matter of seconds picking 
these large, beautiful berries (and remem-

bering it taking an hour or more when I 
was a boy to fill up my molasses bucket 
picking blackberries in the wild). 

Osage – This is the newest of the 
Arkansas thornless varieties, and a good 
number of Osage have been planted since 
its release in 2012. Comments always 
include one main topic – good flavor. It 
ripens between Natchez and Ouachita, 
has medium-sized berries, and is compa-
rable in productivity to Ouachita in most 
trials (sometimes exceeding Ouachita). It 
has good postharvest handling potential, 
and so far is faring well in the shipping 
market. The only complaint I have heard 
of, and this was inevitable, is that pickers 
don’t enjoy moving from the 10-12 g berry 
of Natchez to the 6-8 g berry of Osage. 
And, berry size can drop off quicker than 
Ouachita at times. But, I also hear posi-
tive comments about the ease of packing 
Osage, particularly in smaller clamshells. 

New primocane fruiters: Prime-Ark® 
Traveler is just entering the market in late 
2015 and early 2016. This new develop-
ment, which I feel is the first commercial, 
shipping quality potential, thornless, pri-
mocane-fruiter, deserves a try, particularly 
where Prime-Ark® 45 has done well. It 
was our highest rated variety for flavor in 
sensory and consumer trials. It will require 
close management of canes to provide the 
highest production potential. It has been 
comparable to Prime-Ark® 45 in yield 
some trials, but often the yields are lower. 
However, the thornless canes provide a 
management benefit. Prime-Ark® Free-
dom, the first thornless primocane fruiter, 
has sold well in the home garden market. 
It is one to consider a trial of for local 
markets, but I am hesitant to recommend 
it for the shipping market due to limited 
storage potential. t

Arkansas Blackberry 
Varieties
Continued from page 9

Comments from the 
Nurseries
Ed Awald, Awald Nurseries: The three 
new Cornell raspberries seem to be doing 
very well. We’re fruiting them ourselves 
and we are well pleased with them. The 
response has been good from our U-pick. 
People love the big berries.

Neil Marek, Magnolia Gardens Nurs-
ery: Magnolia Gardens is pleased to be a 
new member of NARBA, as of February 
2015. We are a family-owned and oper-
ated nursery and tissue culture lab outside 
Houston, Texas. For over 30 years Magno-
lia Gardens has been known for its quality 
nursery stock production and its tissue cul-
ture lab specializing in ornamental shrubs, 
grasses and perennials. With a growing 
team and the development of new large 
scale tissue culture production techniques, 
Magnolia Gardens is transitioning to ad-
ditionally focus on new agricultural crops 
such as caneberries, grapes, sugar cane, 
and other fruit and nut crops. We offer cus-
tom-grown orders and are looking forward 
to working with you to create a custom-
booked growing plan to fit your needs. 
Magnolia Gardens Nursery is excited and 
confident to now be offering caneberry 
plants, knowing that we can build on our 
reputation as an innovative reliable sup-
plier of quality nursery products that can 
be relied on year after year t

Prime-Ark Traveler, the newest variety 
from John Clark.

Niwot black raspberry; it was developed 
by NARBA member Pete Tallman and is 
now offered by several nurseries. Breeder 
Chad Finn also points out that the Bristol 
and Munger black raspberry are actually 
the same genetically – both names can be 
found in the variety chart.
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The following are edited abstracts of oral 
presentations at the 11th International 
Rubus & Ribes Symposium in June, 2015. 
Graphics are taken from presentation Pow-
erpoints.

Cross-pollination increases the 
number of drupelets in the fruits 
of red raspberry
Edward Zurawicz, Research Institute 
of Pomology, and Floriculture, Poland; 
ezuraw@insad.pl

A rapidly increasing segment of the 
fresh market raspberry industry involves 
off-season production in protected cultiva-
tion. Generally, in field cultivation, several 
varieties are grown on the same planta-
tion at the same time, but in protected 
cultivation one cultivar usually occupies 
one plastic tunnel or greenhouse. That 
results in compulsory self-pollination 
and self-fertilization of flowers. The aim 
of the study, conducted at the Research 
Institute of Horticulture in Skierniewice, 

80
Years

Best
The

Plants

www.noursefarms.com    413.665.2658

•	 Strawberries,	raspberries,	blueberries,
	 blackberries,	asparagus	and	more!

•	 Where	the	pros	go	for	plans	and	plants.

•	 Call	for	a	free	catalog	and	plasticulture	guide!

41 River Road 
South Deerfield 
Massachusetts 01373

Since 1932

	
Berry

Poland, was to assess the effects of self-
pollination (self-fertilization) and cross-
pollination (cross-fertilization) on the size 
of the fruit of ten red raspberry cultivars, 
determined as the number of drupelets 
in one fruit. The investigated cultivars 

were: Canby, Glen Ample, Laszka, Polana, 
Polka, Radziejowa, Schöneman, Veten, 
and Willamette. They were self- and 
cross-pollinated in a greenhouse in the 
spring of 2014 and the influence of the 
pollen cultivar on the number of drupe-
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lets in a single fruit was studied The study 
revealed an overwhelming advantage of 
cross-pollination over self-pollination. The 
average number of drupelets in the fruits 
from cross-pollinated flowers ranged from 
48.3 in Glen Ample (76.9% more drupe-
lets than in self-pollinated Glen Ample) to 
92.9 in Radziejowa’ (96.8% more drupe-
lets than in self-pollinated Radziejowa). A 
more detailed study will be conducted in 
2015 in field conditions.

Follow-up from Dr. Zurawicz via email: 
At the symposium I presented results col-
lected in 2014. However, the experiment 
was continued, and this spring we repeated 
it in the same glasshouse and with the 
same cultivars. And only after your email 
we decided to compile the results from 
2015, which were scattered over differ-
ent notebooks. We did it, and now I have 
them. 

This year we had some problems with 
plants in the glasshouse – not all of them 
grew well and produced flowers. So, this 
year we were able to make only 40 cross-
combinations (contrary to the last year 
when we made 55 cross-combinations). 
However, this year we also did very pre-
cise measurement related to the weight of 
collected fruit. Results are showing that 
there is strong correlation between the 
number of drupelets and weight of the 
fruit in red raspberry. What surprised us 
was that for the same cross-combinations 
the results in both years are similar. It 
emphasizes the role of proper pollination 
in red raspberry in protected cultivation. 
(Speaking about pollination in red rasp-
berry we should keep in mind two types 
of pollinators: 1) Pollinating insects as 
the vectors of pollen, and 2) Cultivars as a 
source of pollen.) 

Results from last year (one-year 
results) are included in the manuscript 
that I have submitted for the Conference 
Proceedings (Acta Horticulture). It has 
been peer-reviewed already, so I believe it 
will be published soon. Soon we will start 
working on the manuscript that will con-
tain results from both years of our studies. 
We are going to continue our studies on 
pollination in red raspberry.t

Leaf nutrient concentration in 
blackberry recommended stan-
dards and sampling time should 
differ among blackberry types
Bernadine C. Strik, Oregon State Uni-
versity, Corvallis, OR bernadine.strik@
oregonstate.edu 

Leaf tissue sampling is a critical aspect of 
a nutrient management program in com-
mercial blackberry production. Current, 
published recommendations for time of 
sampling and nutrient sufficiency levels 
are general for all caneberries (raspberry 
and blackberry), including floricane- and 
primocane-fruiting types. In blackberry, 
floricane-fruiting trailing, erect, and semi-
erect cultivars and primocane-fruiting 
erect cultivars differ in fruiting season and 
pruning or training method. Thus, it is rea-
sonable to assume that tissue nutrient lev-
els and sampling requirements may differ 
among these blackberry types. Two studies 
were conducted to assess the impact of 
blackberry type and cultivar on tissue 
nutrient concentration of leaves sampled 
every 2 weeks over two growing sea-
sons. In ‘Prime-Jan’® and ‘Prime-Jim’®, 
primocane-fruiting blackberry, the best 
time to sample primocane leaves coincided 
with a phenological stage (green fruit 
on the primocane) rather than on a given 
calendar date (standard method). In the 
second study we examined leaf nutrient 
levels in trailing, erect, and semi-erect cul-

tivars. Large differences between cultivars, 
even within blackberry type, were found 
frequently throughout the season, confirm-
ing the importance of sampling cultivars 
separately for nutrient management. In 
most cultivars, primocane leaf phospho-
rus, potassium, calcium, and copper were 
consistently below the current published 
sufficiency levels. New sufficiency levels 
and recommended sampling times based 
on blackberry type are presented. Fertil-
izer recommendations that are based on 
leaf nutrient sufficiency levels specific to 
the diverse types of blackberry grown will 
aid growers in improving nutrient man-
agement programs and potentially reduce 
over application of nutrients that are not 
required.t
More on this topic:  Dr. Strik is scheduled 
to present at the NARBA conference in 
March 2016 on caneberry nutrition and 
sampling recommendations and new suf-
ficiency levels. Learn more there! She will 
also be speaking at the NARBA-organized 
caneberry track at the SE Regional Fruit 
& Vegetable Conference in January 2015 
(and several other meetings). 

You can see a 37-minute video of a 
presentation by Dr. Strik on caneberry 
nutrition in March 2014 at a workshop in 
Oregon on YouTube: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0VLWKKlfR70

Current primocane leaf nutrient sufficiency levels 
Nutrient OSU N.E. North America California

Caneberry Nutrient Raspberry & Blackberry Caneberry
Mangement Guide Production Guide Production Manual

Nitrogen (%N) 2.3 to 3.0 2.0 to 3.0 2.0 to 3.0
Phosphorus (%P) 0.19 to 0.45 0.25 to 0.40 0.25 to 0.40
Potassium (%K) 1.3 to 2.0 1.5 to 2.5 1.5 to 2.5
Calcium (%Ca) 0.6 to 2.0 0.6 to 2.0 0.6 to 2.5
Magnesium (%Mg) 0.3 to 0.6 0.6 to 0.9 0.3 to 0.9
Sulfur (%S) 0.1 to 0.2 0.4 to 0.6 -
Manganese (ppm Mn) 50 to 300 50 to 200 50 to 200
Boron (ppm B) 30 to 70 30 to 70 30 to 50
Iron (ppm Fe) 60 to 250 60 to 250 50 to 200
Zinc (ppm Zn) 15 to 50 20 to 50 20 to 50
Copper (ppm Cu) 6 to 20 6 to 20 7 to 50
OSU - Hart et al., 2006;    NE North America - Bushway et al., 2008;   California - Bolda et al. 2012

“late-July to 
early 

August” 

“after fruit 
harvest” 

“May to  
August” 



The Bramble: newsleTTer of The norTh AmericAn rAspBerry & BlAckBerry AssociATion,  AuTumn 201514

 ARE BIRDS

EATING 
The Humming Line is your answer!

With the slightest breeze “FLY AWAY BIRDIES” 
Humming Line generates vibrations that produce low to 
high-pitched sound waves, called harmonic resonance, 

scaring away birds that destroy your crops.

TO ORDER 

CALL: 816-341-5714
OR EMAIL:  info@biodynamicsupply.com

www.flyawaybirdies.com 

YOUR
 BERRIES?

•  Birds are spooked,  
yet unharmed

• Crops are saved
• No electricity
•  10-lb. breaking strain

• Simple to install
•  Reusable when properly  

installed and removed
•  Environmentally safe
• UV stabilized

• 325-yard reels
•  Protects up to 30,000 sq. ft. 

(about 2/3 acre)

NEW ON THE
MARKET!

$7995                      REEL

PLUS S&H
(NO TAX in  
most states)

INTRODUCTORY PRICE
REG.

$129.95



The bramble: newsleTTer of The norTh AmericAn rAspBerry & BlAckBerry AssociATion, AuTumn 2015 15

 MEMBER TRANSITIONS 
Brown’s Berry Patch/Orchard Dale 
Fruit Company in Waterport, NY, closed 
its PYO own operation this season after 30 
years, as “Farmer Bob” is retiring. Says 
Bob Brown, “Retail was about a third of 
our business. We had a great customer 
base, but we weren’t moving enough vol-
ume. I really enjoyed getting the kids out 
of the city and doing school tours, but not 
the kids throwing apples.” It’s a bittersweet 
change but he’s looking forward to having 
the time to finish other projects and his 
wife is looking forward to spending more 
time with grandkids. Their son, Bobby, 
and Bob’s brother, Eric, will continue 
to focus on the actual farming, and the 
300-acre fruit farm will continue to grow, 
package, and distribute its fruit to local 
area grocery stores, farm markets and 
other wholesale customers. 

Johnnie James, of Bethel Valley Farms, 
in Villas, NC has put his 39-acre farm 
up for sale. Says Johnnie, “In four years, 
we’ve taken it from an old abandoned 
property to the largest vineyard and berry 
farm in the area. We’ve set over 8,500 
posts, run over 45 miles of trellis wire, 
planted over 15,000 vines/plants, and de-
veloped almost two miles of roads around 
the property. And we dug a 1.2 acre pond 
for irrigation, stocked it with trout and 
built a new post-and beam barn complete 
with kitchen, bathroom and walk-in cooler. 
Finally, we have a vineyard/farm manager 
who oversees the day-to-day operations 
and is willing to stay on with the next 
buyer. Please pass this along to anyone 
you know who might have an interest in 
owning a vineyard estate and berry farm! 
See www.bethelvalleyfarms.com; contact 
Johnny at johnnie@bethelvalleyfarms.com 
or 407-808-1817.

 
Directory Update
This list includes new members 
and renewals received since the last 
newsletter in June. Welcome to these 
new and returning members! 

You may want to clip this update and 
put it with your directory. A cur-
rent members list can also always be 
found in the “Members Only” sec-
tion of our website.

Steve Dalton  
Fruit of the Spirit Orchard & 
Vineyard
756 Dalton Trail Drive 
Hendersonville, NC 28792 
828-685-9102 
boulder_dalton@bellsouth.net

Larry & Valerie Keenan  
Sandy Creek Blackberry Farm
763 Kirby Graves Rd 
Sulphur, OK 73086 
580-622-2242 
580-504-1919 
keenancattle@gmail.com

Joe Newberry 
Newberry Nursery
118 Coveshire Place 
Madison, AL 35758 
256-325-0690 h 
256-684-5889 c 
joe.newberry@gmail.com

Rocco Schiavone 
NCSU Dept. of Hort. Sciences
Box 7609 
Raleigh, NC 27695-7609 
919-515-9788 w 
919-452-3696 c 
rocco_schiavone@ncsu.edu

Rockey Starnes  
Elderberry Farms, LLC
2006 Circle Drive 
Pocahontas, AR 72455 
870-784-0464 c 
870-892-3327 w 
rockeystarnes@yahoo.com

Erik Wilkins  
Wonderful Orchards
13654 Highway 33
Lost Hills, CA 93249 
661-829-8752 
erik.wilkins@wonderful.com

Changes to existing listings:
Contact person for Indiana Berry 
& Plant Co is now Karla Simmons, 
karla@indianaberry.com

NARBA’s Australian 
Counterpart
By Debby Wechsler, NARBA Exec. Sec.
One of the people I met at the Internation-
al Rubus & Ribes Symposium was Jona-
than Eccles, the director of Raspberries 
and Blackberries Australia (RABA). We 
quickly recognized we had a good bit in 
common and compared notes on member-
ship, funding, activities, and more. 

Previously known as the Australian 
Rubus Growers Association, it was estab-
lished in Australia as a Victorian state in-
dustry Association in 1983, going national 
in 1987 in recognition that its membership 
was increasingly drawn from all parts of 
Australia. It now has about 150 members. 
In 2007, a levy (assessment) was put into 
place, with $.12/kilo collected by first han-
dlers. Of that, $.10 goes towards research 
and $.02 towards promotion. (The Austra-
lian dollar is currently worth about $.70 
US). This grower levy is matched by funds 
from the federal government. The Asso-
ciation is also involved in licensing the 
import of new caneberry varieties into the 
country. You can see their website at http://
freshberries.com.au/. 

According to a Market Profile by 
FreshLogic in 2014, raspberry production 
in Australia was 1,448 tonnes for the year 
ending June 2013. The state of Victoria is 
the largest producer of raspberries (54%); 
followed by Tasmania (31%). Almost all 
are consumed domestically, 18% as fresh 
berries and 82% in a processed form. Pro-
duction has grown rapidly in recent years 
and the industry has expanded geographi-
cally, driven by plans to extend seasonal 
availability of raspberries for the domestic 
market and supported by an increase in use 
of protected cropping practices. Several 
large growers which operate in multiple lo-
cations supply the majority of production. 
There are also a large number of smaller 
growers, many with mixed enterprises with 
a variety of products. 

 Blackberries are a much smaller crop, 
and I couldn’t find data on them. t 



NARBA 2015 Officers 
and Executive Council 
President - Fred Koenigshof, K and K 
Farms, 4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, 
MI 49038, 269-208-6783, kandkfarms@
sbcglobal.net.

Vice President - Fred Finney, Moreland 
Fruit Farm,1558 W Moreland Rd., Wooster, 
OH 44691, 330-264-8735, fred@moreland-
fruitfarm.com.

Treasurer - Rudy Heeman, Heeman 
Strawberry Farm, 20453  Nissouri Rd. RR2, 
Thorndale, ON N0M 2P0  Canada, 519-
461-0181, rudy@heeman.ca. 

Executive Secretary - Debby Wechsler, 
197 Spring Creek Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research Committee Co-Chairs - 
Jeff Chandler, MCREC, 455 Research 
 Drive, Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-
3562, Jeff_Chandler@ncsu.edu  
Gina Fernandez, NCSU Box 7609, Ra-
leigh, NC 27695, 919-513-7416, gina_fer-
nandez@ncsu.edu.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Rudy Heeman, 
Heeman Strawberry Farm, 20453  Nissouri 
Rd. RR2, Thorndale, ON N0M 2P0 
 Canada, 519-461-0181, rudy@heeman.ca. 

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, RI 
& VT) Open. 

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA 
& Europe) Open. For now, contact Fred 
Koenigshof, NARBA president.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Fred Finney, Moreland Fruit Farm,1558 
W Moreland Rd, Wooster, OH 44691, 330-
264-8735, fred@morelandfruitfarm.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS & 
TX). Marvin Williams, Williams Farm, 2127 
Sapp Lake Rd., Enigma, GA 31749, 229-392-
5253, mtministries@yahoo.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) Chris 
Eckert, Eckert Orchards Inc., 951 South 
Greenmount Road, Belleville, IL 62220, 
618-779-8646, Chris.eckert@eckerts.com

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Pierson Geyer, AgriBerry, 10186 
Cabin Court, Mechanicsville, VA 23116
804-514-5955, pierson.geyer@gmail.com.

Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Julie Schedeen, 
Schedeen’s Farm, P.O. Box 172, Boring OR 
97009, 503-658-4730, schedeens@msn.com.

At Large: 

Richard Barnes, Tanglewood Berry Farm/
Trellis Growing Systems, 2427 S. Hadley 
Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46804, 260-241-3128, 
rcbarnes@trellisgrowingsystems.com.

Scott Norman, Naturipe Farms, 1611 
Bunker Hill Way, Ste 250, Salinas, CA 
93906, 831-229-4126, snorman@  
naturipefarms.com.

North AmericAN rAspberry 
& blAckberry AssociAtioN (NArbA)
197 spriNg creek rd.
pittsboro, Nc 27312
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Order NARBA Recipe Brochures
These full-color trifold brochures include 
recipes, instructions for picking, handling, 
washing and freezing, and health benefits, 
with space to stamp or sticker your farm 
information. Customers appreciate your 
sharing this information. 100: $12 plus $5 
shipping. 300: $32 plus $10 shipping. 500: 
$52 plus $12 shipping. 1000: $90 plus $15 
shipping. Okay to mix the two types in 
your total quantity, but please order by 100s 
(e.g., no 150/150 orders). Larger orders can 
be printed specially for you with your farm 
logo and contact info. Samples on request. 
Order form at www.raspberryblackberry.
com/webdocs/brochures%20order%20
form.pdf, but fine to order informally by 
phone, fax, email, or mail.


