
ON THE TOUR
Originally sending most of its 
produce to processors,  Unger 
Farms has evolved into a fresh 
market/wholesale farm. Start-
ing with one farmers market, 
year after year, the Ungers 
built a loyal customer base and 
continued to add more outlets. 
Now, 27 years later, the Ungers 
attend 18 farmers markets a week, sell to 20-plus grocery 
stores/roadside stands/restaurants/school lunch programs, 
offers PYO strawberries, and have added a Farm Store. Their 
crops include strawberries (with some Albion strawberries 
in hoop houses), blueberries, raspberries, blackberries, table 
grapes, and U-cut flowers.

Portland Conference Preview!
NARBA’s Annual Conference in Portland, Oregon, on January 
27-30, 2013 will be a special conference: it’s in the heart of a 
major caneberry production region and a joint conference with 
the North American Strawberry Growers Association (NASGA). 
And now, another large berry meeting, an annual Blueberry 
Workshop that attracts several hundred people (mostly from the 
Pacific Northwest), will also join us at the DoubleTree Hotel on 
January 29. Here are some schedule details:

SUNday, JaNUaRy 27 – OpENiNg REcEpTiON
Meet, greet, and enjoy a presentation by Dr. Bernadine Strik of 
Oregon State University on “The History of Berry Crop Pro-
duction in Oregon – From Wagon Trail to the 21st Century.”

MONday, JaNUaRy 28 – all-day TOUR 
Stops include:

• The OSU North Willamette Research and Extension Center, 
with lots of field research as well an opportunity to evaluate 
frozen berries of different cultivars. 

• Columbia Empire Farms, a vertically integrated grower/pro-
cessor. We’ll see their jam processing plant.

• Unger Farms, growers of both caneberries and strawberries,  
with a fine retail market. The group will have lunch here (we 
hear Cathy Unger is a great cook...) 

• Afternoon stops at several farms/berry fields (final schedule 
TBD)

• The tour ends up at a local favorite, McMenamins, for dinner 
– see below. 
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lOcal ScOOp ON a gREaT ciTy TO ViSiT
A visit to Portland, Oregon, at any time of year is a treat for 
all your senses. On a sunny day (yes, there are sunny days 
even in the winter), you can see majestic Mt. Hood tower-
ing over the city, enjoy a stroll along the Willamette River in 
downtown, or join the natives by renting a bicycle for a quick 
spin around this eminently bike-friendly town – and stop on 
your travels to sample coffee and a home baked treat at one 
of the neighborhood coffee shops. Portland is the center of 
Food Cart dining, offering everything from ethnic special-
ties to the worlds best burgers. If your tastes run a bit more 
upscale, Portland abounds with gourmet restaurants. Take 
the time to visit Powell’s Books, the largest new and used 
bookstore in the world; it takes up a city block and is just 
blocks from the legendary Voodoo Doughnuts. With parks 
big and small, world-class shopping in the Pearl District, the 
Portland Art Museum, and a laid-back atmosphere, Portland 
has something for everyone to enjoy! Winter weather is “mild 
and damp,” with average of 50º daytime and 38º nightime,  
little snow but a good chance of rain.

TOUR diNNER at McMENaMiNS
Highly recommended by local folks on the planning committee. 
Says Cat McKenzie (ORBC): “McMenamins is a unique expe-
rience. The McMenamin brothers buy up and re-use wonderful 
old buildings, many of them surrounded by gardens. Some were 
hotels, old pubs, bars, and schools; one was a poor farm; this 
one used to be a retirement home for Masonic and Eastern Star 
members. Each one 
has lots of wonder-
ful quirky touches, 
paintings, fantastic 
lamps and other 
great stuff. The 
food is very good 
and they have the 
best hand-crafted 
beer and even wine 
which they make 
themselves.”

Cathy and Matt Unger

Continued on page 3
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The BRaMBlE is a quarterly publica-
tion of the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association (NARBA), 
formerly the North American Bramble 
Growers Association (NABGA), and is a 
benefit of membership in the association. 
For membership information, a sample 
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E V E N T S
October 3-5, 2012 – Second interna-
tional congress of aneberries, Hotel 
RIU Plaza, Guadalajara, Mexico. Aneber-
ries is an association of major Mexican 
berry exporters. For more information, 
visit http://congreso.aneberries.mx

January 10-11, 2013 – Southeast Re-
gional Fruit & Vegetable conference, 
in Savannah, GA, with blackberry/rasp-
berry sessions organized by NARBA as a 
NARBA regional meeting. See page 4.

January 27-30, 2013 – North american 
Raspberry & Blackberry conference 
in Portland, OR. This is a joint confer-
ence with the North American Strawber-
ry Growers Association. Registration ma-
terials coming this fall. See pages 1&3.

June 18-20, 2013 – Berry Health Ben-
efits Symposium, in Concord, NC. Join 
leading researchers and industry leaders 
to learn about the newest research in this 

Briefly Speaking...
Fellow Members,

So here we are in the fall, a few months away from coming together again for another 
annual conference. It seems like yesterday that we were gathered in Ohio enjoying 
a wonderful educational program and each others’ company (and I think I saw some 
of you on the water slides). We talked about our past growing season’s successes and 
challenges, and looked ahead to what the 2012 season would bring us. 

Did you change from the season before? Did you make those big changes you wanted 
to? To change and grow is important for any business or career. To grow and develop, 
not just your crops or products, but your business model, and how you move to suc-
ceed in your business goals.

I would like to think this organization is also growing in leaps and bounds, towards 
its goal of educating growers, affiliates and the general public. We have been busy 
in quite a few projects which we hope will help expand our reach towards a broader 
audience:

• We again are contracted with the Savannah Fruit and Vegetable Conference to run 
the educational Bramble sessions (see page 5).

• We have given significant sponsorship funding for the Rubus/ Ribes Conference of 
the International Society for Horticultural Science, planned for 2015 in North Caro-
lina, bringing this international meeting to the U.S. for the first time in many years.

• NARBA was represented in a Nursery Certification Program workshop this summer 
and is participating in Spotted Wing Drosophila Working Group meetings this fall. 
We have an important role to play in conveying the concerns and experiences of our 
members and sharing the advances in policy, research, and practices that such collabo-
rations develop.

• We are currently seeking to hire a fund raising liaison to search for increased fund-
ing to strengthen our Research Foundation. These funds help our research community 
to continue to improve our farming practices, which benefits everyone.

• We are designing stickers members will be able to use to promote their berries, their 
membership with us, and to promote our website. (Attendees at the conference will 
view and choose among several designs.) 

• And it goes without saying that yet another wonderful Annual Conference is being 
planned for Portland, Oregon in January 2013 in conjunction with multiple other orga-
nizations and events. 

These efforts are moving forward, and I’d like to think that they are also moving this 
group forward, and not just forward, but up. Growing up. 

Till the next time remember...        
 “He who rejects change is the architect of decay.” (Harold Wilson)

     — Your president, Nathan Milburn

field. Held biennially; this fourth Sympo-
sium will be the first time the event has 
been held on the East Coast. For more 
information, visit www.berryhealth.org.

2015 – 11th international Rubus & 
Ribes Symposium, in Asheville, NC, 
with preconference tour to farms and 
research sites. More info to come. If you 
are interested in being a sponsor of this 
event, contact gina_fernandez@ncsu.edu. 

Contact NARBA to have bramble-related 

events included here and posted on our 
web calendar. 
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Portland Conference 
continued from front page 
TUESday & WEdNESday 
JaNUaRy 29 – 30 
MaiN cONFERENcE 
With coordination among organizations 
still in process, we’re working on the 
details of the educational programing for 
both caneberries and strawberries. Here is 
some of what you can look forward to in 
the general sessions:
• Grower Spotlight: Julie Schedeen, Schedeens’ Farm, Boring, OR. A dynamic pre-
senter from a diversified and successful farm!
• Grower Spotlight: Carolyn Vouligny, Production Horticole Demers, Quebec. 
• Managing Spotted Wing Drosophila: Panel Discussion, followed by breakout ses-
sions for both caneberries and strawberries.
• New Food Safety Regulations: What Will They Mean for Berry Growers?
• Making the Most of Berry Health Benefits
There will be breakout sessions on a variety of caneberry topics. Strawberry educa-
tional sessions will run concurrently with the bramble ones. Here are some that are 
planned (with some confirmed speakers):
• Caneberry CSI: Figuring out your mysterious problems in the field. Mark Bolda, 
UC-Santa Cruz Extension (also a similar session for strawberries)
• Breeding Update: Chad Finn, USDA-ARS, Corvallis, OR
• Organic Blackberry Research- Bernadine Strik, others
• Experiences Managing PrimeArk 45 in Different Regions
• Berry Tissue Nutrient Levels and Fertigation – David Bryla, USDA-ARS Corvallis
NASGA will hold its annual meeting at lunch on January 29; NARBA will hold its 
annual meeting at lunch on January 30. 

Call For Executive 
Council and Awards 
Nominations
Elections for seats on the Executive 
Council, NARBA’s board of direc-
tors, will be held at NARBA’s annual 
meeting on January 30, 2013. The 
seats for four Regional Representa-
tives and one At-large Representative 
are open for election. Regions with 
open seats: 
Region 1: Canada
Region 3 MI, NJ, NY, PA & Europe
Region 5 AL, GA, FL, LA, MS & TX
Region 7 DC, KY, NC, SC, TN & VA

See the back page of this newslet-
ter. for the current representatives. 
Members serve two-year terms and 
can serve up to two consecutive terms. 
There is one face-to-face meeting an-
nually at the conference; the rest of the 
year, the EC operates via conference 
call and email. Feel free to put your 
own name forward; serving on the 
EC is a good way to serve this orga-
nization, to learn about your industry, 
and to influence its future.

Awards Nominations – This will 
be the fourth year for our “Outstand-
ing berry person” award, which can 
to a grower, marketer, researcher, 
or other industry leader. Previous 
awards went to Ervin Lineberger (NC 
grower), Marvin Pritts (NY exten-
sion), and John Clark (AR blackberry 
breeder). 

To make a nomination please con-
tact any member of the current Ex-
ecutive Council or the NARBA office 
by December 1.

OTHER EVENTS TO aTTENd aROUNd OUR cONFERENcE
The Blueberry Workshop, which attracts several hundred people, mostly from 
the Pacific Northwest, will join us at the DoubleTree on January 29; our registrants 
will be able to drop in to sessions in this conference too.
The Northwest ag Show, also in Portland, runs January 29-31. NARBA attendees 
can catch this trade show with over 200 exhibitors (the second largest on the West 
Coast) on Thursday, January 31 without missing any part of our conference. 
The North american Farmers direct Marketing association annual confer-
ence will also be at the DoubleTree, starting Feb. 1 with overnight tours that will 
travel throughout the region and ending Feb. 6. This is a large, highly regarded 
meeting; NAFDMA took the lead in making our joint hotel arrangements.

Visit www.raspberryblackberry.com for links to hotel and travel information, 
the other events happening nearby, and more. Program details, full registration 
information, and online registration will be put online as they become available. 
Watch for more information also by email, the Winter newsletter and mail.

HOTEl & TRaVEl

Our host hotel in downtown Portland is the DoubleTree by Hilton Portland, (1000 
NE Multnomah Street, Portland) with a rate of only $79/night – a terrific rate for 
a full-service hotel in a major city. Our group’s arrangements also include free 
parking for hotel guests. You can already make reservations: call 503-281-6111 or 
800-996-0510 and ask for the room block with the code “NaFdMa”. 

Across the street from the DoubleTree is the Lloyd Center Mall, with over 200 
stores, movie theaters, and an 
ice skating rink. The Oregon 
Museum of Science and Indus-
try and the Washington Park 
Zoo are also nearby. Portland 
International Airport is about 
nine miles from the hotel. 
Besides taxi, shuttles, or rental 
car, an easy way to get to the 
hotel is by the Max Line light 
rail – 35-40 minutes, one trans-
fer, and cost of only $2.50. 
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Bramble Sessions in Savannah, GA– January 2013
A day and a half of blackberry/raspberry educational sessions will be held at the 
2013 Southeast Regional Fruit and Vegetable Conference in Savannah, GA.  
NARBA is coordinating this track of sessions. Southeastern members who may not 
be able to come to our annual conference in Portland, OR, are encouraged to take 
advantage of this regional meeting. Here’s the blackberry/raspberry program: 

Thursday, January 10, 2013 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

• Small Grower Forum: Economics, harvesting, and more for smaller and direct 
market growers – Grower/Extension Panel and Discussion 

• Building Consumer Demand and the Market for Local Blackberry Sales – Grow-
er Panel and Discussion

• Basic Pruning Strategies … and the Special Case of Primocane-Fruiting Types – 
David Lockwood, Dept. of Plant Sciences, University of TN, Knoxville, TN 

• Blackberry Field Decline: Replant, Rotate, Revitalize? A Panel Discussion: Ervin 
Lineberger, Kildeer Farm, Kings Mountain, NC; Walker Miller, The Happy Berry 
Bunch, Six Mile, SC; third panelist TBD 

Friday, January 11, 2013 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

• Grower Spotlight – James Cooley, Strawberry Hill, U.S.A., Chesnee, SC

• Updates on New Varieties, NARBA-funded research, the Blackberry R&P Pro-
posal, and more – several presenters 

• Update on Blackberries in Mexico – Mario Steta/José Valadez, Aneberries (the 
national association of Mexican berry exporters and producers) 

• Choosing Your Marketer: What to ask, what to compare – Jonathan Baros, NCSU 
Plants for Human Health Institute, Kannapolis, NC 

• Orange Rust in Caneberries; Disease “CSI”: The process of turning mysterious 
symptoms into positive identification – Phil Brannen, University of Georgia 

• Where are those X@$#! Viruses Coming from and What is Anyone Doing About 
Them?

• Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD) – Hannah Burrack, NC State University Dept. 
of Entomology, Raleigh NC 

This conference also includes a large trade show (Friday and Saturday) and tracks 
of sessions on blueberries, peaches, vegetables, organics, direct marketing, and 
more. For more information and online registration, visit www.seregionalconfer-
ence.com. Note that the hotel blocks fill quickly; if you think you may attend, make 
your reservations soon.Jones Family Farms

Micropropagated
Certified/Virus-Indexed

Blackberry Plants
The berry best plants you can get!

Greenhouse Grown Only!!!
 Jones Family Farms              Barbara 252-399-9844
 7094 Honeysuckle lane              Home 252-235-3248
 Bailey, NC   27807   Fax 252-235-0155

Email: sales@jonesfarmsnc.com
Web Site: www.jonesfarmsnc.com

Recipe Brochures are 
Available from NARBA! 
Order some today. Prices:

100: $12 plus $5 shipping
300: $32 plus $10 shipping
500: $52 plus $10 shipping
1000: $90 plus $15 shipping

You can mix the two brochures in your 
total quantity, but please order by 100s 
(e.g., no 150/150 orders). Larger orders 
can be imprinted with your farm logo and 
contact info. Contact the NARBA office 
or download an order form at: 
www.raspberryblackberry.com/webdocs/
BrochureOrderFormMembers.pdf
You can also download printable recipe 
and health benefits cards at the Members 
Only section of the website.
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necessary (follow recommendations in 
your state). 

q Remove damaged canes from field as 
soon as possible to lessen the impact 
of the pest. 

Planting
q Growers in southern areas can plant in 

the fall. 
q In cooler areas, prepare list of  cultivars 

for next spring’s new plantings. Find a 
commercial small fruit nursery list at 
www.fruit.cornell.edu/berry/nurseries/

Nutrient management
q Take soil tests to determine fertility 

needs for new spring plantings. 
q Non-nitrogenous fertilizers are best 

applied in the fall to established plant-
ings. 

q If soil is bare, plant an overwintering 
cover crop (e.g. rye) to build organic 
matter and slow soil erosion.

Marketing and miscellaneous
q Order containers for next season.
q Make contacts for selling fruit next 

season.
q Plan on attending the North American 

Raspberry & Blackberry Conference 
in Portland, OR, January 28-30, 2013 
(see pages 1 and 3).

 

Fall 
Bramble Chores
This list was developed by 

Dr. Gina Fernandez, Small Fruit Special-
ist at NC State University, and reviewed 
and revised with the assistance of Dr. 
Marvin Pritts at Cornell. Chores and 
timing may be somewhat different in your 
area or for your cropping system. For 
recommendations for the Pacific North-
west, subscribe to the Small Fruit Update 
(email smallfruitupdate@peerbolt.com).

Plant growth and development
q Primocanes continue to grow but slow 

down.
q Flower buds start to form in leaf axils 

on summer-fruiting types.
q Carbohydrates and nutrients in canes 

begin to move into the roots.
q Primocane leaves senesce late fall.
q Primocane fruiting types begin to 

flower in late summer/early fall and 
fruit matures until frost in fall.

Harvest
q Remember that no crop that has been 

exposed to flood water should be sold 
or consumed.

q Harvest primocane fruiting raspberries.

Pruning, trellising, tunnels
q Remove spent floricanes as soon as 

possible.
q While optimal time to prune is after 

the coldest part of the winter is over, 
pruning can start in late fall if plant-
ings are large (late winter for smaller 
plantings). 

q Start trellis repairs after plants have 
defoliated.

q Remove coverings on three-season 
high tunnels.

Weed management

q Many spring and summer weed 
problems can be best managed with 
fall- and winter-applied preemergent 
herbicides. Determine what weeds 
have been or could be a problem in 
your area. Check with your state’s ag-
ricultural chemical manual and local 
extension agent for the best labeled 
chemicals to control these weeds. 

Insect and disease scouting
q Continue scouting for insects and 

diseases and treat with pesticides if 

New BMSB Website
A new website, www.StopBMSB.org/ 
offers a wide range of resources and 
information on Brown Marmorated Stink 
Bugs (BMSB), which have become a ma-
jor problem for Mid-Atlantic berry grow-
ers the last few years and are spreading 
to many other states. The website is part 
of a project funded by USDA’s Specialty 
Crop Research Initiative. It involves a 
team of more than 50 researchers from 
10 institutions across the U.S. working 
to learn more about Brown Marmorated 
Stink Bugs and figure out management 
solutions. The site includes

Research reports and presentations• 
 A photo identification guide with • 
pictures of look-alike insects you 
might confuse with BMSB (the or-
dinary Brown Stink Bug looks quite 
similar)
How to report a siting or send a • 
specimen for ID
Control recommendations • 
Contact info for project members• 

Request for Proposals 
– and Your Research 
Priorities
The North American Bramble Grow-
ers Research Foundation (NABGRF) 
is now seeking proposals for rasp-
berry and blackberry research for the 
year 2013. All bramble/caneberry 
proposals will be considered. Howev-
er, the NABGRF Research Committee 
is developing a list of high-priority ar-
eas and seeks input. Please send your 
comments and suggestions to the 
NARBA office by October 31. This 
list will be posted on our website.

Since 1999, NABGRF has 
funded a total of 66 proposals totaling 
$150,602. In 2012, the Foundation 
approved funding for seven propos-
als for a total of $22,447. In general, 
funding for individual projects is 
expected to be in the range of $2,000 
to $5,000. 

The primary source of funds for 
the Foundation is NABGRF’s Nurs-
ery Contribution Program. Donors 
in 2011/12 included Nourse Farms, 
Indiana Berry & Plant Co., Norcal 
Nursery, Northwest Plants, Plant Un-
limited, Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry, 
and Jones Farm. In addition, 25% of 
all grower dues to NARBA also goes 
directly to the Research Foundation. 
Other donations are also welcome. 

Proposals will be reviewed by the 
Research Committee of NABGRF at 
NARBA’s conference in Portland, OR. 
The Research Committee forwards 
its recommendation to the NABGRF 
Board of Trustees, which makes the 
final funding decisions. Awards will 
be sent out in February 2013. The 
deadline for proposals is decem-
ber 15, 2012. Submissions should be 
made by the electronic submission 
system in the “Research Foundation” 
section of the NARBA website (www.
raspberryblackberry.com). t
To make a donation: If you would 
like to make a donation to the NABG 
Research Foundation, send your 
check made out to NABGRF to 1138 
Rock Rest Rd., PIttsboro, NC 27312. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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A Spotted Wing Drosophila Collection: Reports, Observations and Resources
Some of these items are harvested 

from online information; others were re-
ceived in response to an email query sent 
out to members in advance of the Eastern 
SWD meeting (see below). Thank you to 
members for their responses!

Michigan: As of Sept. 10, reports 
Michigan State University extension 
agent Bob Tritten, “I have had a number 
of phone calls and emails from fall red 
raspberry growers who are finding larvae 
or ‘worms’ in fruit. In some cases, grow-
ers have discovered the fruit infestations 
themselves and many other growers have 
discovered wormy fruit when they have 
had calls from customers with wormy 
fruit.” A record number of spotted wing 
Drosophila (SWD) have been caught in 
traps, indicating that pressure is build-
ing rapidly from this pest. Some grow-
ers have had just a few adults caught in 
traps, but when they checked for infested 
fruit, have found a good number of fruit 
infested with larvae. Michigan State 
University small fruit entomologist Ru-
fus Isaacs is calling this the “Fall SWD 
Tsunami.”  They are recommending that 
growers trap for this pest to know when it 

first arrives and whether spray programs 
are working, and check for infested fruit 
using a simple salt solution method. 
Management recommendations may be 
found at http://www.ipm.msu.edu/SWD/
ManagementRecommendations-Raspber-
ryBlackberrySep2012.pdf.

Iowa: (from Gail Nonnecke, Horti-
culture, and Donald Lewis, Extension 
Entomologist, Iowa State University) 
2012 brought the official discovery of 
SWD in the State of Iowa in commer-
cial fruit plantings. Home gardeners and 
commercial fruit growers have reason to 
be concerned. This pest will be a major 
challenge to control and all resources and 

assistance will be needed to keep berry 
production profitable currently and in the 
future. We know that finding SWD at the 
beginning of the infestation in a grow-
ing season is difficult. We are new to the 
problem and aren’t to the point of having 
data on losses – we are just very worried! 

Pennsylvania has a new set of four 
full-color fact sheets on SWD available 
on-line. They are written with northeast-
ern U.S. growers of the most susceptible 
crops (raspberries, blackberries, day-
neutral strawberries, and cherries) in 
mind. Part 1: Overview and Identification 
(http://goo.gl/ZQLTO ) briefly summariz-
es the concern surrounding spotted wing 
drosophila, illustrates in detail the dif-
ferences between SWD adults and other 
local fruit fly species. Part 2: Natural 
History (http://goo.gl/wSA82) discusses 
the life cycle of SWD in detail, and 
explains how environmental conditions 
and nearby crops can affect presence 
and numbers of SWD. Part 3: Monitor-
ing (http://goo.gl/7t7kU) covers how to 
monitor for SWD adults in fields, and 
SWD larvae is fruit, and how to store and 
ship samples should identification from 

Female SWD fly on raspberry. Photo 
from ncsmallfruitsipm.blogspot.com.

Eastern SWD Working Group Meets
By Debby Wechsler, NARBA Exec. Secretary

out during this meeting: 
The two most widely used baits for 

SWD monitoring traps are a vinegar 
solution, and a yeast/sugar solution; it 
seems the yeast/sugar solution may work 
better, but is messier. It was noted, these 
are both fermentation products, yet this is 
a fly attracted to ripening  fruit, not over-
ripe berries. A new alternative lure com-
bining several chemicals is in the works 
and looks promising.  Better monitoring 
methods are being researched. The key 
will be to develop monitoring or models 
that alert when to start control measures. 

Alternate wild hosts for SWD in the 
East include pokeweed, bush honeysuck-
le,  buckthorn, wild cherries, elderber-
ries. And we still don’t know where they 
overwinter.  Control of the population 
may be an impossibility, and it is hard to 
get good spray coverage. Control meth-
ods that focus on creating a chemical/
physical barrier that prevents  the flies 

from laying their eggs may be the best 
strategy.  Work is being done to find bio-
control agents such as predatory wasps. 

There appears to be variation between 
different raspberry/blackberry variet-
ies in how susceptible they are to SWD. 
Breeding resistant varieties may help 
long-term.

The SWD experience in the East dif-
fers from that in the West. The hot dry 
summers suppress SWD in the West; 
here, higher humidity helps them thrive, 
and rains wash off sprays. Growers are 
finding that once-a-week sprays may not 
be not enough. 

The group developed a long list of 
avenues for further work, from  mating 
disruption,  increasing pesticide efficacy 
with feeding stimulants, and finding new 
control materials to figuring out the best 
way to dispose of damaged fruit and 
greater outreach to small growers and 
backyard gardeners. Now, the job is to 
prioritize among them, seek funding, and 
coordinate the work of different institu-
tions to maximize effectiveness.t

  

On September 20, I attended a meet-
ing of “eFly”, the Eastern SWD Working 
Group, which brought together about 40 
people (with another half dozen people 
attending remotely) to discuss current 
SWD infestation, research, and manage-
ment in Eastern states, start to develop 
an impact statement for SWD (which can 
help get funding, changes in pesticide 
regulations, etc), and begin to prioritize 
potential next steps in research, exten-
sion, public education, and regulations. 
Those attending were growers, research-
ers, extension, marketers, and others 
from many Eastern states.  Peter Sc-
hearer, Oregon State University, brought 
a report from the West Coast, where 
SWD has been an economic problem for 
3-4 years, and a multistate consortium 
of institutions is in the middle of a $5.6 
million, 4.5-year grant to work on this 
rapidly expanding invasive pest. 

A few of the points that were brought 
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handle on the insecticides and the spray 
intervals, their main weakness right now 
seems to be coverage. SWD hang out in 
the shady, humid interior and aerial or 
other overhead applications have trouble 
getting into the interior of plants. Sprayer 
types and techniques are an area where 
there’s now a lot of attention. Trellising, 
pruning, and field layout are evolving to 
allow easier passage through the vulner-
able fields during harvest and allow for 
better coverage. This season quite a few 
cannon sprayers were used/sold and folks 
who have overhead sprinkler systems are 
starting to use “mistigation” (insecticides 
through overhead sprinklers)

Border management is a major area 
for research: removing hosts like wild 
blackberry, what types of native plantings 
won’t be hosts, and what types of insecti-
cides can be used to treat non-crop areas.

We need better monitoring traps and 
attractants! We’re trying out some and 
will be shifting to alternatives next year 
except where the apple cider vinegar/deli 
cup public trapping program continues—
It needs to stay the same for consistent 
data collection.

Canada: In early September the Canadi-
an Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) announced it had approved 
emergency use of Delegate WG for con-
trol of spotted wing drosophila (SWD) 

others be needed. Part 4: Management” 
(http://goo.gl/13WsR) discusses cultural 
practices for minimizing populations, 
and chemical options to provide effective 
control for growers of susceptible crops.

Washington: (from Tom Walters, NW 
WA Research and Education Center) Our 
major perceived threats on berry crops 
are to raspberries and late season blue-
berries. Numerous processing raspberry 
and processing and fresh blueberry loads 
have been rejected due to SWD. Diligent 
conventional growers can usually manage 
the problem, but it is a real burden eco-
nomically and logistically: lots of extra 
labor and pesticides to apply products on 
a 7-10 day schedule. Our organic grow-
ers are in real trouble, as they don’t have 
much to work with (just Pyganic, which 
is not that effective once they’ve used up 
their maximum of 9 oz/a Entrust). 

Oregon: (Tom Peerbolt,Peerbolt Crop 
Management, OR) I think the whole situ-
ation is beginning to come into focus 
and be managed in a more straightfor-
ward manner. Here are a few of the main 
points as I see them, after three harvest 
seasons of experience coping with SWD: 

The danger zone seems to be from 
late July through the season’s end (give a 
week or two either way). Since a bulk of 
the crops for large conventional growers 
finish up about that time (Duke blue-
berries, Marions and other mid-season 
blacks, and June-bearing strawberries 
are finished) the main economic cost for 
those fields is just one or two extra insec-
ticide applications from mid-July through 
the end of harvest.

Smaller growers, local fresh market, 
farms with mixed crop fields of smaller 
size, and organic are all at much greater 
risk due to less equipment, harder to 
spray on a schedule, fewer tools, more 
breeding sites close to vulnerable fruit.

There’s a trend away from planting 
late season crops and concentrating on 
the earlier ripening cultivars to avoid 
SWD. This will most likely accelerate for 
all growers. The only exception might be 
the late season fresh market blueberries 
(Liberty, Legacy, Aurora) because they’re 
so high value and, as long as a grower 
can spray every 7-10 days, the risk can be 
managed (so far).

While larger  growers have a good 

for the 2012 growing season. The label 
expansion permits growers in Nova Sco-
tia, Prince Edward Island, Ontario, Que-
bec, BC and Alberta to apply Delegate 
WG for SWD control from now until 
Nov. 30, 2012 on stone fruit, bush berry 
and cane berry crops, including grape, 
blueberry, raspberry and strawberry.

Massachusetts: (Nate Nourse, Nourse 
Farms, MA) Our farm has been using the 
following summer strategies (note was 
sent late July). 

We are now pruning fall raspberries 
to remove the low side canes with ber-
ries. We are also pruning summer rasp-
berries to end their production this week. 
Our intention is to have a two-week break 
from raspberry harvest and enable us to 
use insecticides with long preharvest in-
tervals. We hope to reduce current SWD 
populations.

While we found larvae in both rasp-
berries and blueberries, we had no com-
plaints from our customers. 

Our weekly insecticide treatments 
on all berries were one part of our suc-
cess. We harvested raspberries Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. We 
closed the PYO raspberries on Tuesdays 
and blueberries on Wednesdays to allow 
the use of 24-hour PHI insecticides. Blue-
berries are harvested at least once a week.

Our pickers are good at removing soft 
and juicy berries, picking into two-quart 
buckets. Our packers get a second look as 
the fruit is packed into baskets. All ber-
ries not sold locally that day are put into 
cold storage at 33 degrees.

We regret that we are going to run 
out of insecticide options during the fall 
harvest. We hope other options will be 
available before this happens.t

Vinegar SWD trap with yellow sticky 
card. Research continues on the best 
traps and lures for SWD. Photo courtesy 
ncsmallfruitsipm.blogspot.com.

Not what you want customers finding in 
their raspberries. Photo virginiafruit.
ento.vt.edu
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NCSU Releases New 
Blackberry Variety

A new blackberry variety named 
“Von” is the first erect thornless variety 
to be released by the NC State University 
caneberry breeding program.

Von produces fruit in the late season, 
with average date of harvest commencing 
in the third week of June, peaking in the 
second week of July and ending the first 
week of August. This is a good time for 
fruit production for commercial grow-
ers in the state, as prices tend to be better 
at the end of the season. It should also 
do well in home gardens that have room 
for this vigorous plant. Soluble sugars 
content of Von was 9.4% and pH was 
3.57, traits that characterize Von as sweet 
with low acid. The fruit of Von is consid-
ered to be of medium size. However, the 
yields are very high; one plant can pro-
duce more than 20 lbs of fruit. Over 90% 
of the fruit picked from Von is considered 
marketable, a highly desirable trait in the 
commercial markets.

Von is a collaborative effort of sev-
eral researchers in the Department of 
Horticultural Science, with ties to both 
present and past breeding programs. Dr. 
Jim Ballington selected Von in 1995 at 
the Sandhills Research Station in Jackson 
Springs, NC. Dr. Gina Fernandez tested 
Von at several locations across the state 
for many years, both on-farm and at sev-
eral research stations, but most extensive-

Close-up of  fruit of the new variety Von 
released by NCSU.

Osage: A New Blackberry
for Local and Shipping 
Markets
By John R. Clark, University of Arkansas

Osage is the thirteenth release in a 
series of erect-growing, high-quality, 
productive, floricane-fruiting blackberry 
cultivars developed by the University of 
Arkansas Division of Agriculture. An 
enhanced effort in the improvement of 
flavor in blackberries has been underway 
in the Arkansas program for a number of 
years, and Osage was developed with the 
intention of advancing flavor to a higher 
level in a thornless blackberry cultivar. 
Osage ripens mid-early, slightly before 
Ouachita and just after Natchez. Osage 
produces medium-sized berries, smaller 
than that of Natchez but comparable to 
that of Ouachita. Osage has excellent 
postharvest quality for both the shipping 
market and local markets. It is expected 
that Osage will complement Ouachita 
in the mid-early to mid-season harvest 
period.

Type: Thornless, floricane-fruiting.
Ripe date: Average first harvest date 

for Osage is 10 June, 5 d after Natchez, 
3 d before Ouachita, at Clarksville, AR. 
The first ripe date in 2012 was in late 
May, but this was the earliest blackberry 
season possibly ever in Arkansas.

Berry characteristics: Average weight 
usually 6-7 g; soluble solids (sweetness) 
11%; mostly round to conic shape similar 
to Ouachita; very firm; excellent flavor; 
glossy; white drupelets not observed.

Plant characteristics: Yield compa-
rable to or higher than Ouachita; chilling 
requirement not verified, likely near that 
of Ouachita or possibly lower; hardiness 
comparable to hardiest Arkansas varieties

but not tested in severe environments; very
erect canes and consistently healthy plants. 

Post-harvest handling: Osage demon-
strated excellent storage potential, com-
parable to Ouachita, Natchez and Prime-
Ark® 45 and exceeding that of Tupy. De-
velopment of red drupes on berries was 
very low in most years for Osage, 0 to 
1% except for 2008 where this value was 
higher for Osage along with most other 
cultivars. Osage is expected to perform 
well in commercial shipping use based 
on this comparison.

Osage has completed virus testing and 
heat treatment at the USDA-ARS Hort. 
Crops Research Laboratory, Corvallis 
OR. Plants should be available in 2013 
from tissue culture sources and from con-
ventional propagation sources in 2014. t

ly at the Piedmont Research Station in 
Salisbury, NC. Dr. Penny Perkins-Veazie 
conducted post-harvest evaluations of 
Von at the Plants for Human Health In-
stitute in Kannapolis, NC. Von is named 
after Harvey Von Underwood, who was 
a Researcher at NC State University. Mr. 
Underwood worked at NC State Univer-
sity muscadine and bramble breeding 
program in the 1950-70s and was respon-
sible for saving valuable germplasm from 
those programs.t

A list of nurseries that will be 
propagating Von will be posted at http://
teamrubus.blogspot.com/ later this year. 

Osage fruit. 

Progress Report: Creating 
a Genetic Roadmap for 
Red Raspberries

As mentioned in the Spring Bramble, 
a group of researchers and extension spe-
cialists from USDA-ARS, land grant uni-
versities, and Agri-Food Canada received 
a planning grant in 2011 to develop a 
genetic roadmap for red raspberries –  a 
step-by-step description of how to quick-
ly identify traits of interest using genetic 
markers, coordinate seedling tests across 
the US, and increase the overall speed 
and reliability of new cultivar release. 

As part of this effort, grant recipients 
held the New Paths for Red Raspberry 
Genetics Workshop during the January 
2012 NARBA meeting in Sandusky, OH. 
The focus of that workshop was to iden-
tify issues that hinder rapid development 
of new cultivars and geographic limita-

Continued on page 13
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the combination of overhead watering 
systems and sprinklers. 

Whilst research overseas can provide 
a guide to cover structure and design, the 
experience is not directly applicable due 
to significant variation in growing condi-
tions between continents. For example, 
southern Victoria experiences higher lev-
els of UV radiation and more extreme di-
urnal temperature fluctuations compared 
to the UK. More research was needed to 
determine the optimum level of shading. 
To facilitate this, the YV Fresh group 
applied for a grant from the Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries as 
part of the Australian Governments’ cli-
mate adaptation strategy.

Methodology
The project commenced with a re-

view of the scientific literature, which 
described how covers modify the envi-
ronment in which plants are grown (by 
causing changes to light composition, 
temperature, humidity, wind strength etc) 
and the responses of the plants and as-
sociated insects (pest and beneficial) and 
diseases to the covered environment. The 
review also covered structural design as-
pects and the properties of various films/
covers.

Following the review, covering mate-
rial was selected. These were;

Luminance THB film • 

YV Fresh – a Grower Co-operative from Australia 
and our Experience with Covered Production
By Charlotte Brunt and Steve Chapman, 
YV Fresh, Victoria, Australia

YV Fresh Pty Ltd progressive grower 
owned fruit production and marketing 
company in Australia with 12 mem-
ber farms. It is a vertically integrated 
business that successfully manages the 
variety selection, production, sales, mar-
keting and distribution of fruit through-
out Australia. Collectively, we produce 
approximately 40% of Rubus in Austra-
lia as well as red currants, blueberries, 
strawberries, cherries, persimmons, and 
lemons.

Our customers include major super-
markets, independent retailers and lead-
ing wholesale market agents. 

We have regular meetings related to 
all aspects of production including best 
practice cool chain management, im-
proving growing, picking and packing 
practices, sprays and compliance. We 
also import new varieties and conduct in-
house research or collaborative research 
on topics relevant to improving produc-
tion practices. 

The climate in southeastern Australia 
is characterized by dry, hot summers and 
mild, wet winters. Several hot summers 
are followed by one or two wet summers 
due to the El Nino Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO)/La Nina events which overlay 
local weather patterns. 

In January and February 2009 two 
heat waves (several consecutive days of 
over 40C) preceded the Black Saturday 
bushfires in southern Victoria. The sec-
ond heat wave, together with the associ-
ated strong winds, desiccated berries in 
the field, destroyed inflorescences and re-
duced leaf area such that production was 
completed halted on a couple of farms 
while the canes recovered. 

After this event, we realized that 
growing Rubus in southern Victoria 
would only be commercially viable over 
the coming decades if these environmen-
tal factors can be better managed. Tun-
nels are more suited to the early varieties 
of raspberries and blackberries but Feb-
ruary is traditionally our hottest month 
and venting/cooling can be an issue, so 
the shade structures shown are used. The 
covers on these structures go up at flow-
ering and off after harvest. 

Without covers, commercial crops 
of blackberries burn and shrivel in hot 
weather. Even covers alone are not 
enough – results from trials on black-
berries conducted within the YV Fresh 
group in 2008 indicated that damage in 
hot weather could only be controlled by 

Heat-affected blackberries and 
raspberries.

The structure with the five films attached. From left to right: Voen, Durashade, UV 
blocking plastic, netting, and Luminance THB.
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40%-shade, pearl-colored netting, • 
Voen (self-ventilating) covers • 
A UV blocking rose film which was • 
whitewashed with Regisol to pro-
vide protection against IR radiation 
Durashade plastic. • 

A trial structure was built with the 
five covers attached over a block of 
Chester blackberries (see below). The 
UV-blocking film was removed because, 
despite the manufacturer’s specifications, 
no modification of UV level was measur-
able under it.

An Adcon weather station was used 
to measure solar radiation, air tempera-
ture, relative humidity, wind speed/direc-
tion and rain outside the covers (control). 
Under each cover type, temperature and 
relative humidity were also measured 
with individual sensors.

Sample fruit was picked at weekly 
intervals over the harvest period. At this 
time, UV radiation, fruit temperature, and 
percentage of sunburn were assessed from 
under each cover type and the control.

Quality assessments were also made 
at harvest. Firmness was measured using 
a Firmtech firmness tester which uses 
compression to generate force displace-
ment curves. Brix was measured using 
a hand held refractometer, and average 
weight was determined by weighing a 
sample of 20 berries. 
Results

The covers generally decreased air 
and fruit temperatures beneath them due 
to shading. However, on hot days heat 
may become trapped under fixed plastics, 
making the protected area warmer than 
the ambient environment. Evaporative 
cooling reduced air temperature by 3-4ºC 

and reduced berry temperatures up to 
11ºC, depending on the cover type used. 
Such a reduction is sufficient to pre-
vent damage on most days. Covers also 
reduced sunburn from 40% (uncovered 
control) to 2-6%. 

The covers had little impact on either 
beneficial or pest insects or the level of 
disease.

Overall, all cover types resulted in 
significant improvements in fruit quality 
compared to uncovered fruit. The most 
promising covers were 40% shade net, 
Voen and Durashade.

This was just an informal trial, with 
some of the data collection limited to 
just one year, but we have continued to 
collect temperature and humidity data 
for both tunnels and the structures shown 

Looking down the rows. Voen on the left and Durashade on the right.

here for the last 2-3 years (and will con-
tinue to do so in the future) to see how 
they compare long term. We have had 
two relatively benign years, weatherwise, 
preceded by a hot one. We have contin-
ued to invest in tunnels and other forms 
of shade coverings which have resulted 
in improved fruit quality. Covers are 
definitely worthwhile for us in terms of 
quality for both raspberries and blackber-
ries, reduction in botrytis, ability to pick 
when wet, etc. We have so many covered 
production systems in use across the 
farms, it’s hard to determine what’s best. 
We have A-frames over individual rows, 
Haygrove and multispan tunnels, all with 
different amounts of shading (one grower 
has both plastic and netting over his 
Chilliwak). There are compromises and 
trade-offs and it’s difficult to determine 
what works in an average year as there 
is a great deal of variation in weather 
patterns from year to year due to the El 
Nino/La Nina southern oscillation. t 

NARBA member Charlotte Brunt 
is Technical Manager for YV Fresh in 
Victoria, Australia. Steve Chapman is a 
grower who participated in conducting 
this research. Learn more about YV Fresh 
at www.yvfresh.com.au. 

NARBA invites other members to send 
articles and reports of interest to our 
members.
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mately 1,330MT of strawberries and 
540MT of blackberries to the U.S. and 
Canada, grown on over 223ha of soft 
fruit production – comprising 120ha of 
blackberries, 100ha of strawberries and 
3ha of raspberries – in the southwestern 
Mexican state.

Fresh Kampo manager Fabricio 
Blanco [a NARBA member] says the 
company hopes to experience a strong 
season this year, thanks to favorable cli-
mate conditions, which he believes will 
produce a large, high quality crop.

While the company may be princi-
pally focused on blackberry and straw-
berry production, Blanco reveals that 
the company already has plans in place 
to increase its raspberry business, after 
acquiring a license to produce the Lupita 
and Adelita varieties.

Both, he says, have shown “excel-
lent conditions for productivity, quality, 
sizing and shelf-life,” which he predicts 
will enable the varieties to become “very 
competitive” over the coming years in 
markets where there is an increasing de-

mand for raspberries.
However, Blanco argues, further 

opportunities to increase sales in the 
U.S. market – for Fresh Kampo and the 
Mexican soft fruit sector as a whole – 
depend very much on the industry’s and 
willingness to work together to position 
Mexican berries in the “correct sales 
channels.” Blanco also believes that the 
Mexican berry sector’s cause could be 
furthered by addressing what he de-
scribes as the lack of genetic material 
that differentiates [Mexican] varieties in 
order to prevent the sale of commodity 
products in the market.

Guanajuato-based Growers Union, 
which also markets under the Sofresco 
and Berry Lovers brand names, has its 
business primarily in the sale of straw-
berries and blackberries, along with 
smaller volumes of blueberries. The com-
pany ships to Canada, the U.S., the U.K. 
and continental Europe.

For the 2012-13 season, the company 
expects to export 510MT of blackberries, 
61MT of blueberries and, most signifi-
cantly, 10,000MT of strawberries.

80
Years

Best
The

Plants

www.noursefarms.com    413.665.2658

•	 Strawberries,	raspberries,	blueberries,
	 blackberries,	asparagus	and	more!

•	 Where	the	pros	go	for	plans	and	plants.

•	 Call	for	a	free	catalog	and	plasticulture	guide!

41 River Road 
South Deerfield 
Massachusetts 01373

Since 1932
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Berry Production in 
Mexico
From www.freshfruitportal.com, August 
28th, 2012.

Mexico’s soft fruit sector has un-
dergone a production revolution over 
the past decade, rising by almost 95% 
to more than 310,000 metric tons (MT) 
between 2000 and 2010, according to the 
country’s Secretary of Agriculture, Live-
stock, Rural Development, Fishing and 
Food (SAGARPA). This increase was ac-
companied by a similar rise in the overall 
planted area for Mexican berries, rising 
by around 91% to reach 16,357ha.

Valued at an estimated $500 million, 
the sector is expected – despite a prob-
lematic year price-wise in 2011 – to ex-
perience further growth over the coming 
season, driven by greater investment in 
blueberry production, production systems 
and new varieties.

One company that is part of this 
growth equation is Michoacán-based 
Fresh Kampo, which exports approxi-
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“We hope we won’t experience 
weather problems like those we saw last 
year at the beginning of October and 
that we have a more stable season,” says 
Berry Lovers’ chief operating officer, 
Gerardo López.

“Volumes are continuing to increase 
and we hope to have 40 per cent more 
product than during the 2011-12 season.”

Although based in Guanajuato, Grow-
ers Union’s main production zones are 
located near the town of Los Reyes in the 
neighboring state of Michoacán, where it 
produces varieties such as Tupy blackber-
ries and Albion strawberries. For Grow-
ers Union, the U.S. remains a significant 
market and one in which López believes 
there are strong possibilities to grow 
sales further.

“The market is still growing in terms 
of the scale of the demand, but it is a 
question of having the right pricing strat-
egy to significantly increase consump-
tion levels,” he says. López argues the 
greatest challenge currently facing the 
Mexican berry sector is achieving greater 
integration in order to promote its prod-
ucts in non-conventional markets.

Campo Elite’s Raúl Fernández also 
spoke to Freshfruitportal.com. The com-
pany currently exports around 1,000MT 
of blackberries and blueberries to the 
U.S. and Canada, as well as approxi-
mately 400MT of mainly raspberries and 
blueberries annually to Asia and the U.K., 
which accounts for some 80% of the 
firm’s sales in Europe.

Fernández says the company expects, 
among a number of other goals for 2012, 
to achieve a “significant increase” in 
blackberry and blueberry production, 
thanks to very favorable weather condi-
tions experienced in Colima and Jalisco 
over recent months. As with much of the 
sector, Campo Elite is hoping to develop 
its blueberry business in particular over 
the coming seasons.

In addition to producing Biloxi – one 
of the most common blueberries pro-
duced in Mexico – the company has been 
developing its own varieties at research 
centres in Mexico and abroad. t

From http://www.freshfruitportal.
com/2012/08/28/mexico%E2%80%99s-
berry-boom-gathers-steam/. 

World Famous Doyle’s Thornless Blackberry
Look what you can get from one plant

DOYLE’S THORNLESS BLACKBERRY INC.
1600 Bedford Road • Washington, IN 47501
Tom Doyle 812-254-2654 fax 812-254-2655

tomdoyle@fruitsandberries.com
www.fruitsandberries.com

THOMAS E. DOYLE
(6/26/1900–1/13/01)

Totally thornless and does not sucker
Yields 10–20 gallons per plant!
Proven producer since 1975!
Grows from Alaska to Florida

ALL 50 states
Just one Doyle Thornless Blackberry yields 

more than 30 ordinary plants!
Large, Sweet, Juicy Berries—sooo good!

Adapts to patios and 
small yard – 
a big plus.

No other blackberry compares to the Doyle!
Great for commercial growers.

$5.00 at the market or
50¢ from your backyard!

Call 1-888-575-4090 / Fax 574-784-2468
Website: www.produce promotions.com

2011 US 31, Plymouth, IN 46563

tions that need to be overcome. The team 
held a second workshop in Seattle, WA 
this May, focusing on identifying issues 
related to marketing fresh and processed 
fruit and discussing what is known about 
consumer taste preferences and willing-
ness to pay for specific fruit characteris-
tics. 

Little scientific evidence exists as to 
what drives consumer “liking” for rasp-
berries. As part of this grant, research 
was conducted over the past year, using 
consumers as well as trained panelists, to 
discover specifics about what they liked 
about fresh and frozen raspberry fruit, 
rating appearance, flavor and texture. 
Preliminary results indicate that flavor 
and texture are particularly important and 
that an unripe aroma negatively affects 
consumers. t

For more information, contact Cath-
erine Daniels at Washington State Uni-
versity (cdaniels@wsu.edu).

Creating A Genetic Road-
map for Red Raspberries
Continued from page 9
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North AmericAN rAspberry 
& blAckberry AssociAtioN (NArbA)
1138 rock rest rd.
pittsboro, Nc 27312

NARBA 2012 Officers 
and Executive Council 
president - Nathan Milburn, Milburn 
Orchards, 1495 Appleton Rd., Elkton, MD 
21921, 443-309-2077, nathan@milburnor-
chards.com. 

Vice president - Fred Koenigshof, K and 
K Farms, 4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, 
MI 49038, 269-208-6783, kandkfarms@
sbcglobal.net.

Treasurer - andrew Maiman, Reiters 
Affiliated Companies, 3932 Moores Lake 
Road, Dover, FL 33527, 954-684-2736, 
Andrew.Maiman@berry.net.

Executive Secretary - debby Wechsler, 
1138 Rock Rest Rd. Pittsboro, NC 27312, 
919-542-4037, fax 866-511-6660, info@
raspberryblackberry.com.

Research committee co-chairs - 
Jeff chandler, MCREC, 455 Research 
 Drive, Mills River, NC 28759, 828-684-
3562, Jeff_Chandler@ncsu.edu, and gina 
Fernandez, NCSU Box 7609, Raleigh, NC 
27695, 919-513-7416, gina_fernandez@
ncsu.edu.

past president Nate Nourse, Nourse 
Farms, 41 River Rd., South Deerfield, MA 
01373, 413-665-2658, nnourse@nourse-
farms.com.

Blackberry R&p project chair -  Ervin 
lineberger, Kildeer Farm, 300 Goforth 
Rd. Kings Mountain, NC 28086, 704-460-
6251, fruitgrower@netzero.net.

Regional Representatives:

Region 1 (all of Canada) Marie-France 
chevrefils, FraiseBec, 420 rang Lep-
age, Sainte-Anne-des-Plaines, QC J)N 
1H) Canada, 514-893-4131, marie-france.
chevrefils@sympatico.ca.

Region 2 (represents CT, NH, MA, ME, RI 
& VT) Bruce Smith, High Hopes Farm, 
582 Glebe Rd., Westmoreland, NH 03467 
603-399-4305, highhopes.farm@  
myfairpoint.net. 

Region 3 (Represents MI, NJ, NY, PA & 
Europe) Fred Koenigshof, K and K Farms, 
4050 Kerlikowske Rd., Coloma, MI 49038, 
269-208-6783, kandkfarms@sbcglobal.net.

Region 4 (represents DE, MD, OH & WV) 
Fred Finney, Moreland Fruit Farm,1558 
W Moreland Rd, Wooster, OH 44691, 330-
264-8735, fred@morelandfruitfarm.com.

Region 5 (represents AL, GA, FL, LA, MS 
& TX). John duval, SunnyRidge Farm, 1900 
5th St. NW, Winter Haven, FL 33885, 863-
207-2800, john.duval@sunnyridge.com.

Region 6 (represents AR, IA, IN, IL, KS, 
MN, MO, ND, OK, SD, NE & WI) lee 
Matteson, The Berry Patch Farm, 62785 
280th St., Nevada, IA 50201, 515-290-
1409, leematteson@yahoo.com.

Region 7 (represents DC, KY, NC, SC, TN 
& VA) Wayne Mitchem, Mitchem’s Farm, 
400 Davids Chapel Church Rd., Vale, NC 
28168, 704-472-4369, mitchemsfarm@
bellsouth.net.
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Region 8 (represents AK, AZ, CA, CO, ID, 
HA, MT, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY,  Mexico &
Central/South America) Randy  Honcoop,  
Randy Honcoop Farms, 9696 Northwood 
Rd., Lynden, WA 98264, 360-354-1155, 
ranhonfarm@peoplepc.com.

at-large Representatives: 

andrew Maiman, Reiters Affiliated Com-
panies, 3932 Moores Lake Road, Dover, FL 
33527, 954-684-2736, Andrew.Maiman@
berry.net.

Fabricio Blanco, Meridian Fruits. km 0.5 
carr Periban-Los Reyes, Periban, Micho-
acán 60440, Mexico, 52-354-55-12416,  
efabricio@freshkamkpo.com.

Eric pond, Riverbend Organic Farms, 
35711 Helms Drive P.O. Box 717, Jeffer-
son, OR 97352, 503-550-1677, ericpond@
agricare.com. 

Start a Conversation!
The E-Forum is a discussion tool for 
all NARBA members. Simply send 
an email to raspberryblackberryasso-
ciation@googlegroups.com to start a 
discussion or respond to one that ar-
rives in your email box. At the group’s 
website, you can see previous discus-
sions or change the format of mes-
sages that come to your email. If you 
are not receiving E-Forum messages, 
contact the NARBA office.


